BUILD UP
(Editor’s Note: This article was written by Scott Brady, a student some years ago in Kenny Boles' Greek II class.)

They were both princes in the empire that ruled the world. The elder prince would soon inherit this vast kingdom, but the younger would always serve under him. As you can see, there was much room for jealousy and fighting between them. But their father Cyrus, who had built the empire, was very wise. Before he died, he offered his elder son some advice. He said, “You don’t keep the empire by force. You must have faithful friends. .And the best friend for you to have is your own flesh and blood—your brother. He should be the closest of all to you!” Then he added, “Don’t make this kinship with your brother worthless, but build on this kinship with works of love. That way you will have love that no man can surpass!”
Over 400 years later, the Apostle Paul was writing to a group of spiritual brothers in Rome. He reminded them that, as brothers, they must be faithful to each other. Just as the sons of Cyrus, they needed to build on this kinship with works of love. Paul put it this way, “So then let us pursue the things which make for peace and the building upof one another” (Rom 14:19). Paul used the same word, oikodomeo (oi koh doh MEH oh), that Cyrus writer used. Another time Paul said this, “Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such as is good for building up . . .” (Eph 4:29).

Remember what Cyrus said? Don’t take your brother for granted. Be kind to him. Then build on this brotherhood other works of love. “That way,” Cyrus said, “you will have a love that no man can surpass.” But Cyrus’ sons didn't take his advice. They didn’t build up each other, but fought and squabbled and wrecked the empire. Jesus said that the world will know that we are Christians if we have love for one another. In whole footsteps are you following?

