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Introduction to Acts

by
Mark Moore and Mark Scott

RELATIONSHIP WITH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE:

Luke and Acts make up approximate¥ d27theNT From the firssentencef Acts Luke
makes his agenda clear: What Jesus began with the disciples, the Holy Spirit brings to fruition
through the church. Twaolume works like this were not uncommon in antiquity. For example,
Josephus, Luke's contempgrampte an apology for the Jews divided into two parts.

In the first volume of this work, my most esteemed Epaphroditus, | demonstrated the
antiquity of our race ... | also challenged the statements of Manetho, Chaeremon, and some
others. | shall nor peceed to refute the rest of the autlvane have attacked us. (Jospehus,
Against Apio@:1)

Ferguson is likely correct when he suggebisy (Luke and Acts) are the only books in the New
Testament with this feature, which shows that they were intendedder audience than that of
the Christian communities and reflect a higher level of ¢tilture

Regardless of who reads this-welume work, the overlap between them is undeniable. In
fact, one cannot rightly read the first without the secondsavenrgaConsider thessriking
similarities:

1. Their introductions: Lukel1:184; Acts1:165. Both address Theophilus and both lay out
Lukeds primary agenda for the book.

2. Their transition: Acts beginsvhereluke leftoff. Theresurrection anascensioare
common to both (uke 24; Ad¢s 1).However, Luke spends a lot of time with the
resurrection and briefly mentions the ascension whereas Acts briefly mentions the
resurrection and expands on the ascension. This is a helpful literary device.

3. They bridge Jesis and the Church The church wsanot an afterthought. You cannot
be saved without being part of the church. In a sense, the churchlis desnse, it is
not only Luke that would be incomplete without Acts, but Matthew, Mark, and John as
well. For wihout the Church, the message of the Gospel is incomplete.

4. They bridge Jesus and the SpirifThe work of the Holy Spirit is a continuation of the
ministry of Jesus. The Holy Spirit touches all areas of church lifé ievstgelism,
stewardship, problesudving, leadership, etc.

1 Everett Fergusomackgrounds of Early Chrigteraitgl Rapids: Eerdms, 1987), 94.
4



5. They bridge Jew and GentileActs 2 and Acts 10 are vital. While Luke emphasizes
that the roots of Christianity are to be found in Judaism, God intended from the
beginning to gain for himself a people from all the nations ofttinePeaul was the
apostle to the Gentiles, but usually went first to the Jewish synagogue when he arrived in
a town. All of the disciples were Jewish, but the gospel would spread through them to
the Gentiles.

6. They bridge faith and history The people indih books are real. The story does not
begin,6Once upon a time ...The miraculous and the historical, the individual and the
corporate, the spiritual and the political are woven together as warp and woof of a single
narrative.

7. Both showinterest in thedowntroddenfi Gentiles, SamaritanyWomen, the poor
and the sick For Luke, the only Gentile author of the Bible, the idea that God would
be available to all (not just healthy Jewish malgbgf@shanging realization that
undergirded his literary pretjeOne can trace his movements toward inclusion
throughout Luke and Acts, culminating in the conversion of Cornelius ¢Adisai®
Saul / Paul 6s ministry to the Gentiles (esp

8. Both show interest insupernatural being$i angelsand demons Gabrelwassent
to ZecharialfLuke 1:1819),Mary(Luke 1:28638),andthe shepherds (Luke &1%)
Luke has Jesus speak frequently about angels (Luke $26134:@; 16:22; 20:36).
Angelswvereinvolved inthe resurrection (Luke 24:23),dseensiofActs1:1@11)
deliverance from prisgActs 5:19; 12815) evangelisrfActs 8:26; 1083, 22; 11:13)
infliction of judgmenfActs 12:23gand revelation (Acts 27:23gmons are also a
common theme for Lukéke 4:3333, 41; 6:18; 7:21; 8:202F; 9:1, 4219; 10:17;
11:1424; 13:32Ads 8, 13, 16, 19, 28hese are countered by appropriate signs and
wonders from the Holy Spirit.

Just as Luke/Acts can be compared, so canitigries of Peter and Pauthirthe book of Acts:

Healed a lame man (3:6814

Peter's shadow and Paul's handkerchief (5:15; 19:12).
Confronted a sorcerer (8:20; 13:8).

Raised the dead (9938; 20:812).

Received and rejected worship (52@514:1415).
Supported by a Pharisee before the Sanhedrid3&5:33:67).
Miraculous release from prison (5:19; 16:26).

Vision recorded three times (823 2629; 11:410; 9:5 19; 22:612; 26:1218).
. Beaten (5:40; 16:23).

10.Filled with the Holy Spirit (4:8; 9:17; 13:19).
11.Preached the Word of God with boldness (31,9;27,28).
12.Preached to both Jews and Gentiles (10:34f; 13:46f).

©CoNoh~wNE



It is as if Luke is saying, 0So goes Peter, s
step backwards and one step forwards. The ministries of Peter and Paul mirror thiahefy/Jesu
also project forward the ministry of the church in expanding the fame of Jesus.

II. MAJOR THEMES, VALUES, AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BOOK:

1. The Holy Spirit is mentioned at very important intervals in the book. Haenchen mentions
that "spirit" ocurs 62 times in the bodk.belongs:

With baptism except in exceptional céés 2:38; 10:47; 11:16; d49;:tf. 8:16)

With performance of some special task34,;&:55; 13:92).

With particular directives or advice (8:29; 144191:2813:3,4; 16:6f; 20:23; 21:11).
To Christians as permanent property (6:5; 11:24).

coop

The life of the church is directed and guided by the Holy Spirit directly (13:2; 15:28; 16:6),
through angels (5:19f; 8:26; 27tA&)ugh prophets (11:28; 20:11f), ooulyh the Lord Jesus
Himself (9:86, 1@16; 18:9; 23:11).

2. TheChurchi s the fulfill ment of Godidhekingadoment i on
The kingdom is larger than the church, older than the church, and will extend beyond the
church but the churchs t he present mani festation of Go
strikingly honest picture of the church, portraying both the pressures without and the struggles
within.In addition, he shows the expansion of the people of God throughout allaorners
the RomarEmpire under persecution, yet unhindered (Acts 28:3Wamted Theophilus to
know for certain this picture of Jesus and the kingddegnwvas undoubtedly interested in
how the gospel had been received and what success it had met iusheevdeis of
influence known to him in the eastern part oétnep i r e, from XFerusal em t

3. An apologeticto Theophilus to confirm the belief that the Christian Church was not
politically dangerous. Christianity can exist in any culture. Sop®pased that the book
of Acts was to be used as a defense brief for Paul during his trial at Rome. Consider:

1  Roman officials were consistently friendly to Christianity.

1  Roman authorities could find no fault in either Jesus or His apodtids=@34
[Pilate], 1415 [Herod], 20,22cts18:1415 [Gallio]; 23:29 [Claudius Lysias]; 24:83, 26
27 [Felix]; 25:25 [Festus]; 26:31 [Herod Agrippa 1]

2 Ernst HaencherThe Acts of the Apostlesnfir@éntgty. Bernard Noble and Gerald Shinn
Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1971), 187.

3Richard Longeneckécts in The Expositords Bible Commenta
1995), 217



1  Roman authorities conceded that Christianity wedigia licita lawful or licensed
religion).
1 Inordinate spaceliaps21628)is devoted to Paul's arrest.

4. Expansion of Christianity. It shows that the essential task of the church is the mission of
God. The mission becomes social action. There is no dualism here for the early church. Acts
providesa manal of personal evangelighii.the while, th@rovidence of Gogrotected the
church (esp. Acts 12 & 2The church lives out its life in the hands of God. The early church
did three basic things:

1  They preached the gospel.
1  They baptized the converts.
1  They planted the church.

In this sense then Acts is a missionary document. Luke would have a special interest in this
due to his Gentile statti§his is not to suggest that the missionaries were not pastors. They
did care about the edification of the fleeld the travels show this.

5. Gentile Inclusion. It shows that ultimately no racial discrimination is allowed in God's
church Acts10:34f. Jews and Gentiles learn to get along in this new community. The Gentile
inclusion in the church was the fulfillmefiprophecy (ke 24:47 Acts1:4f,20; 2:1621;
3:24; 10:43; 13:4af; 15:1518; 28:2528).

6. Accurate History. It shows good evidence of what was going on in Palestine in the first
centurya.D. In this sense Luke proves himself to be an accuratéahistuke does not
simply portray history as "that which happened"” but as "that which God designed and
implemented." The vogue theological term is "salvation history." Luke's accuracies include:

Political structure and official titles.

Social and paital customs.

Dates.

1  Geography; it contains some 80 geographical references.

E |

7. SpeechesThere are no less than 24 speeches or excerpts of speeches included in Acts: Nine
by Peter (1.322; 2:1436; 3:1826; 4:812; 5:28 32; 8:2023; 10:3d43; 11:617;15:811);
nine by Paul (13:461; 14:1817; 17:2@31; 20:1835; 22:@21; 24:1821; 26:823; 27:2426;
28:1620); one by Gamaliel (5339); Stephen (&33); James (15823); Demetrius (19:@5
27); the Ephesian town clerk (18488, and Festus (25324). The vocabulary and theology
of the speeches of Peter and B&ah matchhat of their epistles.

4John R. W. StoftheMessage of Atse: Spirit, tiaurch & thé/orldDowners Grove: Inter
Varsity Press, 199481.
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8. Sophisticated writing It shows excellent evidence of good writing language and style. Luke's
Greek is among the finest in M€, only the book of Hebws is comparable. "He steeps his
style in Biblical phraseology, drawn from the Greek Old Testament, so long as his narrative
moves in Palestinian circles, where the speakers used Greek that obviously represents a foreign
idiom ... he instinctively depdrtsm that style when his subjects takes him away from the
Biblical land and peopfaii other words, when Luke describes Jewish events he writes as a
Hellenistic Jew, following the style of the LXX; when he describes Roman events, he writes
like a RomarHe is a literary genius. In addition, his vocabulary is outstanding. He uses 732
words in his two volumes not found elsewhere iNTh€he vocabulary of Luke compares
favorably with the noted Greek writer, Xenophon.

9. Eye-witness testimony It appears #it when Luke travelled with Paul he describes it in the
first person plural "we." The following sections include this peculiarityl16200621:18;
27:1028:16.

10. It furnishes goothackground materialfor at least 10 of Paul's Epistles: 1 and 2
Thessalnians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Romans, Colossians, Philippians, Ephesians,
and Philemon. It also serves as a bridge between the gospels and the epistles. Some have
suggested that this relationship between Acts and the Pauline Epistles isihptatitbof:

1  In Acts Paul is proud of his Pharisaic piety and ties himself to the law (162%3;21:18
26:5), while in the epistles sees this as a possibility which must not be allowed to limit his
freedom in Christ (1 Cor. 98P3; Gal. 2:5, 11).

T  In Acts Paul is brought directly into the church and into fellowship with the Apostles
(9:2@19, 2330), while in the epistles Paul claims to be distant from the apostles and
independent of them.

1  The epistles more vehemently claim Paul as an Apostle thae doe tf Acts (cf.

Gal. 1:1Acts14:4, 14).

However, hesanore likelyepresent different theological and historical emphases rather than
contradictions.

11. Theology. Actsraises several critical issues of key importance for the church today:

Baptismin the Spirit and charismatic gifts.
Miraculous signs and the Apostles’ power.
Economic sharing of the early church 2:44, 4%3%.32
Church discipline.

Christian conversion.

Crosscultural evangelism and prejudice.

~ooo0oTp

5 Jamed/oulton A Grammar of New Testamen{Bimdurgh: T&T Clark, 1908), 87
6 Sed. H. MarshallThe Acts of the Alpd&rand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988)ftn. 3.
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TITLE

1.

SeTOS3ITATIo@

The establishment and functionf}tarch leadership.
Missionary principles.

Foundations and implementation of Christian unity.
Motives and methods in evangelism.

Persecution of the church.

Church and state.

Providence/Will of God.

Nature and work of the Holy Spirit.

The leading of thidoly Spirit.

Women's work in the church.

Predestination (2:23; 3:18; 4:28926:5.0:20).
Picture of Jesus (especially fulfilled prophecy).

Background issues

What is the title

T
T
T
T

Is it the acts of all thpostles? Sonwé the Apostle® But what about the fact that

Acts of the Apostles (Rictorial).

The Acts of the Apogs (Phillips, KJV, Readers Digest, TEV, NATSK).

The Acts (NIV).
Acts of Apostles (New World).

sometimes the apostles argpagsed in favor of others?

"Acts" mg seem strange to us, but "This was a common designation in the Hellenistic age for
a description of the deeds of an outstanding individual, as for example, 'The Acts of

Alexander' or 'The Acts of HanniBal'

Codex vaticanus and Beza have "Acts oftiésdsHowever, Codex Sinaiticus has only

"Acts," and this is used by the church fathers.

There is something wonderful about the simple name, "Acts."
It helps to show that whatever acts took place they took place by the power of the Holy

T
T

Spirit. Thus, "fe Acts of the Holy Spirit."

It helps to show that there are no "little people” in the church. Everyone counts. We
read of Peter, John, James, Philip, Stephen, and Paul. But we also read of Ananias,

Barnabas, John Mark, and Timothy.

It helps to show thdhe church does acts. It performs the words and deeds of Jesus.
Can the church today really be described as doing much of anything?

7D. EdmondHiebert The Gospels and (&tteago: Moody, 1975), 247.
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AUTHOR:

1. Whoever wrote it shows that the author is an educated and classy reporter. The narratives are
moving, stirringand powerful.

2. Tradition (until the 1800's) says thatethe physiciafrom Antioch of Syriand travelling
companion of Paulrote the book. Luke died in Boeatia, Greece, unmarried, at age 84. When
people broke with this tradition it was due to pbghical presuppositions and not because
of evidence or new finds in the ancient records.

3. Evidences for Luke writing Acts:
External: By the second centuxy. the church believed it was Léke.

A Muratorian Canon (13200).

A Anti-marcionite prologue (1&IB0).

A Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, Eusebius, Jero@egandll
accepted.ucan authorship

A Variant reading @fcts20:13 in an Armenian text reads, "But I, Luke, and those
who were with me, went on board."

1 Internal: There is a similaylstto the Gospel of Luke and a similar recipient
(Theophilus); a similar introductibwmKe1:164; Acts1:185). There is also similar
vocabulany Luke uses an inordinate number of words that are not found anywhere else
in theNT The are at least fifty werdommon to Luke and Acts which are not found
anywhere else in tNa Also, consider the "we" passagas$the "medical” language (cf
Col. 4:14; P 24; 2 Timt:1).

4. Luke never claims to have written it, so perhaps we are not bound to defend tHaithe did,
is still the best position.

5. Whati ssues hayv é¢rustovarthiressdbe quaskiondild

Paul's conversion accoun® of them.

Silence in Acts of the Jerusalem offering which features so prominent in the epistles.
Silence in Acts concargithe writing of the epistles.

Disharmonyof Paul's visits to Jerusalexaté9, 11, 15; Gald2).

Differencefrom Paul's attitude toward Jews.

Differencefrom Paul's theology.

E R

Answers to these objections can be found in our exegesis of the text.

8 For further details see FFdakeslackson anidirsoppLake(eds.)Acts of the Apogtirand
Rapids: Baker, 1972R07ffand Ha&nchen (3f).
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DATE:

1.

How can we determine the date of the book with any kind of accuracy?
1  We know when Herod Agrippa died A4484)i Acts12.

1  We know about the famine $48A.D.)i Acts1l.

1 We can comparkcts15 and Gal.d2.

1  We know something of Claudius expelewgs(t. 494.0.)i Acts18.

What affects the dating of Acts?

1  Authorship

i The relationship to Lukan writings and Luke's sources.
1  The relationship of Paul and his death.

1  The outlook of Acts.

What are the possibilities?
1 60's.

1 70380's.

1  Second Century.

The best bet yet is that the book was written by Luke from Rome abouju&2 prior to
Paul's release from howaseest. What evidence do we have for this?

1  We do have people quoting the book in the second century.
No mention of the Fall of Jerlesa, 707.D.

No mention of Nero and his persecutior§é8h.D.

No mention of the martyrdom of Paul or Peter under Ne@63@./D.
No mention of the martyrdom of James, the Lord's brothem 62

Book shows the church knocking out "primitive"” isbugs\ot later issues like
crystallization of doctrine, sacraments, hierarchical leadership, and apostolic succession.

1  Attitude of state toward the church. That attitude was toleéranteersecution.
1  Acts does not indicate usage of Pauline Epistles.

= =4 -4 -8 -9

WORLD OR ENVIRONMENT OF ACTS:

Only by understanding this can we see the backdrop of the impact of the church on the Roman
Empire. The church will become like a diamond on a black cloth. What was going on in the world
of the first century.D. when the chieh was born?

a.

It Was a World of Extreme Materialism.

1  This is not to suggest that there was no poverty. Consider the issue of slavery. But
slavery was big business as well. The rich got richer and the poor got poorer. See
PetroniusThe Satyridon a cescription of some of the feasts by the royalty.
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1  Consider the description given by SuetonilisenTwelve Caedarst the feasts of
Claudius, mentioned Atts18:1f.

He gave many splendid banquets, usually in large halls, and at times invéed no few

than 600 guests. One banquet was held close to the debouchment of the Fucine Lake on
the day it was emptied; but the water came rushing out in a deluge and almost drowned
him. His sons and daughters, like those of other distinguished figures, veere alway
expected to dine with him, sitting in-faldhioned style at the ends of the couches on

which their parents reclined. Once, when a guest was believed to have pocketed a golden
bowl, Claudius invited him again the next evening, this time setting artsrealare

basin in front go him. Some say that he planned an edict to legitimize the breaking of
wind at table, either silently or noiaftgr hearing about a man who was so modest that

he endangered his health hyatempt to restrain himself.

1  Into this world came the church with great sharing pAats2:4247;4:3837.

b. It Was a World of Religious Pluralism.
1 Our world is like this as well. Consilets17:22, 23. Some said that it was easier to
find a god in Athens than it was to find a man.
1  Into this world came the church with a unique and powerful truth claim offering people
an alternative to every other system of belief.
1  For Christians there is one Lord. In this sense we are nehojukd.

c. ItWas a World of Political Deism.
1  Since the gis were just dumb idols and the mystery religions bottomed out, the people
worshiped their political leaders. This was not new either.
1  Consider what Suetonius says about divine titles that Domitian claimed for himself:

Just as arrogantly he began erletthich his agents were to circulate, with the words, 'Our

Lord and God instructs you to do this!" and 'Lord and God' became his regular title both in
writing and conversation. Images dedicated to Domitian in the Capitol had to be of either gold
or silve, and of a certain weight; and he raised so many and such enormous arcades and
arches, decorated with chariots and triumphal insignia, in various city districts, that someone
scribbled 'arci," meaning 'arches' on one ofithmrused Greek characters, smdpelled

out the Greek word for 'Enough!" He held seventeen consulships, which was a record.

1  While the Roman leaders were great men and built great roads (The Mediterranean Sea
was called the Roman Lake) and established peace, they were still-Qflyistians
could pray for their national leaders (1 Tim. 2:1; 1 Pet. 2:13) but not to them.

d. It Was a World of Rampant Spiritism.

1 Itwas a world filled with demonology, spiritualism, astrology, magic, and mystery
religions. Consideicts 14:8ff.

12



1  Doesit seem strange to you that no one ever raised a cry against Jesus casting out
demons as to whether or not the demons existed?

q Into this world came the church that combined rationality and empiricism. Christians
know about the principalities and powaeitsley also know that Christ overcame them
on the cross.

e. It Was a World of Philosophical Fatalism.
1  Consider the Stoics and Epicureamscté17.
1  One ancient philosopher said, "I was not, | was, | am not, | don't care."
1 Into this world came the chlravho claimed that Jesus was the Way. The Christians
believed that they were experiencing life at the highest level.

f. It Was a World of Gross Paganism.

i Molech and Baal lived on in the first cemduryOur world is bad with aids, murder,
etc., but thdirst centuna.D. was no picnic.

1  Consider the lengthy section from Suetonius abouteronurdered both of the
pillars of the early church, Peter and Paul:

26. It might have been possible to excuse his insolent, lustful, extravagant, greedy, or cruel
early practices (which were furtive and increased only gradually), by saying that boys will be
boys; yet at the same time, this was clearly the true Nero, not merely Nero in his adolescence.
As soon as night fell he would snatch a cap or wig and makd afrthe taverns, or prowl

the streets in search of misdhiahd not always innocent mischief either, because one of his
games was to attack men on their way home from dinner, stab them if they offered resistance,
and then drop their bodies down the sewde would also break into shops and rob them,
afterwards opening a market at the Palace with the stolen goods, dividing them up into lots,
auctioning them himself, and squandering the proceeds. During these escapades he often
risked being blinded orl&ifi once he was beaten almost to death by a senator whose wife he
had molested, which taught him never to go out after dark unless an escort of colonels was
following him at an unobserved distance. He would even secretly visit the Theatre by day, in a
seda chair, and watch the quarrels among the pantomime actors, cheering them on from the
top of the proscenium; then, when they came to blows and fought it out with stones and
broken benches, he joined in by throwing things on the heads of the crowd. €@asioa 0

he fractured a praetor's skull.

27. Gradually Nero's vices gained the upper hand; he no longer tried to laugh them off, or
hide, or deny them, but openly broke into more serious crime. His feasts now lasted from
noon till midnight, with an occasal break for diving into a warm bath, or if it were summer,
into snowcooled water. Sometimes he would drain the artificial lake in the Campus Martius,
or the other in the circus, and hold public dinner parties there, including prostitutes and
dancinggirls from allover the city among his guests. Whenever he floated down the Tiber to
Ostia, or cruised past the Gulf of Baiae, he had a row of temporary brothels erected along the
shore, where married women, pretending to Heerers, solicited him to ceshore. He
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also forced his friends to provide him with dinners; one of them spent 40,000 gold pieces on a
turban party, and another even more on a rose banquet.

28. Not satisfied with seducing fbeen boys and married women, Nero raped the Vestal

Virgin Rubria. He nearly contrived to marry the freedwoman Acte, by persuading some friends
of consular rank to swear falsely that she came of royal stock. Having tried to turn the boy
Sporus into a girl by castration, he went through a wedding cerembnyiwibwry, bridal

veil and afl took him to his palace with a great crowd in attendance, and treated him as a

wife. A rather amusing joke is still going the rounds: the world would have been a happier
place had Nero's father Domitius married that sorfef Meé dressed Sporus in the fine

clothes normally worn by an Empress and took him in his own litter not only to every Greek
assize and fair, but actually through the Street of the Sigillaria at Rome, kissing him amorously
now and then.

The lecherous psien he felt for his mother, Agrippina, was notorious; but her enemies would
not let him consummate

it, fearing that, if he did, she would become even more powerful and ruthless than hitherto. So
he found a new mistress who was said to be her spitiggy some say that he did, in fact,

commit incest with Agrippina every time they rode in the samiethtestains on his clothes

when he emerged proved it.

29. Nero practiced every kind of obscenity, and after defiling almost every part of his body
finally invented a novel game; he was released from a cage dressed in the skins of wild animals,
and attacked the private parts of men and women who stood bound to stakes. After working

up sufficient excitement by this means, he was desgsttalede safi?by his freedman

Doryphorus. Doryphorus now married hifoust as he himself had married Spoaursd on

the wedding night he imitated the screams and moans of a girl being deflowered. According to
my informants he was convinced that nobody could remain chaste io any part of his

body, but that most people concealed their secret vices; hence, if anyone confessed to obscene
practices, Nero forgave him all his other crimes.

1 Into this world came the church that recorded, "Be holy, for I, the Lord younGod, a
holy."

NOTE: Do you see our world in these six points? What can we doabout it
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Theophilus

Jesus

John (theBaptis}

Peter

John

James

Andrew

Philip

Thomas

Bartholomew

Matthew

James ¢ of Alphaeus)
Simon the Zealot
Judas (son of James)
James (Father of Judas)
Mary (Mother of Jesus)
David

Judas (Iscariot)
Matthias

Joel

Abraham

Isaac

Jacob

Pilate

Moses

Samuel

Annas (high priest)

Caiaphas (hig
John (high pr
Al exander (hi

Herod

Joseph (Barnabas)
Ananias

Sapphira

Gamaliel

Theudas

Judas (Galilean)
Stephen

Philip

Procorus

Nicanor

Timon

Parmenas

Nicolas (From Antioch)
Simon the Sorcerer
Candace (Ethiopian queen)
Saul

Ananias (disciple)
Judas (on Straight Street)
Aeneas (a Paralytic
Tabitha (or Dorcas)
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PEOPLE OF ACTS

11 Simon the tanner 9:43
11 Cornelius 10:1
15 Agabus (prophet) 11:28
1:13 Claudius 11:28
1:13 Mary (Johnoés Mot herlpl2
1:13 Rhoda 12:13
1:13 Blastus 12:20
1:13 John Mark 12:25
1:13 Simeon called Niger 13:1
1:13 Lucius of Cyrene 13:1
1:13 Manaen 13:1
1:13 BarJesus (Elymas) 13:6
1:13 Sergius Paulus 13:7
1:13 Saul (Son of Kish) 13:21
1:13 Jesse (Davidos Fat hsa22)
1:14 Judas (Barsabbas) 15:22
1:16 Silas 15:22
1:16 Timothy 16:1
1:23 Lydia 16:14
2:16 Jason 17:15
3:13 Dionysius 17:34
3:13 Damaris 17:34
3:13 Aquila (Jew) 18:2
3:13 Priscilla 18:2
3:22 Titius Justus 18:7
3:24 Crispus 18:8
4:6 Gallio 18:12
i edA6ds Apaliod (Jew)) 18:24
0 s 4f6a mi Scgva (a chief priest) 19:4
ri et 60 s Erassni | y) 19:22
4:27 Demetrius (Silversmith) 19:24
4:36 Gaius (Derbe) 19:29
5:1 Aristarchus 19:29
5:1 Alexander 19:33
5:34 Sopater (Pyrrhus S 20m)
5:36 Pyrrhus (Sopater Balt her)
5:37 Secundus (Thesaica) 20:4
6:5 Tychicus (Asia) 20:4
6:5 Trophimus(Asia) 20:4
6:5 Eutychus 20:9
6:5 Mnason (Cyprus) 21:16
6:5 Ananias (high priest) 23:2
6:5 Felix (Governer) 23:24
6:5 Claudius Lysias 23:26
8:9 Tertullus (lawyer) 24:1
8:27 Drusila ( Fel i x8s wi fe)24:24
91 Porcius Festus 24:27
9:10 Agrippa (king) 25:13
9:11 Bernice 25:13
9:33 Julius (centurion) 27:1
9:36 Publius 28:7
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PLACES OF ACTS

Achaia, 18:12, 27 Gahtia, 16:6; 18:23 Pega, 13:13, 14; 14:25
Adramyttium, 27:2 Galilee, 1:11; 2:7; 5:37; 9:31; Philippi, 16:12; 20:6
Adriatic Sea, 27:27 10:37 Phoenicia, 11:19; 15:3; 21:2
Alexandria, 6:9; 18:24; 22&11 Gaza, 8:26 Phoenix, 27:12
Amphipolis, 17:1 Greece, 20:2 Phrygia, 2:10; 16:6; 18:23
Antioch, 6:5; 11:19, 20, 22, 26, Haran, 7:2, 4 Pisidia, 14:24
27;13:1; 14:19, 21, 26; 15:1, Iconium, 13:51; 14:1, 19, 21; 16:2Pisidian Antioch, 13:14
22, 23, 30, 35; 18:22, 23 Israel, 1:6; 2:22, 36; 5:31, 35; 7:28ontus, 2:9; 18:2
Antipatris, 23:31 42:10:36; 13:23; 21:28 Ptolemais, 21:7
Apollonia, 17:1 Italy, 18:2; 27:1, 6 Puteoli, 28:13
Asia, 2:9; 6:9; 16:6; 19:10, 22, 26Jerusalem, 1:8, 12, 19; 2:5, 14; 418ed Sea, 7:36
27: 20:4, 16, 18; 16; 516, 28; 8:1, 14,85; Rhegium, 28:13
21:27;24:19;27:2 9:13, 21, 26, 28; 10:39; 11:2, Rhodes, 21:1
Assos, 20:13, 14 22,27; 12:25; 13:13, 27; 15:2,Rome, 2:1®1:28; 16:12, 21, 38;
Athens, 17:16, 228:1 4: 16:4; 19:21; 20:16; 20:22; 19:21; 21:31; 22824, 29;
Attalia, 14:25, 26 21:4, 1813, 15, 17, 31; 22:5, 23:11, 27; 25:16; 28:14, 16, 17
Azotus, 8:40 17; 23:11; 24:11; 25:1, 7, 15, Salamis, 13:5
Babylon, 7:43 20, 24; 26:4, 10, 20; 28:17 Salmone, 27:7
Berea, 17:10, 14; 20:4 Joppa, 9:36, 42, 43; 10:5, 8, 32; Samaria, 1:8; 8:1, 4, 9, 14, 25;
Bithynia, 16:7 11:13 9:31; 15:3

Caesarea, 8:40; 9:30; 10:1, 24; Judea,:8; 2:9; 8:1; 9:31; 10:37; Samos, 20:15
11:11; 18:22; 21:8, 16; 23:33; 11:1, 29; 15:1; 21:10; 26:20; Samothrice, 16:11

24:1; 25:1, 4, 6, 13, 24 28:21 Seleucia, 13:4
Canaan, 13:19 Kios, 20:15 Sharon, 9:35
Cappadocia, 2:9 Lasea, 27:8 Sidon, 12:20; 27:3
Cauda, 27:16 Libya, 2:10 Sol omonds KICwmlI2onade,
Cenchrea ,18:18 Lycaonia, 14:6 Syracuse, 28:12
Cilicia, 6:9; 153241; 21:39; 22:3; Lycia, 27:5 Syria, 15:23, 41, 18:18; 20:3; 21:3
23:34;27:5 Lydda, 9:32, 35 Syrtis, 27:17
Cnidus, 27:7 Lystra, 14:6, 8, 21; 16:1, 2 Tarsus, 9:11, 30; 11:25; 21:39;
Corinth, 18:1, 18; 19:1 Macedonia, 16:9, 10, 12; 18:5; 22:3
Cos 21:1 19:21, 22, 29; 20:1, 3; 27:2 Three Taverns, 28:15
Crete, 27:7, 12, 13, 21 Malta, 28:1 Thessalonica, 17:1, 13; 20:4; 27:2
Cyprus, 4:36; 11:19, 20; 13:4; Mede, 2:9 Thyatira, 16:14
15:39; 21:3, 16; 27:4 Mespotamia, 2:9; 7:2 Troas, 16:8, 11; 20:5, 6
Cyrene 2:10; 6:9; 11:20; 13:1 Midian, 7:29 Tyre, 12:20; 21:3, 7

Damascus, 9:2, 3, 8, 10, 22, 27; Miletus, 20:15, 17
22:5, 6, 10, 11; 26:12, 20 Mitylene, 20:14

Derbe, 14:620; 16:1; 20:4 Mount of Olives, 1:12
Egypt, 2:10; 7:9 (Egypt Mount Sinai, 7:30, 38
mentioned continually in Myra, 27:5
Chapter 7); 13:17; 21:38 Mysia, 16:7, 8
Elamia, 2:9 Nazareth, 10:38; 26:9

Ephesus, 18:19, 21, 24; 19:1, 17,Neapolis, 16:11
26, 34, 35; 20:16, 17; 21:29 Pamphylia, 2:10; 13:13; 14:24;

Ethiopia, 8:27 275

Fair Havens, 27:8 Paphos, 13:6, 13
Field of Blood (Akeldama), 1:19 Parthia, 2:9
Forum of Appius, 28:15 Patara, 21:1
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1:1611
1:1226
2:1613

2:14641
2:4DA7
3:1610
3:116
4:1622

4:2331
4:3D37

5:1611
5:1216
5:1842
6:157
6:815
7:1653

7:5468:1a
8:1m3

8:48
8:925
8:2@40
9:1619a
9:191931
9:343
10:18
10:923a
10:231648
11:D18
11:1930
12:D19a

12:19B25
13:13
13:412
13:1851
14:157
14:820
14:2D28

EVENTS OF ACTS

Jesus taken up into Heaven 15:121 The council at Jerusalem

Matthias chosen to replace Judas 152835 Th e ¢ o un sGehtiies

The Holy Spirit comes at believers

Pentecost 15:3@41  Disagreement between Paul and
Peter addresses the crowd Barnabas

The fellowship of the believers 16:15 Timothy joins Paul and Silas

Peter heals the crippled beggar 16:®10 Paul s vision of
Peter speaks to the orkeos Macedonia

Peter and John before the 16:1815 Lydiabds conversi
Sanhedrin 16:16#40 Paul and Silas in prison

The believersdo pi7r®9 er InThessalonica

The believers share their 17:1@15 In Berea

possessions 17:1634 In Athens

Ananias and Sapphira 18:D17 In Corinth

The Apostles heal many 18:1828  Priscilla, Aquila and Apollos

The Apostles persecuted 19:1B22 Paul in Ephesus

The choosing of the seven 19:2841  The riot in Ephesus

Sephen seized 20:16 Through Macedonia and Greece
Stephends speech20f6bd2 t Euychus raised from the dead
Sanhedrin at Troas

The stoning of Stephen 201838 Pawul 6s faresae!| | t
The Church persecuted and elders

scattered 21:DB16 On to Jerusalem

Philip in Samaria 21:1526 Paul 86s arrival at
Simon the Sorcerer 21:2836  Paul arrested

Philip and the Ethiopian

Saul 6s conver si
Saul ilamascus and Jerusalem
Aeneas and Dorcas

Cornelius calls for Peter
Peterds vVvision
Peter at Cornel: i
Peter explains his actions

The church in Antioch

Peter ds
prison
Herodds deat h
Barnabas and Saul sent off
On Cyprus

In Pisidian Antioch

In Iconium

In Lystra and Derbe

The return to Antioch in Syria
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21:3022:21 Paul speaks to the crowd
Paul the Roman citizen
22:3@23:11 Before the Sanhedrin

23:1322  The plot to kill Paul
23:2835 Paul transferretth Caesarea
24:D27 The trial before Felix

2bHB2 h dhe wiad before Festus
25:1822  Festus consults King Agrippa
25:2826:32 Paul before Agrippa

mi r acul oarvlze s Palmsals for Ramem

27:1826 The storm

27:2044  The shipwreck

28:010 Ashore on Malta

28:1516 Arrivalat Rome

28:1631 Paul preaches at Rome under

guard
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1:4,5
1:20
1:20
2:17:21
2:2928
2:34, 35
3:22, 23
3:25
4:11
4:25, 26

76,7

7:37
7:42, 43
8:32, 33
11:28
13:33
13:34
13:35
13:41
13:47
15:16, 17
21:11
27:24

28:26, 27

PROPHECIES OF ACTS
Jesus prophecies about the apostles being baptized with the Holy Spirit.
Peter quoteBsab9:25 as a prophecy concerning Judas.
Peter quotes another passBgal 09:8concerning Judas.
Peter quotes fronod 2:2&32 which speaks of the last days.
Peter quoteRsal6:&11 from David about Jesus.
Peter quotes again from DaWdal10:1, about Jesus (refer also to Mt. 22:43).
Quoted fromDe. 18:15, 18, 19 from Moses speaking about Jesus.
Quoted from Gen. 22:18, 26:4, God spoke to Abraham about blessing his offspring.

Quoted fromPsal18:22 by Peter as he speaks to the Sanhedrin concerning Jesus.

Quoted fromPsa2:1,21 t 6s a prophecy from David about

Quoted from Gen. 15:13, 14. God tells Abraham his descendants will be enslaved for four
hundred years.

Same as 3:22.

Quoted from Am. 5:227. Prophecy concerning tkeaklites turning to this idol.

Quoted from Is. 3:7, 8. Prophecy about Jesus being read by Eunuch.

Agabus prophecies about severe famine to spread over entire Roman world.

Quoted fromPsa2:7. Speaking of Jesus, you are my son, taxtayour Father.

Quoted from Is. 55:3. Speaking of blessings promised to David being given to Jesus.
Quoted fromPsal6:10. Speaking of Jesus, holy one will not see decay.

Quoted from Hab. 1:5. Prophetic warning,
Quoted from Is. 49:16. Prophecy about Paul as the light to the Gentiles.

Quoted from Am. 9:11, 12. Prophecy about the Gentiles coming into the tent of David.
Prophecy from Agabus concerning Paul being bound and handed oveettithe G
Prophecy from an angel to Paul concerning his trial in Rome.

Quoted from Is. 6:9, 10. Prophecy about the Jews not believing.
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ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE BOOK OF ACTS
By Wilbur Fields

Brief bibliography of books on Archaeology and tlumk of Acts:

B = Blaiklock, E.M.The Archaeology of the New Testam@riand RapidsZondervan, 1970).

D = Deissmann, AdoliLight from the Ancient EagGrand Rapids: Baker, 1955

F = Finegan, Jaclk.ight from the Ancient PagPrinceton, 1960

H = Harrison, R.KArchaeology of the New Testam@xéw York: Association Press, 1964

OLB = Avi-Yonah, Michael; and Kraeling, Emil GDur Living Bible(Jeruséem: Biblical Publications,
Ltd., 962.

R = Ramsay, Wm. MT'he Bearing of Recent Discovery o fTrustvorthiness of the New Testament
(Grand Rapids: Baker, 1953

W = Wright, G. ErnestBiblical ArchaeologyPhiladelphiaWestminster1966.

1. Ramsay found inscriptions the Phrygian languageat Iconium R, 70 73) (cf. Acts 14:11 This
discovery was one of the first things that caused Ramsay to change his mind about the
trustworthiness of Acts.

2.  There is a Moslem shrine of tlescensionof Jesus on the summit of the Mawf Olives. This
was formerly a Byzantine churgif\cts 1:911). The ascension of Christ is recognized by the
Moslems as a real event.

3.  There were plenty gboolsavailable in Jerusalem for baptizing 3000 people (Acts 2:41). The main
pools in the Jerutam area were the Pool of Hezekiah, Pool of Israel, Pools of Bethesda, the
Sultands (or Serpent 6s) pool , Maryds pool (j us
Jerusalem). Some of these pools now at Jerusalem may have been made afteofithdifNew
Testament, but some of them (like the Pool of Israel) were certainly there in the time of the book of

Acts.
4.  The Gate Beautiful (Acts 3:2, 10) was probably the same gate now called the Golden Gate in the
east wall of the temple court. Thisgat opened into the Court of the |

was located tith north and south of the gatlong the inside of the temple ctyard wall.

5. Acts 6:19 mentions th&ynagogue of the Libertines(freed slaves). A stone slab called the
Theodotus inscription, tells of the dedication of a synagogue in Jerusalem by JewslLatith
names (such as Vettenus). These people were probably Jewish slaves released by the Romans.
(OLB, 307. WestminsteHistorical Atlas of the Bibl¢1945 ed.), p. 87).

6. Ethiopia (= Nubia, the modern Sudan, just south of Egypt) was ruled in the first century by a
dynasty of queens, many nam@dndace(Acts 8:27; D, 352; OLB, 308

7.  Straight Streetin Damascus (Acts 11:2&, fig. 121; OLB, 309). It has only five slight crooks i
it its length of about a mile. That is straight for Damascus! (J.W. McGadreeyis of the Bible
555).

8. Caesarea(Acts 10:24; 23:33) was the Roman capital in Judea. It is located on the Mediterranean
Sea coast, about 25 miles south of Mt. Carmel.oti¢hhe Great built the harbor there. The harbor
is now choked with sand and ruins. (B#elical Archaeology Revieway-June 1982)

9. There was #&aminein the timeClaudius Caesar4.D. 44i 48). See Acts 11:28. Josephus mentions
this severe famine in hisntiquities,lll, 1, 2.
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10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.
29.

30.

QueenHelena a Jewess of Mesopotamia, sent food to-@bnistian Jews at Jerusalem during the
Claudius famine. (Josephusntiquities XX, 2, 5). At the same time the Christians at Antioch sent

relief by Barnabas and Saul tetRhristians in Jerusalem (Acts 113290 ) . Queen Hel enab

tombs have been found at the north edge of Jerusalem. The tombs have been wrongly called th
fiTombs of the Kings 0 They have a rolling stone at t
are (W, 246F, 199 202).

The name oSergius Paulug/Acts 13:7) was found on an inscription at Antioch in Pisidia (RJ 150
151).

The city of Philippii s correctl y c¢al digrdd t(heEmefig ik Acs 16:12 i t y
(H, 39)

e
he

of

OfficialsatPh | i ppi wer e cor r e c stiatggodtiniAttd 16:80H/4P)r aet or s o0 (

Of ficials at Thessal oni c aulenweftthe city) m Actselé:gH) 49; t i t
F, 352)

Ancient Athens had a market placegora, or forum) just norttof and down from the Acropolis

(the High City) (Acts 17:1617). TheAcropolis at Athens was crowned with templésthe
Parthenon, dedicated to Athena, the virgin, cipddess of Athens; and also the Erectheum, with

its beautiful porch with maideshapedcolumns. These were built in the fifth century B.C.

Mars Hill (the Aeropagus) was located about two blocks west of the Acropolis in Athens, in plain
view from the Acropolis. There Paul the apostle gave his famous sermon on the Unknown God
(Acts 17:19). Mars Hill was a place of public hearings, both formal and informal.

The fal UkmowndSodot lft&dcts 17: 23) . A similar ston
i unk n o wwvas fguaddabPergamurk,(357, and fig. 126; OLB, 317)

Paul 6 s entMars HilhteantheGodheads not madeof stone gold, silver, etc. was made in

plain sight of the Athena statue on the Acropolis. (Acts 1298

Corinth is forty miles from Athens on the opposite (western) end ofsthewusof Corinth (Acts

18:1).

A canal across thdsthmusof Corinth (about 4 miles across at the narrowest place) was started by
Nero (abour.D. 67); but it was not completed unilD. 1893.

A crudesynagogue inscriptionwas bund at Corint{Acts 18:1, 4). Its crudity reminds a$ the
description of the Corinthians in 1 Cor. 1.@% 16).

The highAcrocorinth hill was right beside ancient Corinth. There was a temple to Aphrodite
(Venus) on the Acrocorinth, with 1,000 temple priestesses.

T h ejudginent sead ( Grbemak hebU )t Caminth, where Paul was brought befothe
governor, has been fourfdcts 18:1213, 16)

Corinth had @emple of Apollo. It was destroyed by the Romans in 146 B.C. Only seven Doric
columns bearing an architrave and portions of the foundation yet remain

Erastus of Corinth (probably the same Erastus mentioned in Romans 16:13) left a pavement
inscription telling of his dedicating the pavement. He was the town steward (4i295 266).

The temple of Artemis (Diana) in Ephesus was one of the sevemdeos of the ancient world.

| e

e

The temple contained a towering statue of Artemis (D, 113). Silversmiths at Ephesus made shrines

to Artemis (Acts 19:2R327).

The Artemisé templ efrogpondnowTaul yhet bbas omeeh
Thetheater at Ephesus (the riot scene) sed6@00. It has been excavatddts 19:29, 34)

Paul was accused of bringing Greeks into the temple in Jerusalem (Act$22):28igns were

placed along the balustrade (railing) between the Court of the &emiild the temple courts
limited to Jews only, warning Gentiles not to enter under threat of death. Two of these signs have
been found. (Josephus/ars V, 5, 2. F, 325. D, 800LB, 322)

The temple courtyard (where Paul was rescued) IMa®/N from the Roman tower of Antonia,

which was adjoining (outside of) the temple court at its NW corner. (ActsiZ231

2C
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31.

32.

33.

34.
35.

Ships of Alexandria regularly sailed to Rome bearirgjrg(and sometimes prisoner§cts 27:1,

6).

The people oMaltawe r e fi b ar b @reeksubedause they $spbke a Semitic (Fbier) or
Carthagenian) tonguécts 28:1 2; OLB, 329)

The early Christians did not live a conspicuous lifestyle, with distinctive clothing, or speecle, or liv
in separate residential argly 385)

Paul used @ek words that were familiar to all his hearers. See D, p. 99, on Acts 17:18.
Christians sufferednockery (Hebrews 10:3233). See the mocking drawing of Alexamenos
worshiping lis God, a crucified jackaseoim the palace of the Caesars in Romi&céntuy.

Fig. 25. — Caricature of Christ. A pagan graffito, probably of

the second century. Palace of the Caesars, Rome.
(From Charles W. Bennett, Christian Archaeology, 1888, p. 95)
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Characteristics of the Book of Acts
By Mark E. Moore

1. Two-Volume Work .

2. Bridge between Christ and the Churchii this continues salvation history of
the kingdom. As such it is a unique book in the New Testament.

3. Sacred history covering thirty years with accuracy, detail (esp. chapter 27),
and objectivity (cf. 6:1; 15:39; 21:2021).

4. The movement of the Holy Spirit .
5. Geographic expansionii over eighty place names.

6. Interest in the downtrodden i Gentiles, Samaritans, women, the sick,
demonized, and the poor. Thus we must deal with prejudice, social justice,
and equality.

7. Luke/Acts makes up 27% of the New Testament. Thus we read more words
from the only Gentile author in the New Testament than any other author.

8. Meticulous and educated language and style.
9. Significant contrast between Peter and Paul (cf. p. 3)

10. Focus on Speeche twenty -four in all, making up 1/3 of the book. They
also function as models (e.g. 13, 17, 20). According to Thucydides it was
acceptable for an historian to put (fitting) words in the mouth of his orator.
Moreover, these speeches are only a summary. For example, 3i4:3
represents a speech that lasted from 3 p.m. until sunset but takes 30 seconds
to read.

11. 0Wed passages i ndi catl20hlk;21dlid8; p/riesence (
28:6).

12. Acts provid es the background and biographical materials for ten Pauline
Epistles.
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APOSTLES IN ACTS
By Mark Moore & Mark Scott

Apostle References in Acts

1:2

1:3

1:5

1:8
1:13
1:21,22
1:26
2:6,7,14
2:37
2:42
2:43
4:33
4:36
4:37 5:2
5:12
5:18
5:29
5:40
6:2

6:6

8:1
8:14
8:18
9:27
11:1
14:4
14:14

15:2 16:4

Receive instructions from Jesus who chose them

Witnessed the resurrection

Would be baptized wittthe Spirit

Wouldreceive power the Jesus' withesses

The Eleven werddted

Requirements listed

Chose replacement for Judas

Baptized in the Holy Spirit

Were asked by the crowd what to do

They were the primaryetachers of the church

Performed miracles

Spoke with great power about the resurrection

Gave a nickname to Joseph (Barnabas)

Took care of money that was given by tthurch for the people in need
Performed miracles

They were tirown in jail

They determined to obey God over the Sanhedrin

Flogged and ordered not to preach in Jesus' name

Summoned the church together to deal with problem of neglected widows.
Ordained seven men to take care of the task

Stayed in Jerusalem when others fled

Sent Peter and John to Samaria

Laid hands on the Samaritans for them "to receive the Holy Spirit"
Approved of Paul thanks to Barnabas' help

Heard of Gentiles accepting the gospel

Some people from @nium sided with the Apostles

Barnabas and Paul, the apostles, tore their clothes at the prospect of sacrifice being
made to them

Would help in solving thdisputeabout circumcision

15:4,6, 22 23 Partnered with the Elders of the ChurnHeadership

Others Referred to as Apostles

1. Matthias, a replacement for Judas Iscariot (Acts 1:26).

2. Barnabas (Acts 14:14).

3.  Andronicus and Junias (Rom. 16:7) [although the text may simply mean that these men were
well known by the apostles].

4.  Some brthers (2 Cor. 8:23).

5. James, the Lord's brother (Gal. 1:19) [though this text may simply be an "except" clause that
would not have to make James an apostle].

6. Epaphroditus, the messenger from the church (Phil. 2:25).

7. Jesus the Christ (Heb. 3:1).

(This m&esa grand total of at least 22=12, plus Matthias, plus Paul, plus these 8
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Capital "A" or small "a"? (Or can we have Apostles today on the order of Peter
and Paul?)

Most often when th&lT uses the wordpostleit means the 12 disciples Jesus chodseto

his closest followers. And, to be technical, it would refer to the 12, minus Judas, plus
Matthias, plus Paul. Obviously, that makes 13. But keep in mind that Paul was a special
case. (Though, some scholars hold that the church was presumptuous mng@btai
Matthias. God had prepared Paul to take Judas' slot. However, to hold this position is
certainly to go beyond anything that Luke suggests).

What would help us is to see that tH& uses the wor@postlein two senses. It mostly
refers to the 12 disgies plus Paul, upon whom the church is built (Eph 2:20). In this
sense there are moodernday apostles. These men are unique. However NfRealso

uses the wor@postlein a secondary sense. Since the word itself means "one sent out" it
can sometimes ref to anyone sent out on some mission. In this sense the word
approximates our word missionary.

The count in theNT could be as large as 22 or as small as 12 or even 11. Think of it this
way: If | were to ask how many preachers there were in Joplin, ygit istart to count

the number of churches there are. But that number would really be avamé&dl. You

may arrive at the correct number of men with title "preacher,” but you would fall far
short of the number of people who announce the good nedssask. In the same way,
there were 14 men in tiéT who held the office (and title), &postle. However, there

are several others who are called apostle by virtue of the job they did. It was not an
office they held but the function they performed. flisdo say that they were sent out as
"commissioned" men from the church which they represented.

The Need for 12 Apostles

1. To judge the 12 tribes (Mt. 182 uke 22:30). By choosing 12, Jesus was
symbolically establishing a new nation under theidérahip.

2. Their 12 names are written in heaven (Rev. 21: 14).

3. The 13" Apostle was to the GentileFhis honor was bestowed upon Paul (1 Cor.
15:1'11; Rom. 11:13).

Standards for an Apostle:

Be a witness to Jesus from His baptism to the Ascensios (AZ1 22).
Witness to the resurrection (1 Cor. 1iBY.

Be chosen by the Lord (Acts 112jke 6:12 16; John15:16).
Miraculous signs (2 Cor. 12:112).

PwpnPR
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In thePatristic Greek Lexicofp. 9) by Lampe, six qualifications of an apostle are noted:

1
2.
3.
4
5

6.

Commissiord directly by Christ

Being a witness of the resurrection

Special inspiration

Supreme authority

Accredited by miracles (NOTE: None of the other men in the Bible named as apostles
ever worked miracles as far as the record goes, much less were they aistewthese
miraculous gifts as the apostles apparently could).

Unlimited commission to preach

VI.  The Successors of the Apostles

While we don't want to establish some kind of unwarranted apostolic succession, the

foundational torch of leadership in thedk of Acts clearlypassesrom the apostles to the local

e
g

Iders of churches. The farther one reads in Acts the less emphasis is placed on the apostles as a
roup and more prominence is given to the elders. Even Paul, the Apestigesadvice from

theJerusalem elders in regard to how he (Paul) can be well received by Jewish Christians.

Vi Fate of the Apostles

Apostle Place Event Date
Peter Rome Crucified upside down by Nero 65A.D.
Paul Rome Beheaded by Nero 65A.D.
James Jerusalem Beheaded byétod Agrippa | 44AD.
Andrew Edessa, Turkey | Crucified No Date
Thomas India Four soldiers ran him through with spe] No Date
Philip Heliopolis Put to death by a Roman proconsul 54AD.
Matthew Nadabah, Ethiopiqg Stabbed to death 60A.D.
Bartholomew India Killed No Date
James, son of Alphey Jerusalem Stoned and then clubbed to death 61AD.
Simon the Zealot Britain Killed for refusing to worship the sun g| 74A.D.
Matthias Syria Burned to death No Date
John Ephesus Died a natural death after hifeeon 95A.D.
Patmos
Judas, (or Thaddaeuy Executed by the Apostate nephew of | No Date
or Labbaeus) King of Adgor of Syria
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A BRIEF SYNOPSIS OF THE TWELVE:
By Mark Moore

Simon (whom he named PetérPeter is
mentioned first in every list. In the coordance,

his name is mentioned about three times more than
The word Peter

any other apostle, even John.
means "rock." Likewise, Cephas is the Aramaic
word for "rock”. He is clearly the most dominant
apostl® not necessarily because

loudly, quickly, and sometimes brilliantly. Here is

a summary of some of the prominent events in

Peter's life:

1. Walked on water, Mt. 14:289.

2. Good confession of Christ, Mt. 16:16.

3. Jesus said that Peter's confeisswas the
rock on which the church would be built,
Mt. 16:18.

4. Jesus gave Peter the keys to the kingdom,

Mt. 16:19.

5.  When Peter rebuked Jesus for wanting to go
to Jerusalem, Jesus said, "Get thee behind

me Satan" Mt. 16:223

6. It was Peter who askl Jesus "How often
shall my brother sin againsbe and | still
forgive?" "70 X 7" came back His reply,
Mt. 18:21.

7. When Jesus promised a reward to all who

leave everything to follow Him, Peter was
bold enough to ask, "Then what shall be our
reward?" Mt 19:27.

8. He swore that he would not deny Jesus, Mt.
26:33 40.

9. He denied Jesus three times before the cock

crowed twice, Mt. 26:5875.

10. It was Peter who brought attention to the
withered fig tree that Jesus had cursed, Mk.
11:21.

11. Of the three

leeping apostles in

Gethsemane; James, John and Peter, it was

Peter whom Jesus addressed, Mk. 14:37.
12. When the woman with the flow of blood

touched Jesus' garment and He asked, "Who

touched me?" Peter said, "Lord, the
multitudes are pressing on yoltike 8:45

13. Peter asked, "Lord, are you addressing this

parable to us or to everyoneRuke 12:41.

14. When the 5,000 left and Jesus asked if the

12 would leave also, Peteyaid, "Lord to

the others
respectedhim so much, but because he spoke

whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life" John 6:68.

15. Peter tried to refuse Jesus washing his feet,
Johnl13:6 9.

16. He cut off Malchus' ear during Jesus' arrest,
John18:10.

17. He asked Jesus to depart from him during the
great catch of fish, Luke 5:8.

18. Jesus confronted Peter after the resurrection
with the triple question: "Do you love me."
John 21:1521

19. Peter was the spokesman in the choosing of the
12th apostle, Acts 1:135.

20. He preached the first gospel sermon on the day
of Pentecost, Acts 2:14ff.

21. Peter confronted Ananias and $hipa, Acts
5:39.

22. He had special healing power, Acts 5:15.

23. He preached to Cornelius, first Gentile
household, Acts IiQ1.

24. He was miraculously released from prison,
Acts 12:3 18.

25. He spoke at the Jerusalem council, Acts 15:7.

Andrewd Andrew was Per's brother. He was close
to the inner circle (i.e. Rer, James, and John)utb
not quite there. He was invited in with the inner three
in Mk. 13:3. And he apparently held considerable
clout with Jesus for Philip brought a group of Greeks
to Andrew n order for him to take them to Jesus. But
he was always one short of prominence. Andrew
holds an important lesson for us. Even though he
never made it to the "big time" he performed a
valuable ministry. Andrew was constantly bringing
people to JesusNot only did he bring the Greeks to
Jesus (John 12:22), but he also brought the lad with
the loaves and fishes (John 6:8). But most important
of all he brought to Jesus his own brother . . . Peter
(John 1:40). If it had not been for Andrew, we would
hawe never had a Peter.

James) James was the third most prominent apostle
behind Peter, and his own brother John. He was a
fishing partner with Peter, Andrew, James and John.
It is likely that he and Andrew spent a lot of time
together watching their moregminent brothers take
the limelight. He and John started out astedds.
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Thus Jesus gave them the nickname "Boenerges” whom Jesus tested at the feeding of the 5,000 (John

which means, "Sons of Thunder." They
demonstrated their fiery character in Luke 9:54
when they asked Jesus to call down fire from

heaven on an unreceptive Samaritan village.
James has the distinct honor of being the first

apostle to die for his testimony for Christ. With

his death, the era of the Apostles began to fade and

the church looked more and more to the leadershi
of the eldrs.

Johnd He was called the beloved apostle. It is
difficult to say who was more prominent, John or

p

Peter. Both before and after the resurrection, they

worked side by side. Together they went to
prepare the upper room for tHeassovemeal,
Luke 22:8. Together they ran to the tomb to find it

empty, John 20:3. They were together in the
porch of the temple when they healed the lame

man, Acts 3:111. And together they stood and

defended themselves before the Sanhedrin, Acts

4:1319. When the church nded their top

delegates to examine a Gentile conversion in
Samaria, they chose Peter and John. At one point,
John would have liked to take prominence. He
and James asked for the chief seats in the
kingdom. It was John who complained to Jesus

about anotlr, not of their number, casting out

demons and using Jesus name, Mk. 9:38. But
something happened to the heart of John in the
presence of Jesus that transformed him from
Boenerges to the beloved Apostle. By the time he

wrote his gospel, he no longer gt selfglory.
From John we learn more about the personal live

S

of the apostles than any other book. And yet He
doesn't mention by name either himself or his
brother James. Perhaps this is why, when writing

the book of Revelation he was the only Apestl
not martyred. He died a natural death while in
exile on the isle of Patmos.

Philipd He, like Andrew, had a passion for Christ.
He brought others to know him. While Andrew
was bringing his brother, Peter; Philip was taking
Christ to meet his brother, aBholomew (also

called Nathanael), John 1:43. Perhaps this is wh

y

these two men teamed up to bring the Greeks to

Christ, John 12:2122. They were from the same
hometown, Capernaum. And yet, Philip had
difficulty at times trusting in Christ. It was Pipi
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6:5,7). And it was Philip, in John 14:8 who said to
Jesus, "Show us the Father." He was the "Needing
Nudging" apostle. He had good faith and a
tremendous heart, but just needed a little push to get
him where he needed to be.

Bartholomewd Also called Nathanael. The only
narrative we have about Nathanael is in Johnil:45
49. Jesus called him an Israelite with whom there is
no guile. Nathanael then uttered the first confession
of Christ: "Rabbi, yoware the Son of God; you are
the King of Israel." O for more Bartholomews; men
of pure hearts.

Matthewd Also called Levi. He was a hated
tax-collector until Jesus called him, Matthew 9:9ff.
He gave Jesus a tremendous banquet and invited all
his sinner fiends. We learn from Matthew a lesson
about evangelism. Those who look antagonistic to
the gospel may be your best prospects. Matthew was
on the other side of the fence as far as religion goes.
He was considered a traitor by the Jews. And yet,
when e was called, he left immediately. And what is
the first thing that he does? He goes and introduces
all his "sinner" friends to Jesus. Furthermore,
Matthew wrote a gospel that is distinctly Jewish. We
learn more from him about the Jewish prophecies and
ways than any other writer. Even though he was not
allowed in the synagogue, he watched "through the
window" with the greatest interest.

Thomasd Also called Didymus. He has received a
"bum wrap." We have called him doubting Thomas.
And yet all the otbr apostles also doubted until they
saw Jesus bodily. He did, however, require proof. In
John 14:5, when Jesuslked about going to the
father, Thomas said, "Lord, we know not where you
go, so how can we know the way." This introduced
Jesus' famous sang, "I am the way and the truth and
the life." And Thomas believed that! He was
prepared to follow Jesus, even to death. In John
11:16, when Jesus announces His plans to go to
Bethany, where th@hariseesvanted to kill him, the
other disciples disparad. A line that we would
expect to come from Peter came from the lips of
Thomas: "Let us also go, that we may die with him."
Jamesthe son of Alphaeus Also called James the
less (Mark 15:40). We have absolutely no
information about James other than hisme. He



never made any keen insights, any dynamic
demonstration of faith, or any written scripture.
And yet, his name alone commends his character.
Known as "the less," either because of stature, age
or personality, he was resigned to a subordinate
podtion. And yet, there he served faithfully
throughout the entire earthly ministry of Jesus. It
is a lesson, that we must serve Christ, not for
popularity or gain, but because we are His
servants.

Simonthe Zealod Again we have no information
about Simonother than his title, "Zealot." This
was a political party that opposed Rome's control
over Palestine (JosephWarslV, 3:9; 5:1' 4; 6:3;

VI, 8:1), although there is no clearly organized
group until about 6768 A.D. There hatred was
fierce for Rome. n fact, much of their opposition
was in the form of assassination and guerrilla
warfare. It is highly probable that Simon joined
Jesus under the belief and hope that Jesus would
institute a physical kingdom which would
overthrow  Rome. He Dbelieved in a
physicalpolitical Messiah. Yet, somewhere along
the line, as he followed Jesus, he learned that love
conquered the world, not war. It is an amazing
testimony to the power of Christave thatSimon

and Matthew could be brought together. Under
normal couwlitions, Simon would have slit his
throat. But renewed by Christ, they both left their
loyalties and submitted to Christ.

Judas the son of JamésTo distinguish this fine
apostle from the traitor, he is always identified as
"the other" Judas. He is alkoown as Lebbaeus
and Thaddaeus (Matthew 10:3). He is known for
only one comment in John 14i24: "But Lord,
why do you intend to show yourself to us and not
to the world." He, like the other 11, was hoping
for a physical/political reign of the Messiahit
was an honest and legitimate question.

"Early church tradition tells us that
Thaddaeus was tremendously gifted with the
power of God to heal the sick. It is said that a
certain king of Syria by the name of Adgar was
very ill. When he heard about atidaeus' power
to heal, he called for Thaddaeus to come and heal
him. On his way to the king, says the legend, he
healed hundreds of people throughout Syria.
When he finally reached King Adgar he healed
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him and presented the gospel, and the king be@ame
Christian. As a result, however, the country was
thrown into such chaos that an apostate nephew of the
king took Thaddaeus prisoner and martyred him.
Thaddaues' symbol, in old church history books, is a
big club, because tradition says he was beaten to
death with a club. If any part of this legend is true, it
again reveals his couraddaithful to his Lord."
John MacArthur Jr. The Master's Menl982, p. 71.

Judas Iscariot, who became a traifbHe is
mentioned last in all lists of the apostles. Irergv
place where he is mentioned he is identified either as
the traitor or as one of the 12. It was unbelievable
that one of the 12 would actually become a traitor.
No one suspected him. When Jesus told the 12 that
one would betray Him, they had as mugason to
suspect themselves as they did to suspect Judas (John
13). Ostensibly, he was pure, talented, and faithful.
For three years he followed with the other 11, even
entrusted with the money bag. Only once do we even
get a hint of his greed and ai® in John 12:4, he
objected to Jesus being honored with the oil of
spikenard

Why he chose to betray Jesus is still a
mystery. We know this: (1) God foreordained him
for this detestable task. (2) He freely chose to do it,
even after Jesus showed hithlave and gave him all
opportunity to repent. (3) He was the only apostle
from Judea, Kerioth to be exact. Often Judeans held
Galileans in contempt. (4) He may have been
disillusioned that Jesus would not fulfill his
expectations of a political Mesdi. He may have
even been trying to force Jesus to make a move.

He committed suicide by hanging himself on
a tree. Either the rope or the branch broke and he fell
down a precipice, spilling his innards on the way
down.

Judas is the greatest example ofstlo
opportunity. He had the tremendous privilege of
walking three years with Jesus. He was surrounded
with the other 11 apostles. Who could askrfmre?

His hypocrisy fooled even the apostles and was
strong enough to harden his heart in the presence of
Jesus. Guard your heart! Hypocrisy is imminent,

destroying even the best and most talented.



RESURRECTION APPEARANCES

Appearances on the day of the Resurrection:

akrwbhE

O
7.
8.

9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Mary Magdalen&® Mark 16:9 11; John 20:11118

The Womerd Matthew 28:910

Two on the wayo Emmaus®d Luke 24:13 22

Peterd 1 Corinthians 15:5; Luke 24:883; John 20:19ff.
The Tend Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36; John 20:19ff.

Appearances one week later (the following Sunday):
6

The Elever®d John 20:2631

ther Appearances:

The Seven by th8ea of Galile® John 21:123

The 500 (Grea€CommissionPd 1 Corinthians 15:6; Matthew 28:1.6
20

In Jerusalem (CommissidRepeated?d Mark 16:15 18

James 1 Corinthians 15:7

The Disciples (further commissiofl) Acts 1:3 8; Luke 24:4449

The Ascensiod Acts 1:912; Mark 16:1920; Luke 24:5053
Stepherd Acts 7:54 60

Pauld Acts 9:16
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THEOLOGY OF THE RESURRECTION IN ACTS

It is the centerpiece of every sermon whether to Jewsi(26248:15; 4:1011; 5:30 32;
23.6' 8; 26:23) or Gentiles (10:40; 13i327; 1731; 24:15). It was even th®rmative
status reported in a summary statement (4:33).

1.

2.

3.
T
1.
2

3.

The only exception is with Stephen (who s
75556) and Paul 6s appeal to t hid7)thgughtitr ans n
is probably presumed in the faith of the L
't i s also muted i n i a8uwoh thesstaistaps thaighdie i n c h a
was clearly speaking with Jesus who was raised.
These two anomalies can be explaibgdhe fact that it is the Twelve, specifically
who are witnesses to the resurrection (cf. 1:22; 133805:30 32).

he resurrection was a necessity for Gododos
It was prophesied (2:282; 3:25 26; 10:43; 13:3037; 17:2 3; 24:15; 26:2P23).
It is thegood news (17:18) and the proof of his divine position (17:31) but also an
object of ridicule among the Greeks (17:32; 26:8) as well as the Sadduceé&8;(23:6
24:21).
't was JesusO0 o wrBl3lk &:8ltch .59 and estallishedshim2 : 3 4 ;
asjudge of all men10:42; 17:31)

It is the foundation for new life

1.
2.
3.

Physical healing (3:18.6; 4:10).
Forgiveness of sins (4:102; 5:31; 10:43; 13:389).
Our future resurrection (4:2; 24:15).
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Notes on the Kingdom of God
By Mark Moore

I Definition (Kingdom of God/Heaven is used»&8 of those are in Matthew and Luke)
A. The kingdom is when God actually rules just like he does in heaven (MiL&H®©11:2),
particularly through the Messiah (Mk 15:43jke 1:33; 23:51; Acts 1:6; Heb 1:8 [as

perceivedbyrigt eous Jews of Jesusd diewdshotbatethhanugh Je
earth or run byarthlystandard¢John18:36).
B. It was the basic message of egmgaching. John the Baptist (Mt 3:2; Mk 1:15); Jesus (Mt
4:17;Luke 4:43; 8:1; Acts 1:3), ofteaccompanied by healings (Mt 4:23; 9:Bbke 9:11),
and the Apostled (ke 9:2), also often accompanied by healings (Mt 10:7). As well as all
those that preach Jes ubkuke9pk 9 delse; ACtdBt12);,3: 19, 57
especially Paul (Act$9:8; 20:25; 28:23, 31).
C. ltislike:
1. Afield sown in good seed that an enemy sabotages with similar looking weeds (Mt
13:24, 38, 41). Or a dragnet that catches all kinds of fish, some good, some bad (Mt
13:47).1t has fakers in it that need to be ferret atithe judgment.
2. A mustard seed that starts very small and winds up huge (Mt 13:31; MK 4i39;
13:18); or leaven that permeates a huge batter of dough (Mt 13:8313:20). It grows
night and day imperceptibly, like seeds in the garden (Mk 4t2&arts out small and
ends up big.
3. Atreasure hidden in a field (Mt 13:44) or a pearl of great value (Mt 13t48)worth
giving up everything else to gain.
4.  Alandowner who hires workers throughout the day but pays them the same (Mt 20:1ff.).
It is alsolike a king who throws a wedding banquet for his son and invites all kinds of
peopletoattendkod6s gr ace will be di spensed (uneq!

our response to the invitation.
D. It suffered violencatthe hands of forceful men tryirig take hold of it (Mt. 11:12}1t is in
opposition to the kingdom of Satan (Mt 12:28; Mk 3:24;Luke 11:18 20; Eph 2:2; Rev
16:10). The Pharisees shut out sincere people from the kingdom (Mt 23:13).

E. Itis a present reality (Mt 16:28; Mk 9:Luke 9:27;10:11; 17:202 1) , mani fested in
Messianic ministry (Mk 11:1Q;uke1 9: 11 [ as Jesusd society inter
eschatological fulfillment (Mt 8:1i112; 13:43;Luke 14:15; 21:3%; 22:16, 18; 30; 23:42; 1
Cor 15:24: Heb 12:28; Rev 11:182:10) at Jesusd return ( Mt 25: 1
Tim 4:1). Ultimately, 1t will become equi val e

1:11), but now is embodied in the church (Col 4:11; Rev 1:6; 5:10).

The meaning of this verse is the subject of much debate. Some take it as a positive statement
about the strong progress of the kingdom. This author understands it to be a negative statement about the
aggressive assault against the kingdomribjent and insolent men

’The author understands this to be a prophecy about the destruction of Jerusalem, rather than the
end of the world. However, (a) it is still eschatological vocabulary, (b) Jesus does not differentiate clearly
between 70 C.E. anddiparousig and (c) the destruction of Jerusalem is paradigmatic for the kind of

things that wildl happen at the end of the worl d.

events.

3This refers to the work of Jesus on the cross, not thefdmdeo Yet like Luke 21:31 it is still
phrased in eschatological language.
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F.

I't is not aboutapdrdhigkihgapsbgfieaboanyg spiri
peace and joy in the Holy t8lpbiuti toof) ,p o weormo 1(41 1
4:20). In fact, flesh and blood can not inherit it (1 Cor 15:50).

AiMember shipd in the Kingdom:

A.

B.
C.

Who getsm:
1. The poor (in Spirit) & the Persecuted (Mt 5:3, ILOke 6:20; James 2:5).
2. These Al eastd people are greater than John
woman (Mt 11:11] uke 7:28). Little children are the greatest in the kingdom (Mt8:1
4; 19:14; Mk 10:1415; Luke 18:16'17).
3. Repentant sinners will have access before religious leaders who do not accept Jesus (Mt
21:31; Mk 12:34).
4.  On the other hand, the rich will have a difficult time entering (Mt 1223Mk 10:23
25; Luke 18:24 25). And tte wicked and sexually immoral will not inherit the kingdom
(1 Cor 6:910; Gal 5:21; Eph 5:5).
Many outsiders will enter but insiders will be excluded (Mt 8112 Luke 13:29 30).
Peter has the keys to it (Mt 16:19). All the Apostles were given the setthtskingdom, but
others excluded from it (Mt 13:11; Mk 4:1lke 8:10)

It demands of its citizens:

A.

Righteousness based on obedience to the law of God (MtZRLMany willsayii L o r d ,
Lordo but only the obedi entreespetidiytdhier sadueae 0( Mt
is the acceptance of Jesus (Mt 21:43). God particularly requires filial forgiveness (Mt 18:23).
To be our #1 priority above secular concerns (Mt 6L3&e 12:3% 32), even above our

family commitments (Luk®:60 62; 18:29). Sombave even become eunuchs in order to
better serve God in his kingdom (Mt 19:12). This will require enduring many hardships (Acts
14:22; 2 Thes1:5; Rev 1:9).

One must humble themselves like a little child (Mt 18;3Vik 10:15;Luke 18:17) and be

born agan (bhn 3:3 5)

Although God is pleased to give us the kingdhuke 12:32), and essentially he is the one

who calls us and qualifies us for the kingdom through Jesus (C6l1#;12 Thess 2:12; Rev

1:6; 5:10). Moreover, he will compensate us extravagdotlpursuing it above all other

things (uke 18:29).

The Kingdom in Acts (M. Scott)

A.
B.

C.
D

Places in Acts where "kingdom" occurs: 1:3, 6; 8:12; 14:22; 19:8; 20:25; 28:23, 31.
Significance of the above: While "kingdom" does not occur often in Acts it usuallysocstr

prior or just after some "major shift" (ethnic or geographic) in Acts.

Most generally the kingdom is preaching in Acts as a present reality. The only reference to
the future kingdom is 14:22.

In the coming of Christ and the establishment of theaththe kingdom of God is

inaugurated. Kingdom emphasizes God's reign. Church emphasizes God's people. Kingdom
is the larger term. It may be correct to say that the church is the kingdom of God on earth, but
it is to say too much to suggest that thegkiom equals the church.
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ASCENSION

Contradictions
1. Time: Easter vs. 40 days later
2. Place: Bethany vs. Mt. of Olives:tad:12; uke24:50

Historicity

1. Prophesied: Ps 110:1ke22:69

2. Claimed in th&T: Mk 16:19t.uke24:5@51; Acts 13,9011

3. Assumed in thBT: Luke 9:51; John 3:1862;20:17Acts 2:3833; 5:30; 7:55; Rom
8:34; 1 Cor 15828; Eph 1:28P1; 4:810; Phil 2.811; Col 3:1; 1 Tim 3:16; Heb 1:3;
8:1;10:12; 12:12; 1 Pet 3221

4, Presented in sobriety, not lik@eryphal literature.

5. Presence of witnesses.

6. No other explanation of cessation of resurrection appearances.
Purpose

1. His work was finished

(John 17:4, 5; 19:30; Phil 2:6, 9, 10)
2. Prepare a place for us (John 14:2)
3. Holy Spirit would com@ohn 16:7)
4 Intercessory work (Rom 8:34; Heb 7:25)

From John Stott, The Spirit, the Church and the World, p. 49:

What is the permanent value of the ascension story? "If we were to give a thorough
answer to this question, we would need to brifegedtit strands of teaching

together from all the New Testament authors, including the completed sacrifice and
continuing intercession of our Great High Priest described in Hebrews, the
glorification of the Son of man taught by John, the cosmic lordgiipstred by

Paul and the final triumph when his enemies will become his footstool, foretold by
Psalm 110:1, and endorsed by those who quote it."
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Miscellaneous Comments on the List of Apostles

1. The four lists of Apostles (Mt 10i2; Mk 3:16 19; Lk 6:14 16; Acts 1:13), each give the
names in a different order. However, each list can be divided into three sections which
always begin with Peter, Philip and James.

2. ltis likely that James and John, the sons of Zebedee were cousins of Jesus. McGarvey (p.

225) sulstantiates this idea.

3. There are several men with more than one name: Simon is also called Peter; Judas is also
called Lebbaeus and Thaddaeus; Bartholomew is most likely the Nathanael of John 1; and
Thomas (Aramaic) is called Didymus (Greek), both namesimea g

4. The latter James, Simon and Judas appear to be brothers and perhaps also cousins of Jesus
Eder shei

t hrough

5. Judas Iscariot was apparently the only Apostle not from Galilee. His town, Kerioth, was in

Josephods

Judea (Joshukb:25).

6. The idea of Apostolic succession has never been substantiated (see McGarvey, p. 223 for

brot her

AT wi

(cf.

details).
7. Jesus himself was an AApostl eo
Matt 10:2 4 Mark 3:16 19 Luke 6:1416 Acts 1:13
Simon (Peter) Simon (Peter) Simon (Peter) Peter
Andrew (his brother) | James son of Zebede Andrew (his brother) | John
James son of Zebede John (Boanerges) James James
John (his brother) Andrew John Andrew
Philip Philip Philip Philip
Bartholomew Bartholomew Bartholomew Thomas
Thomas Matthew Matthew Barthdomew
Matthew (tax collecto] Thomas Thomas Matthew
James son of Alphael James son of Alphae(| James son of Alphael| James son of Alphael
Thaddaeus Thaddaeus Simon the Zealot Simon the Zealot

Simon the Zealot

Simon the Zealot

Judas son of James

Judason of James

Judas Iscariot

Judas Iscariot

Judas Iscariot
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CHURCH GROWTH IN ACTS

1:15 120

2:41 3,000 souls

2:47 Adding Daily

4:4 5,000 men

5:14 Multitudes constantly added

6:1 Disciples increasing in number

6:7 Disciples increased gatly with many priests
6:15 Numbers increasing daily

9:31 Continued to increase in peace

11:21 Large numbers believed and turned to the Lord
12:24 The Word continued to grow and be multiplied
16:5 Growing Daily

19:20 The Word was growing migH# and prevailing
21:20 Myriads = 10,000s

28:31 Teaching continued on without hindrance
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JUDAS ISCARIOT
By Mark Moore

We really know very little about this man. His name, Judas, was common enough in Jewish circles.

His surname, Iscariot, was notor8e argue that it identifies his hometown, Kerioth in Judea. That is
possi bl e, but it may also be a Hebrew nickname me:¢
What we do know is that Jesus selected him to be an apostle and that nonemf&ies suspected him of
avarice. This col ossal villain fit in with Godos
them. He was the treasurer for the group (John 12:6; 13:29) and was granted the most honored seat at the
last supper.

Clearly he distinguished himself by betraying Jesus. In fact, whenever he is included in the list of
Apostl| es, he i s iodM{hot4j MKki3:&9%l uka6s16; Mdtshld6). bThd reabguestion is,

AWhy did he do it?0 Sonoe fsourgcgee sk e stuhsaét hhaen dwa sT htarty i
boldly declare himself as the Messiah. While this is possible, it hardly would have done Judas much good.
After all, who would make Benedict Arnold the Secretary of State?! Another suggestion is that dsidas w
disillusioned with Jesus. He thought he would overthrow the Romans but Jesus persistently sticks with this
Spiritual stuff and Judas just got tired of it.

Perhaps this is so. But the Scripturecideatnl y gi
of Mary anointing Jesusd feet with expensive perfu
Judasdé secret meeting with the Sanhedrin. I'n the
(John 12:46). In the second, dlas agrees to betray him for the negligible sum of 30 pieces of silver (Mt
26:1416; Mk 14:1011; Luke 22:3 6; John 13:2). This was the price paid for a slave in the O.T. Somehow

Judasdé I ove for money played a key role in his bet
Thesecond | ue is the sovereignty of God. The O. T.
even the specifics of thirty pieces of silver and

his defection (Mt 26:2125; Mk 14:18 21; Luke 22:21 23). John 13:1826 says this fulfilled Psalm 41:9.

Jesus explicitly st at esJoin&7:13) agparénilydsodwgave hirh aver tbehet r uct
Devil. Luke 22:3 and John 13:2, 27 identify when Satan actually entered his heart. This raises more
gusstions than it answers. Suffice to say, he was clearly predestined by God to this task, and also clearly
held responsible for his own dastardly deed (ActsiR20Qk

That fateful night Judas |l ed a consi dunts.didb| e cor
knew they would find him there. Although Jesus first spoke and first identified himself as the wanted
Galilean, Judas stil!]l carried through with his tre
kissed him profusely (Mt 26:450; Mk 14:43 45; Luke 22:47 49; John18:2 5).

After Jesusd arrest and executi on, Judas felt :
i mpossi bl e. But at | east he thought he would retul

bloodmoney, he threw it into the temple (Mt 27i®). This presented a problem to the priests who had to

retrieve their tainted cash from the holy place. With it they later purchased the field where Judas hanged
himself. Luke, however, says Judas fell and papppen, leaving his entrails splattered across the steeps of
Gehenna. This does not contradict Matthewb6s rendi-t
His bloated body began to rot in the hot Palestinian sun. Perhaps it was the eartlajuaiodetihe branch

or perhaps a shakily tied knot finally slipped loose. But somehow Judas fell down the cliffs leaving his
mar k as he went. Thus the place was named after h
19).
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Casting Lots
Mark Scott

What is the Casting of Lots?

In evangelistic visitation once | met a man who thought that the way the 120 chose
Matthias to be an apostle was quitacky. | could appreciate his wonderment about it all. Is
this some kind of bingo for God? When tloe fell to Matthias did they all yell, "Yes, lucky
number seven!"? It does seem to us like an odd way to get an apostle.

But God has used casting lots as a way for His people to discern his will. Literally the
text reads, "they gave lots to them." dould be done in several ways. It was not uncommon to
put names in a jar and shake the jar until one of the names falls out. This person was then
chosen. Other methods similar tibawing strawscould be used. (See Reese, p.31).

Il. Where Else is Casg Lots Mentioned?

Num. 26:55 Land was distributed by lot.
Josh. 7:14 To discern who sinned

| Sam. 10:2€p1 Selection of Saul

Lev. 16:8 Selection of the scapegoat

| Sam. 14:41,42  To discern Jonathan's sin

Neh. 10:34f Who was to serve in the temple

There are other references, but these at least show that God used the method of casting
of lots to help people discern his will in the O.T., no matter how odd it may seem to us. Itis
significant to note that this is the last time in the Bible where captots is mentioned. After
the significant covenant change of Acts 2 the leaders and followers had the Holy Spirit to help
guide them.

[l. Was This a GeHded Decision?

Luke certainly presents it that way. There is no suggestion in the broader tootex
anywhere else in the Bible, that this was a mistake. Remember that Peter based his message
about Judas in Scripturd®$a69;25;109:8), and the church bathed this decision in prayer as
they sought the Lord. Prov. 16:33 says, "The lot is cast irgdah, but its every decision is
from the Lord." The early church trusted in the sovereignty of God and so must we. Stott
suggests that the church used Scripture, common sense, and prayer, a wholesome combination
(Stott, The Spirit, the Church, and the Mdp p. 59).
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF PENTECOST
Mark Scott

If all you see when you study Acts 2 is speaking in tongues you have all but missed the
point. God is using tongues you have all but missed the point. God is using tongues only as a
means to a mue bigger end.

John Stott suggests that the real significance of Pentecost should be thought of in 4
ways:
It was the final act of Jesus' saving ministry
It brought to the apostles the equipment they needed for their special role.
It was the inaiguration of the new era of the Spirit.
It was the first revival of unusual visitations of God.

PN PE

In addition to these 4 ways | would add:

1. It announces that the last days have arrived. Pentecost is truly the beginning of
the end.

2. It shows thatGod kept his Word and promise.

3. It undoes the confusion of the Tower of Babel. In Gen. 11 God used the

confusion of tongues to accomplish his purpose. Here He uses the diversity of
tongues to accomplish His purpose.

COSMIC SIGNS OF ACTS2019
T Thebig questions about these verses are;

1. When will these things happen:
2. Are these things literal or figurative?

T There are 6 major positions:

They are literally fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost.

They refer to the literal destruction of Jesalem, yet to be in.D. 70.

They reflect back to the cross in a literal wagf. Luke23;44f.

Somehow they are figurative about speaking in tongues.

They are figurative about judgment/salvation during anytelsa. 13:9f; 34:1f;

Eze. 32:7fAmos 8:9; Matt. 24:29.uke21;25.26; Rev. 6:12f.

They are literally fulfilled some on the Day of Pentecost, and since Pentecost is
the beginning of the end, some at the return of Chri&t Pet. 3:%10; Matt.
24:2%31; Luke21:11; Rev. 6:12f.

aprwdE

o

Note: Prdably the besbptions are#5 and #6. The prophetic material can be used either
literally or figuratively.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

THOUGHT QUESTIONS ON THE HOLY SPIRIT
The Holy Spirit has his own unique personality.
A person can tell if they have H.S. by the special giftstiagg or feelings they get.
The tongues of the NT were human languages.
The H.S. did not indwell men until after Jesus' Ascension.
¢tKS YIFIAY 2206 2F GKS |1 2f@& {LANRG A& (2
A person must have the Holy Spirit to be saved.
Speakmg in tongues is the sign a person is baptized in the Spirit.

The Holy Spirit works mostly in the lives of those who are saved.

The Bible is a product of the Holy Spirit and thus the primary means through which he

speaks to people today, especially beftiey are saved.

We know more about the Holy Spirit than we do about God the Father or Jesus the Christ.

Just as Jesus was subject to the Father, so the Holy Spirit is subject to both the Father and

the Son.

The work of the Holy Spirit in the NT is essahtidifferent than His work in the O.T.
The works and miracles of the Spirit cannot be imitated by men.

A person receives the Holy Spirit at the point of baptism.

The Holy Spirit brings comfort and joy to those who follow Christ.

The Holy Spirit was neinderstood as the Third Person of the Trinity until after the
ascension of Jesus.

The Holy Spirit does not differentiate between men and women in salvation,
communication, or gifting.

Once you have the Holy Spirit you will always have hiins not likehe is leaving us or
like we leak and need to be filled anew.

The Holy Spirit can be known as an individual apart from the Father and/or the Son.
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11.

12.
13.

14.

15.

16.
17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

24.
25.

26.
27.
28.
29.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS ON

TONGUES AND THE HOLY SPIRIT
By Mark Moore

Who (or what), is the Holy Spirit?

How can we know if we have the Holy Spirit? Can we know if others have the Holy Spirit?
If so, how? (1 John 3:23:1)

Does one have to have the H.S. in his/her life in order to be saved (Rom. 8:9)?

Is a supernatural experience with the Holy Spirit a signpsraon being saved?

Is there a difference in how the Holy Spirit worked in the O.T. and iNTre

In what cities do we read about tongues? Do they have any similarities?

Should every believer expect to receive a spiritual gift? Should every beligemt ex

speak in tongues? (1 Cor. 1212, 29 30)

Is there any evidence that tongues has passed away? (1 CoLOLEBh. 2:20)

What is the "perfect” of 1 Cor. 13:10?

What is the baptism of the Holy Spirit? Should Christians expect to receive thi8 today
(Acts 1:5; 2:14; 10:44 48; 11:15)

Who spoke in tongues on the day of Pentecost? The 12 Apostles or the 120? Support your
view (Acts 1:5; 2:1, 7, 14, 37).

What is the purpose of Biblical miracles?

Have other religious groups claimed to speak in toriuéan one speak in tongues

without the Holy Spirit?

Is it important whether or not a person believes in the gift of tongues? Is it a divisive issue
in the church?

Is there such a thing as "tongues of angels" or are all tongues human languages? (1 Cor.
131)

What is the purpose of tongues? (1 Cor. 14:22)

Is it appropriate to have a "prayer language" or is tongues always to be a public event? (1
Cor. 14:1415)

Are tongues today comparable to tongues of\he

Should one "learn" how to speak in tongues?

Shauld one pray for gifts of the Holy Spirit? (1 Cor. 12:32; 14:1, 39)

What are possible sources of spiritual powers/works?

Is tongues seen as a mature or immature gift in Scripture?

If tongues, prophecy and knowledge have ceased as gifts (1 Cor. 13:100potniathe

other gifts (e.g. wisdom, faith, healing, miracles, distinguishing of spirits)?

What are the purposes of spiritual gifts?

Is there a hierarchy of spiritual gifts? Functions in the church? Believers exercising
spiritual gifts? (1 Cor. 12:228)

Should we desire or seek spiritual gifts? (1 Cor. 12:31; 14:1, 39)

Is the gift of tongues intended to be private or public?

Is there a limit to how many should speak in tongues in a service? (1 Cor. 14:27)

What is the connection between one's emotiongtangractice of spiritual gifts?

40



Who Is The Holy Spirit?
By Mark Moore

The Person of the Holy Spirit

A.

Personal attributés personality
Mind/Knowledge (Rom. 8:27; 1 Cor. 2:11).
Affection or love (Romans 15:30).
Will (1 Cor. 12:11).
Can be grieved (IsaigB:10; Eph. 4:30).
Can be resisted (Acts 7:51).
Can be lied to (Acts 5:3).
Can be scorned (Hebrews 10:29).
Use of the masculine pronodirHe/Him, (John 15:26; 16:134) even though
PNEUMA is neuter.
Divine attributes
1. Eternal (Heb. 9:14).
2. Mind of God (1 Cor2:10i 11).
3. Power of God (Luke 1:35; Acts 1:8; Micah 3:8; Judges 14:6).
4
5
6

ONOOAWNE

Omnipresent (Psalm 139:70).

Omniscient (1 Cor. 2:10.1).

Spirit of Holiness (Rom. 1:40); of Grace (Heb. 10:29); Truth (John 14:17; 16:13);
of Wisdom (Isaiah 11:2); of Glory (1 Pet14); of Life (Rom. 8:2); Eternal

Spirit (Heb. 9:14).

Associated with the Trinity (Mt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14).

Identified with Jehovah (Compare Acts 28:25 with Isaiafi 531 and Heb.

10:15 17 with Jer. 31:3(134; Acts 5:34).

© N

The Work of the Holy Spirit

A.

Credion:

1. Creation (Genesis 1:2; Job 33:4; Psalm 104:30).

2. Giving life (Genesis 2:7; Romans 8:11; John 6:63; John 3:5).

3. Regeneration (John 3:3; Titus 3:5).

Conviction

Working Miracles (Matt. 12:28; 1 Cor. 12:91).

Convicts (John 16i8.1).

Sanctification (2 fiess. 2:13; Rom. 15:16).

Restrains Sin (Inference from Gen. 6:3; Job; 2 Thess. 2:7) through:
a. Scriptures

b. Individual Christians

c. Corporate Church

d. Government instituted by God (Rom. 137}

Communication

1. Authorship of Prophecies (2 Peter 1:21).

2. Speaks/Testifie (1 Tim. 4:1; Rev. 2:7; John 15:26), esp. about Jesus.
3. Teaches (John 14:26; 16:13, 15; 15:26).

4. Leads and Forbid&cts 16:6 7).

rwnh R
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V.

Searches and Reveals (1 Cor. 2:10).
Intercession (Rom. 8:26).
Strengthen/Comfort (John 14:26).
Commands (Acts 8:29; 13:2).

© N O

How to Receive the Holy Spirit

mo Owp>

Believe (John 7:389; Eph. 1:1B14; Gal. 3:25)

Ask (Luke 11:13)

Repent and Be Baptized (Acts 2i3®; 19:1 6; John 3:87;
New Birthd Titus 3:37; 1 Cor. 12:13)

Love (John 14:23)

Obey (Acts 5:32)

Do you Possession the Holpidt

A.
B.

Better question: Does the Holy Spirit possess you?
Tests of the Spirit Possession: 1 John 4:1

1. Believe in Jesus, 1 John 3:23

2. Love the brethren, 1 John 3:24

3. Produce the fruit of the Spirit, Gal. 5122

Important Observations

A.

B.

The word for spirit, bth in the Hebrew (RUAH) and in the Greek (PNEUMA) is the
same word for "Wind" and "Breath".

It is often difficult to know whether to translate the word with a capital or a small "S".
That is, it is sometimes not certain whether a passage refers to th8piit or the
human spirit (e.g. Acts 19:21).

Another word for the Spirit is PARAKLETOS (from which we get the word
"Paracleted and no, this is not athletic apparel). Etymologically it means "to call
along side of." It can be translated as "Helpegrogssor, mediator, strengthener.” It
is found in John 14:16, 26, 15:26; 16:7; 1 John 2:1. The KJV translation of the word
as "Comforter," is somewhat misleading. The H.S. does not come to make us feel
warm and comfortable, but He comes to strengthdwhih is what "comfort” meant

in 1611 when the KJV was translated).
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THE MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT BEFORE THE CHURCH

THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT IN THE O.T.
A. Revelation to God's men (e.g. Abraham, Gen. 20:7; Moses, Num. 12:8).
B. Revelation to Prophets (2 Pd.:21), through:
1. Spoken word (Ex. 19:9; 1 Sam.@4).
2. Dreams (Num. 12:6; Dan. 10:9; Jer. 31:26; Joel 2:28).
3. Visions (Isa. 1:1; 6:1; Eze. 1:3; 1 Kings 22:19; Re¢11;11¥).
C. "Coming Upon" to empower the recipient for a special service (see handoly "H

Spirit Coming Upon"):

1. Prophets
2. Craftsmen
3. Judges

4. Military leaders
5. Workers of miracles
D. This reception of the H.S.:

1. Had no apparent spiritual qualities.
2. Was for a special call to service for a specific task.
3. Was temporary (1 Sam. 16:18sa51:11).
E.Therewas nothing likeNTindwelling in the O.T. (cf. John 7:39; 14:17; 16:7).

THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT WITH JESUS
"For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit

without limit" (John 3:34).

moow»

Ly NBftlLOGA2y G2
4:21 in relation to Isaiah 61:22).

n

2), and exorcism (Matt 12:28).

Immaculte Conception, Luke 1:35 (cfeis3:15; Isa 7:14; Matt. 1:18, 223).

Filled from Childhood, Luke 1:15 (Argument by extension from John the Baptist).
Special filling at Baptism, Mark 1:10/Matt 3:16/Luke 3:22/Johnd331

Led him into the wilderness to be tempted, Mark 1:12/Matt 4:leu:1.

/ KNR & Qé&21 rdnmBsa IR GalandQuke FFA OS

Empowerment for Ministrjor preaching, Miraclef.uke 4:1418;19 [from Isa 61:4

G. Participatedm raising Jesus (Rom 8:11; 1 Pet 3:18).

THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT WITH THE APOSTLES

A. The promise of inspiration (Mt. 10:&89).

B. The promise of correct teaching (John 14:26:26 16:13.

C. The H.S. would replace the presence of Christ (JohrgZp:5
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The Work of the Holy Spirit in the Life of the Christian
By Mark Moore

Empowerment( t hi s i s for evidence, not salwvation
A. Miracles

1. Immaculate Conception (Mt 1:180; Luke 1:35)

2. Baptism of the H.S. (Mt 3:11; Mk 1:8uke 3:16;Jom 1:33; Acts 1:5; 11:16);
and Baptism in general (Mt 28:199hn3:5i 8; Acts 2:38 [although cf. Acts
8:1517]; 19:23; 1 Cor 12:12)

3. Tongues and/or prophecy (Acts 2:4] 18; 10:4447; 11:15; 11:28; 19:6)

4. Demon exorcisms (Mt 12:28)

5. Miracles which validated e sus 6 mini stry (Acts 5:3
obey hi m; Heb 2:4), as well as Paul
Gal atiansd conversion (Gal 3:5)

Filled with the Spirit

John the Baptist.uke 1:15)

Elizabeth Luke 1:41)

Zechariah l(uke 1:67)

Simeon [Luke 2:25 26)

Jesusl(uke4:1, 14;Luke 10:21;John3:34; Heb 9:14)

To those who ask_(ike 11:13)

The ApostlesJohn20:22; Acts 1:8)

Peter (Acts 4:8)

. Seven Adeaconso (Acts 6:3), especially

10. Saul (Acts 9:17; 13:9)

11. Barnalas (Acts 11:24)

12. Disciples (Acts 13:52)

o N
T
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Guidance(Rom 8:14; Gal 5:18)

A.

Physical movement

1. Jesus into the wilderness for temptations (Mt 4:1; Mk 1L1Rp 4:1)

2. Simeon into the Temple courtisuke 2:27)

3. Philip to the Ethiopian aytdAzotss(A8ts 29) and
8:39)

4. Peter to the three messengers of Cornelius (Acts 10:19; 11:12)

5. Paul & Co hindered from going into Asia & Mysia (Acts Iie/pand Paul was
Acompell edd to go to Jerusalem (Acts 20

Specific instructions (Acts 13:2, 4; 15:28; 20821:4, 11; 1 Cor 2:1014; Heb 9:8)

or Spiritual wisdom and revelation (Eph 1:17; 3:5; 1 Tim 4:1; 1 Pet 1:11; Rev 14:13;

22:17) . AHe who has an ear | et him hear w

3:6, 13, 22)

Preaching

1. Promise to the Apostb when they stand before authorities (Mt 10:20; Mk 13:11;
Luke12:12)

2. General preparation for preaching (Acts 1:8; 4:8, 31; 6:10; 1 Ti6;115Pet 1:12)

Prophecy (Mt 22:43; Mk 12:36; Acts 1:16; 4:25; 28:25; Heb 3:7; 10:15; 2 Pet 1:21)

Counselo® the Sprit of truth (John14:16 17; 14:26; 15:26; 16:135; Acts 1:2)
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F. Provided encouragement to the church (Acts 9:31), strength (Eph 3:16), and help (Php
1:19; 2 Tim 1:14), especially through corporate singing (Ephi 398

G. |Installs Elders in the church (Act9:28)

lll.  Validation

A. Of Jesus at his baptism (Mt 3:16; Mk 1:1@ke 3:22;John1:32 33)

B. Of Jesus in his ministry and preaching (Mt 12:18 [cf. Isai4q;1Luke 4:18 [Isa
611 2]; Acts 10:38; 1John5:6i 8) and resurrection/ascension (Acts 2:33; Rom 1:4; 1
Tim 3:16)

C. Ofthe Gentiles (Acts 15:8)

D. Of Paul 6s honesty (Rom 9:1) and ministry

IV. Transformation of the Christian

A. Conversion (Rom 1:29; Gal 3:14; Titus 3:5) and sanctification (Rom 15:16; 1 Cor
6:11; Gal 3:3; Eph 4:12; 2 Th 2:13; 1 Pet 1:2), Sealigua s Godds possessi
1:22; 5:5; Eph 1:13), so that our I ives a
12:3; 1John4:2i 3, 6)

B. New life John6:63; 7:3839; Rom 8:11), even to Jesus at the resurrection (1 Pet
3:18), and refreshment (Acts 3:19aiah 4:12; 44:1 5; 55:1 5)

C. We accept Godds |l ove and are filled with

D. We live by the Spirit and not by the law or the flesh (Rom 7:6;18,12 Cor 3:3, 6, 8;
Gal3:23;51618; 5:25), being tranteré@C€Comxld i nto
18), as opposed to fleshly men who live by natural instincts and not by the Spirit (Jude
1:19)

E. Confirmation that we Id7,Gal46)ahdthusgrdnisusdr en (
access to God (Eph 2:18)

F. Intercedes f or uhewtwpray (Ronw&2®d, dudedlt20)k n o w

G. The true nature of the kingdom is righteousness, peace and joy in the H.S. (Rom
14:17*; 15:13)

H. The Spirit indwells our bodies (1 Cor 3:16; 6:19; Eph 2:22; Php 2:1; Heb 6:4; 1 Pet

COow

4:14; 1John3:24; 4:13) and unifies theody of Christ (Eph 4i34); Through him we
contact and worship God (Php 3:3)

He grants us spiritual gifts (Rom 128 1 Cor 12:4, 712; Eph 4:1113), fruit (Gal
5:22 23), and armament (Eph 6i118)

Miscellaneous
A.

Sins Against: Blasphemy of the H.S. (Mt32 32; Mk 3:29;Luke 12:10; Heb

10:29); and lying to the H.S. (Acts 5:3, 9); resisting the H.S. (Acts 7:51), and grieving
the H.S. through gossip (Eph 4:30); or putting out his fire (1 Th 5:19)

Salutations: (2 Cor 13:14)

Aln the Spirit321:(0Rev 1:10; 4: 2 17
Uncategorized (Rom 8:23; 1 Cor 7:40; Gal 4:29; 5:5; 6:8; 1 Th 4:8)

45



Filling, Indwelling & Baptism of the Holy Spirit
By Mark Moore

Each of these three terms refers to a part
us. Caution: Bibk a | terms are sometimes slippery. The
them and they often ooze over into one another. In other words, these definitions do not have
scientific precision and will overlap to some degree into the others depending orsshgepa

youodore in. However, the texts in which these
meaning.
l. Filling

To be filled with the Holy Spirit essentially means thaperson is empowered by the
Holy Spirit1 s/he iscontrolledby the HolySpirit (Luke 1:15, 41, 67; 4:1; Acts 2:4; 4:8, 31; 6:3;
7:55; 9:17; 11:24; 13:9, 52). In the same way that a demoniac is possessed by a demon, so a
Christian should be possessed by the Holy Spirit (cf. 1 Car329 Col 1:10; Gal 5:16; Eph
4:30; 1 Thess5: 19) . The Bible describes this state
implications as to how a Christian lka, behaves, and speaks. In particular, the Holy Spirit is
interested in empowering us to live Godly lives and enabling us to speak boldiytioess for

Christ. Quite often, in fact, right after re:
account of gerson proclaiminghe good news of Jesus.
Being filled by the Spirit, however, doesn

that s/he isusedby the Spirit to accomplish a particular task. The Spirit can empower unsaved
people to accomplish great things for God (case in point: Balaam). ThusGhnistian can be
filled with the Holy Spirit and a Christian may not be. For eganPaul urges Christians to be
filled T assuming that they are not fully fillédby beingcontrolledby the Spirit rather than by
wine (Eph 5:18). Again, Peter, pa3entecost, was said to be filled afresh with the Spirit and
thus empowered to proclaithe gospel (Acts 4:8). In short, being filled means being empowered
and this is not equivalent to being saved.

I. Indwelling of the Holy Spirit

This is the term that meamsperson is savedt describes the mystic union between a
believer and the creatr . Sometimes it is referred tio as t
39,; Acts 11:17; Rom 5: 5; 1 Cor 2:12; PRukeCor 5:
4:18; Acts 4:27; 10: 38; 2 Cor 1: 22;Eph1l:1yohn 2
4:30). Whatever it is called, it is essential for salvation (Rom 8:9; 1 Cor 6:19). If we are not
indwelt by Gododés Spirit, we are not saved.

A couple things need to be clarified here. First, the indwelling of the Spirit is not an event
that hapens to us, but a relationship between us and God. It is neither-pmaus nor
mechanical. It is not something measured or weighed. It is the covenantal love we share with
God through the blood of Christ. While filling may be an event that happens @aduthen
passes, indwelling is that permanent adopti on

Second, because many confuse indwelling with filling, thdly ta terms of being
permanently filled with the Spirit. Yfiled 6 | | SO
than beingfuli i f you have the Holy Spirit you have
they need to be refilled with talkdileisnHsteadingt&Epi ri t
press the metaphor of the filling of the Holy Spinto physical descriptions. The Holy Spirit
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doesndét fill us in the same way water fills a
Holy Spirit. Although we will never need a fresh indwellinghat is a permanent state granted
t hr ou gshyracB.o d 6

[ll. Baptism of the Holy Spirit
The baptism of the Holy Spirit was originally prophesied by John the Baptist (Mt 3:11;
Mk 1:8; Luke 3:16; John1:33; Acts 1:5). Jesus somehow inundates believers in the Spirit (as

opposed to baptizing unbelieverss w h  f i r e) . Now what wexactly 1is
know for sure. It is identified twice in the book of Acts (2110:44 46; 11:16). Here we find

the Apostlesd (cf. Acts 1: 26; 2: 1, 5, 7, 14,
eMm dence of Godés approval . At Pentecost, God
witnesses of the Resurrection. At Corneliuso

bonafideprospects for conversion. In neither case was the Baptism bfdllyeSpirit equivalent

to nor necessary for salvation. The Apostles were already saved and Cornelius commenced to be
baptized in water according to the norrfiedt-century practice of Christian conversion. Bottom

line: The only two times thBT identifiesthe Baptism of the Holy Spirit, it was not for salvation

but for approval. Traditionally, the Christian Church of the Restoration Heritage has held that
these two episodes alone constitute the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.

Could the Baptism of the Holy Sgirhowever, refer to more than just these two events?
When John prophesies about this baptism (Mt 3:11), he seems to promote it as an experience the
whole crowd could receive by accepting Jesus. Thus, our initial impulse is to look for a broad
fulfillment of this promise, not just two incidents. This has been the stance of the Pentecostal
church. They argue that a person is saved and sometime later has a rather phenomenal
"experience," in which s/he feels "slain". Speaking in tongues, which should beedebyg all
believers, becomes proof of the baptism in the Spirit. This is seen as the stage of maturity where
a believer accepts his/her full blessings in Christ. The problem with this view is that the Bible
does not support a twgtage conversion, nor ds it indicate that tongue isa gift for every
believer.

So how can the Baptism of the Holy Spirit apply to every believer? Let us offer a third
view. Every Christian receives the baptism in the Holy Spirit, but it is not necessarily received
with the spernatural Holy Spirit phenomena. This takes place, for the most part, at the moment
of conversion and baptism, (consider Acts 8 and 19 as possible exceptions). As | am baptized in
water, Jesus, as the baptizer of the Spirit, inundates me in his $pieicome immersed in God
and water. | come into Him and He comes into me. Since water immersion is also connected
with the Spirit (Mt 3:11; John 3:5; Acts 1:5; 24, 10:44 46; 11:16; 19:16; Titus 3:5), that too
may come under the umbrella of being fimgd with the Holy Spirit. Both 1 Corinthians 1243
and Ephesians 4:5 would support such a connection. We come into a relationship with the Holy
Spirit through the blood of Jesus. This is enacted by water immersion (Rofn 64! 3:27; Col
2:12). Thusi The Baptism of the Holy Spirito is an
Pentecost and Cornelius yet also appropriately describes what Jesus does to Christians at the
point of conversion.

A1l seven uses of the phrase fibaptism in/ofo
the same words as well as the same grammar as John the Baptist in speakirigbafp8pim. Thus it
appears that Paul and John are talking about the same thing.
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Gifts of the Holy Spirit
By Mark E. Moore

Definition

A.

Wordsused to describe it

1. Pneumatikod Things pertaining to the Spirit

2. Charismato® Gift, that which is given (Rom. 1:11; 511%56; 6:23; 11:29; 12:6;
1Cor. 1:7;7:7;12:4, 9, 28, BB1; 2 Cor. 1:11; 1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6; 1 Pet.
4:10).

B. "Extraordinary powers, dtinguishing certain Christians and enabling them to serve
the church of Christ, the reception of which is due to the power of divine grace
operating in their souls by the Holy Spirit,” Thay@reek/English Lexicarp. 667.

Description

A. The greatest gifvf God is salvation in Jesus (Rom. 5:16; 6:23).

B. Given by God through the Spirit (1 Cor. 127, and sometimes through the laying on
of hands of the Apostles (Acts 6:6 [cf. 6:8 & 8:6]; Acts 819; 19:6; Rom. 1:11; 2
Tim. 1:6) or even the laying on tife hands of the Elders (1 Tim. 4:14), [Note: The
gift in this case was not identified as a gift of the Spirit].

C. "God's gifts and his call are irrevocable,” (Rom. 11:29).

D. The gifts are like parts of a body, each has a different gift which is to be ugkd fo
benefit of the whole (Rom. 12:8; 1 Cor. 12:431). They are to be used for serving
others (1 Cor. 12:7; 14:26; 1 Pet. 4:10), not primarily for pleasing oneself.

E. Thereis a hierarchy of gifts (1 Cor. 12:28, 31; 14:5, 19) but all gifts are imp(ttant
Cor. 12:1426).

F. We are to seek greater gifts (1 Cor. 12:31). Love is greater than all gifts (1 Cor. 13).

G. Everyone has some spiritual gift (1 Cor. 12:7, 11, 27).

List of Gifts

[NOTE: Numbers 10 do not involve the miraculous in terms of altering retevents.
Numbers 1116 do involve the miraculous and some Christians, therefore, have questioned
whether they still exist, based on 1 Cor. 13@and Eph. 2:2@2]

A.

B.

C.

Teaching(Rom. 12:7; 1 Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11), the explanation and application of
truth.

Ministering (Rom. 12:7; 1 Cor. 12:28), helping people by meeting their needs; it is
expressed in a multitude of ways.

Administration (Rom. 12:8; 1 Cor. 12:28), Oversight and execution of church affairs.
Evangelist(Eph. 4:11), special ability at presirg the gospel to the unsaved. It
appears to be a leadership office of the church (Acts 21:8; 2 Tim. 4:5). Note: This
does not remove each Christian's responsibility to share his faith.

Pastor (Eph. 4:11), that is, a shepherd who cares for, protects &l feeds the

flock.

Exhortation (Rom. 12:8), involves encouragement, comfort, admonishment and
entreaty. Itis "practical preaching" which calls for action.

Giving (Rom. 12:8), a special ability and willingness to use temporal means for the
good of tke church.

Mercy (Rom. 12:8), providing comfort for sick, afflicted, outcasts, etc.
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Faith (1 Cor. 12:9), the ability to take God at his word, to trust him in daily needs and
trials.

Discerning Spirits (1 Cor. 12:10), this is apparently insight into ancthspirit

motives, attitude, purpose. The ability, through the H.S. to distinguish whether a
person is honest or deceitful, good or bad, pure or impure.

Apostle (1 Cor. 12:28; Eph. 2:20; 4:11), one sent out with a commission.

1. Primary reference to the 12ly (Mat. 10:2; Acts 1:2026), who would sit on 12
thrones and judge the 12 tribes of Israeike 22:30), and whose names will be
written on the 12 foundations of the New Jerusalem (Rev. 22:14).

Paul was a special Apostle to the Gentiles (Rom. 11:13).

Others are also called apostles who received a special commission from the
churcl® Barnabas (Acts 14:14); James (Gal. 1:19; 1 Cor. 15:7); Apollos (1 Cor.
4:6, 9); Sylvanus and Timothy (1 Thess. 1:1; 2:6); Andronicus and Junia (Rom.
16:7); Epaphroditus (Phil.:25, in Gk.); Unnamed brothers (2 Cor. 8:23, in Gk.).
These, however, are not likely the gift of Apostleship.

Prophecy(Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 12:10, 28; 1440), speaking forth a message directly
received from God.

Miracles (1 Cor. 12:28), the ability to @t natural events. This is the first of the
"lesser" gifts according to (a) the word order and (b) the word "tleg@itg.

Healing (1 Cor. 12:9, 28, 30), the ability to restore health to a person's body.
Tongues(1 Cor. 12:28), the ability to speak idaanguage which one has never studied
or learned.

Interpretation of tongues (1 Cor. 12:10, 30; 14:2@8), the ability to translate an
unlearned language into your native language.

w N
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The Passing Away of the Miraculous

Preliminary Considerations

A.

Just becauséesus is the same "Yesterday, Today and Forever," (Heb. 13:8), does not
always mean that He works in the same way, especially in different dispensations. We
can see from Biblical history that this is not so.
The Clustering of Miracles
1. Miracles are not eanly spread throughout geography and time, but more like
clusters surrounding certain people in time.
2. Three great periods of miraculous manifestations:
a. Moses
b. Elijah and Elisha
c. Jesus and His Apostles
Purpose of Miracles
1. To validate the messenger, espdgiat times of new revelation.
2. To show compassion (although this is less common).
Historically one can trace the lapse of the miraculous gifts after the Apostolic age.
This is not to say that God does not or cannot do miracles, but only that the gift to
perform them at will appeared to have ceased.

1 Cor. 13:810, exegetical considerations:

A.

moow

"Pass Away" KATARGEO), used 3X's in the 3 verses means something like "to bring
to no effect” or "to render powerless." The word "CeaB&YO), means "to rest" or

"to stop.” Neither word indicates an obliteration of the gifts so that they no longer
exist, but simply a cessation of their active use.

presentation of God's truth.

perfect (presumably also relating to knowledge), comes.

who would be expressed with a malste, not a neuter.

or "mature."

Three Theories of the Perfect:

A.

The Canonical Scriptures
1. Strengths:
a. It fits the context of partial knowledge.
b. It accounts for the historical decline of spiritual phenomenon between the
3rd and 17th centuries.
c. It matches th use of "Mirror" (v. 12) with James 1:23 in relation to the
Word.
2. Weaknesses:
a. The concept oNT canon was probably foreign to Paul.
b. Only three spiritual gifts are mentioned as passing away. You still have to
explain the other gifts.
c. The two words for "Pss away" and "Cease" do not indicate obliteration but
inactivity.
Maturity of the Church: This may be of an individual church maturing in love, or of
the Church universal maturing in its doctrine and apostolic foundations (cf. Eph. 2:20).
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C.

1. Strengths:
a. It fits the definition of the word "maturity” (cf. Mt. 5:48; 19:21; 1 Cor. 2:6;
14:20; Phil. 3:15; Col. 1:28; 4:12; James 1:4; 3:2).
b. It fits the broader context of 1 Cor.i1I4. See also Eph. 2:20; 4115.
c. Also fits well the historical decline of the gifts.
d. This can be seen in conjunction with theory #1.
2. Weaknesses:
a. Maturity of individual churches does not practically happen.
b. Church maturity does not fit as well the immediate context, especially vv.
11 12.
End Times
1. Strengths:
a. Fits well the context of vv. 112.
b. The word for "end times" is similar but not exact. The normal word for end
times iSTELEIOS notTELEION
2. Weaknesses:
a. Discussion of eschatology seems out of place here.
b. To say that these would pass when Jesus comes seems to be adi@matic
self-evidenttruth.

IV. Paradoxes of Tongues:

A.
B.

C.
D

A passage on love has become one of the most divisive texts for the modern church.
Tongues is the least of the gifts (1 Cor. 12:10,347 14:5), and yet the most desired

(at least the most practiced) of the charismata.

Spiritual gifts have not made their possessors more spiritual.

Because the experience of tongues is subjective, the argument will never be won.
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1 CORINTHIANS 13:8 0610: THREE INTERPRETATIONS OF PERFECT

THEORY:

STRENGTH:

WEAKNESS:

PROPONENTS:

The Scriptures

fi Fits the context of
partial knowledge.

fi Accounts for the
historical decline of
spiritual phenomenon
between the 3rd and 17th
centuries.

fi Matches the use of
mirror (v. 12) with James
1:23.

fi The conceptof NT canon
was probably foreign to
Paul.

fi Only three spiritual gifts
are mentioned as passing
away

fi The two words for "pass
away" and "cease" do not
indicate death but
inactivity.

Seth Wilson

Hodges
Gromacki
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By Mark Moore

Maturity of the Church

fi Fits the definition of the
word (cf. Mt. 5:48; 19:21; 1
Cor. 2:6; 14:20; Phil. 3:15;
Col. 1:28; 4:12; Ja 1:4; 3:2)

fi Fits the broader context

of 1 Corinthians 12 0l14.
See also Eph. 2:20; 4:11 &
16.

fi Also fits well the
historical decline of Gifts.

fi Maturity of the church
does not pract ically
happen.

fi Church maturity does
not fit as well the
immediate context,
especially vw. 11  612.

Paul Butler
Mark Moore
Mark Scott

End Times

fi Fits well the context of
w. 11 812.

fi Word use is similar but
not exact. The normal
word of end timesi s
TELEIOS.

fi Escatology seems out of
place here.

fi To say that these would
pass when Jesus comes
seems to be a self -
supporting axiom.

Lenski
Clarke
Charismatics



HOLY SPIRIT COMING UPON
By Mark Moore

I.  IN RELATION TO PROPHECY:

MosesNlumbers 11:17, 29)

70 Elders (Numbers 11:25)

Balaam (Numbers 24:2)

Saul (1 Sam. 10:6, 10; 11:6; 19:23)

a. Evil spirit also came on him (1 Sam. 1836,8:10; 19:9).
b. He prophecied after the evil spirit (1 Sam. 19:23).

5. Saul's men (1 sam. 19:20)

6. Amasai (1 Chnicles 12:18)

7. Azariah (2 Chronicles 15:1)
8
9

PwnpE

Jahaziel (2 Chronicles 20:14)
. Zechariah (2 Chronicles 24:20)
10. Ezekiel (Ezekiel 11:5)
11. Micah (Micah 3:8)
12. Simeon (Luke 2:25)
13. Bezalel (Exodus 31:3; 35:31), in relation to manual talents.

II. IN RELATION TO JUDGES/WAR/LEAD ERSHIP
Moses (Exodus 17@2%)

Joshua (Numbers 27:18)

Othniel (Judges 3:10)

Gideon (Judges 6:34)

Jephthah (Judges 11:29)

Sampson (Judges 14:6, 19; 15:14)

David (1 Sam. 16:13; e6ab1:11)

Servant/Messiah (Isaiah 42:1; Mt. 12:18; cf. M8431)6

ONoOrWNE

[Il.  IN REL ATION TO "NATIONAL" BLESSING
1. Isaiah 32:15; 44:3
2. Ezekiel 29:29
3. Joel 2:28, quoted in Acts 2:17

IV. IN RELATION TO THE NEW TESTAMENT
1. Mary (Luke 1:35)
2. Miraculous gifts (Acts 6:6; 8:16; 19:6)
3. Baptism of the H.S. (Mt. 3:11; Acts 1:5, 842110:44848; 11:15)
4. Extra empowerment of Christians (Act 4:8, 31)

The following passages seem to indicate that indwelling is something different that the

empowerment of "Coming Upon" or being "Filled With": Johid39384:1817; Acts 2:389;
Romans 8:9, 846; 1 Cor. 2:12;10; 2 Cor. 1:22; 5:5; Gal. 3:14; 1 John 3:24.
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THE GIFT OF TONGUES
By Mark Moore

I.  Description
1. Definition
a. Heterais glogs&iher tongues. This was the normal Greek phrase for foreign
languages.

b. It was the ability to speak in a language which onevexdstudied (1 Cor. 12:28).
2. Supposed Difference between Acts and 1 Corinthians:

a. Different direction: Acts was public declaring; 1 Cor. 14:2, 28 "Does not speak to
men but to God." However, this is still in the context of the public assembly with
unbelieers present (1 Cor. 1423).

b. Different Character: Acts did not need an interpreter, the Corinthians did. This
may be easily explained by the church setting and the languages available.

c. Different Purpose: Acts, tongues are evidential; 1 Cor. tfayealification of
the church (1 Cor 144d13). However, 1 Cor. 14:4, 22 clearly state that tongues
was evidential.

d. The same terminology is used for both Acts and 1 Cor. to refer tofiongues
HETERAIS GLOSSAIS

3.  Anatomy of the Gift

a. Scriptures: Mk. 16418;Acts 2:913; 10:4848; 19:@7; 1 Cor. 1214.

b. Itis one of the signs that Jesus said would accompany those who believed (Mark
16:17). NOTE: The credibility of this text has been highly questioned by Bible
Scholars.

c. Tongues were recorded in four citigbénBible:

i.  Jerusalem (Acts 31B)

ii. Caesarea (Acts 1(148)

iii. Ephesus (Acts 197)

iv. Corinth (1 Cor. 124)

NOTE: All four cities were muktultural, multlingual centers.

d. The content of Tongues was "the wonders of God" (Acts 2:11) and praises to God
(Acts10:46).

e. They appear to be human languages (Aéis12BCor. 14:10). The only mention
of an Angelic Tongues is in Paul's hypothetical and hyperbolic question of 1 Cor.
13:1.

f.  Not every believer should expect to speak in tongues (1 Giir1 12830). The
guestions of vv. 30 are phrased with a particular Greek construction which
expects a negative answer.

g. Paul would have liked all the Corinthians to speak in tongues (1 Cor. 14:5).

h.  We should not hinder the speaking of tongues (1 Cor. 14:39).

i.  Tonguess a sign for unbelievers (1 Cor. 14:22).

J.  Although 1 Cor. 14:14 indicates that tongues may be expressed as a prayer, the
context is clear that this is a public and not a private prayer (1 Cét.714:14

k. Tongues edify the individual whereas prophecyseabdiehurch (1 Cor. 14:4).

I.  Two or three at the most should speak in a tongue and then one at a time, and only
with an interpreter (1 Cor. 14523).

m. All should be done orderly and properly (1 Cor. 14:23, 40).
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n. At some pointin time tongues did/will ceds€dr. 13:810).

Limitations

1.
2.

3.

>
D
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At Pentecost, it appears that only the 12 spoke in tongues (Acts 1:5; 2:1, 7, 14, 37).
Five understandable words in the church are better than 10,000 unintelligible words (1
Cor. 14:19).

Many other religious groups have spakéongues. This is NOT a phenomenon

unique to Christianity. Furthermore, this gift is easily manufactured and manipulated
apart from any spiritual activity.

There are three sources of spiritual power: God, Satan, Man. Tongues can be spiritually
prodwced by all three.

Tongues havieeen, since the days of Corinth, a divisive gift, although God did not
intend it to be. CAUTION: The blame for such divisions can be equally laid at the feet
of both those who practice tongues and those who do not.

Differences between the Modern Use of Tongues and the Early Church:
Todaytongues arased more privately than publicly.

Tongues are used primarily in prayer rather than in preaching.

Tongues is used primarily among believers rather than unbelievers.(@¢#:22)0

Often many will speak in tongues at once rather than one at a time (1 Cor. 14:27)
Often more than two or three will speak in a service (1 Cor. 14:27)

Often there is no interpreter for the tongue (1 Cor. 14:28).

In some circlespngues artaught rather than being received directly by the Spirit.

In some circles, everyone is encouraged, and in radical cases, expected to speak in
tongues (1 Cor. 1271, 2930).
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What We Know For Sure About Tongues
By Mark Moore

1. Tongues was the ability to speiaka language which one had never studied (1 Cor. 12:28).
It is only mentioned in Mk. 16:178; Acts 2:113; 10:4448; 19:17; 1 Cor. 1214; and
was only practiced in Jerusalem, Caesarea, Ephesus and Corinth, all major metropolitan
and multi cultural cies. It is one of the easiest gifts to imitate and, in fact, is found in
religions around the world from the most ancient times to the present.

2. Tongues appears to be human languages, not angelic (Atfsl28Cor 14:10)Heterais
glossaiswas the normaGreek phrase for foreign languages. 1 Cor 13:1 is hyperbolic and
hypothetical. In other words, Paul is clearly exaggerating in this text to make a point. There
is no evidence that Paul ever spoke in ahoman language.

3. All Spiritual Gifts are for the hiding up of the body. This is true for tongues as well.
Thus, we can assume that Paul (and the Holy Spirit), intend for tongues to build up the
body (1 Cor 14:18 [14:14 16, even praying or singing in a tongue is clearly to be
interpreted for the beneft f t he body] ) . Paul 6s statement
(1 Cor 14:4) is not meant as a compliment.

4. Not every believer should expect to speak in tongues (1 Cori 12:2930). The
guestions of vv. 280, in Greek are constructed so as to expewgative answer.

5. We should not forbid the speaking in tongues; Paul would have liked all the Corinthians to
speak in tongues (1 Cor 14:5, 39).

6. Glossolaliais a lesser gift (1 Cor 12:230) which Paul said would pass away (1 Cor 1.3:8
10).

7. Uninterpreed glossolaliacontributed to confusion in the Corinthian church (1 Coril14:6
17, 23). Five understandable words were better than 10,000 woglsseblaliawithout
interpretation (14:19).

8. There are parameters to speaking in tongues (1 Cori2ZBR7a)2i 3 max in one service,
(b) must be interpreted, (c) must not be done all at once so as to create confusion.

9. Tongues is a sign for unbelievers (1 Cor 14:22, cf. Acts 2), but without prophecy (or clear
preaching), it will not lead unbelievers to repentafic€or 14:2225, cf. Acts 2). Verse 22
seems to contradict vv. 35. In light of the quotation from Isaiah 28i1P, in which
| srael 6s priests ar e compared t o babbling
commendation. It seems like a backhanded congpit: Although tongues are supposed to
be a sign for unbelievers, left uninterpreted, they only cause confusion outside the church
as well as in.

10. Tongues appear most during periods of revival, particularly in protest to rationalism, and
are most promingramong the poor and socially disenfranchised.
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PROSELYTES
By Mark Moore

"It is not easy to find any place in the habitable world which has not received this nation and in whic
not made its power felt" (JdsepKiNg,7.2).

"For from eadgnerations Moses has had in every city those who preach him, for he is read every Sak
the synagogues" (Acts 15:21).

I.  Kinds of proselytes

Gate, also called "Gédebarers"Fhobeomaicts 10:2, 22; 16:16, 26; &sibomalcts
13:43, 50; 16:14; 17tZ; 18:'f] Accepted all but circumcision; bound by the 7 precepts
of Noah:

1.

igh

® e P oo Ty

o

Against Idolatry

Blaspheming

Bloodshed

Uncleanness

Theft

Obedienc@ establishment of courts of law

Eating blood

teousneBsFull proselyte

Required circumcision and/or baptishee circumcision was required, women
tended to be more open to Judaism.

Baptism was considered by some Rabbis to go back to Jacob (Gen. 35:2) and Moses
(Ex. 19:10). Some would connect John's baptism with this type of proselytizing.
The Qumran community alpracticed immersion for cleansing (although not as an
introductory rite). However, there is simply no evidence of baptism for initiation
prior to the 1st century (Epictetbsscoursés9.1821).

The geof the O.T. (translated as proselyte in th¥)lL.Was a resident of Palestine but
not necessarily a convert to Judaism.

a.
b.

Allowed to participate in religious events.
Could eat meat of animals not properly slaughtered.

[I.  God's Universal focus in the Bible

1.

O.T.

PO oTe

acceptance of foreign nations

Gen. 12:8 Promise that Abraham's seed would bless the world

Ruth the Moabite woman

Jonah sent to Ninevah

Naaman (2 Kings 5:dHa)

Prophetic statements of Gentile inclugi@eph. 3:9f.; Is. 5638; Deut. 23:1; Isa.
56:7.

Examples of proselytes

PoOoT®

Present in Synagogues sA@®:4@43, 5; 17:4; 18:7

Pilgrims at Jerusalem, Acts 2:10; 8:27; and residents, Mt. 23
Roman soldiers loved the Jewish nation, Luke 7:5

Fasted, prayed and gave alms like Jews, Ad%s B0:1

Were present in the church, Act$6:1
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3. They received a mixegteption from the Rabbis:
a. Some, like Hillel, accepted them freely and easily Aldath.i.12; T.BShabbath
31a).
b. Others, considered proselytes like a "scab that adhered to the Jewish people” (T.B.
Yebamo#trb, 109bKiddushifOb).

lll.  Attractions of ddaism
1. Monotheism
2. Firm ethical standard
3. Ancient and Inspired revelation
4. Strong family units

IV. Dark Side

1. Violence and threat of death (e.g. John Hyrcanus offered the Idumeans death, exile or
circumcision [Josephugnt. Xl 9.1; 11.3]; Alexander JannaeusC.BL0376),
destroyed Pella because her people refused to accept circumcision [8aselHus,
15.4)).

2. Superstitioris most of the proselytizers practiced soothsaying, magic, etc.

3.  They bound converts to legalism and superstition but not to the tnutto@ve in the
O.T. (Mt. 23:15).

4. Proselytes were often rejected by their own people because they became antisocial,
despised their gods, abandoned their country and even family members.
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Dialects of Tongues at Pentecost

Acts 2:9H11
Parthians g Persian
Medes i Persian
Elam i Persian

Mesopotamia i Syriac with Chaldee (?)

Judea A Aramaic
Cappadocia i ?

Pontus n ?

Asia g Greek (?)
Phrygia g Greek (?)
Pamphylia g Greek (?)
Egypt g Demotic
Lybia g ?

Rome A Latin
Crete g Greek (3
Arabia g Arabic
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A BIBLICAL STUDY OF BAPTISM
By Mark E. Moore

What baptism is:

1.

Immersion, not sprinkling

a. The Greek word means to dip or dunk, to immerse.

b. Acts 8:38 demonstrates the mode of baptism is immersion.

Sacrament, not symbol

a. A symbolis a piture of something else. A sacrament is when the symbolic act on earth
coincides with what is actually taking place in heaven.

b.  Thisis not man's work for God but God's work in us.

c. Galatians 3:27 and Ephesians 4:5 illustrate this work God does in us thajptgim.

A work of faith, an appeal to God for a clean conscience

a. Faith without works is dead. A faith that claims to believe in Jesus but doesn't do what
he commands is bogus. So what did Jesus tell us to do when we encounter him for the
first time? He ommands us to be baptized.

b. | believe about baptism what many "faith only" brothers believe about "The Sinner's
Prayer." When coming to Jesus we ask his forgiveness of sins through this enacted
prayer. It is more visual and therefore more memorable thpoka!s prayer.

c. Thisis best described in 1 Peter 3:21.

The culmination of conversion

a. The NT includes a number of things in the process of conversion including: hearing,
faith, repentance, confession, and baptism. All of these go together as a person is
conwerted to Jesus. While some passages mention only one or two elements, no passage
intends to exclude any of these from the process of conversion.

b. It belongs at conversion (Pentecost [Acts 2:41], Samaritans [Acts 8:12], Eunuch [Acts
8:36], Cornelius [Acts 1@7i 48], Lydia [Acts 16:15], Philippian Jailer [Acts 16:33],

Paul [Acts 9:18; 22:16]).

c. ltisin conjunction with water (John 3:6; Titus 3:5 6, etc.).

d. It aligns us with the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus (Romdrs &8lossians
2:12).

What Bapism Does:

1.

PO ourwN

w N

Baptism makes disciplés Matthew 28:19

a. Like circumcision of the O.T. covenant, it is our entrance into the new covenant
(Colossians 2:1112).

b. Baptism is when we "put on" Christ (Galatians 3:27).

Through repentance and baptism we are granted/é&rgss of sins (Acts 2:38).

Through baptism we are promised the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38).

Baptism saves us as the culmination of conversion (Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21)

It serves as a ritual of remembrance and community.

It all evi at es ¢ givehess andhshame thioughGheidgd lsouglht anto the

community.

an a person be saved without baptism?

It was not until Huldrych Zwingli (c. 1523), that anyone divorced baptism from conversion.
He did this for theological (and political) reasons, especiatigramitment to the sovereignty

of God.

Only God is the judge, but he judges willful disobedience harshly.

If men can figure out a-Gection, where a baby would come into the world without passing
through the normal birth canal, I'm pretty sure God canHowever, neither a Section nor

an unbaptized Christian is either natural or healthy.
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WHAT IS THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH? & PART 1: HISTORY
By Mark Moore

You may have them in your town. They
may meet in a building just up the street with a
sign on it thatsays, "Christian Church." So big
deal? Other buildings have names like Baptist,
Methodist, or Lutheran. In fact, if you were to
travel across North America and Canada you
could find some 219 different signs on
Churches. Some have such esoteric names as
"Christadelphians,” "Elim Fellowship," "Holy
Ukrainian Autocephalic Church in Exile," and
my personal favorite, "True (Old Calendar)
Orthodox Church of Greece (Synod of
Metropolitan Gprian), American Exarchate."
Frankly, it gets nauseating. You woutklink
that after 20 or 30 denominations, that Christians
would run out of things to fight about . . . but
they don't. So we ask again, "Why should one
be interested in the Christian Church?"
Precisely because we are fed up with
Denominations.

The group © people who label their
churches "Christian Church" have joined an
alliance of Christians who realize that they are
not the only Christians, but they do want to be
Christians only. These &s are committed to
allowing the Bible, and the Bible alone te the
only rule of faith and practice for the church.
Man-made creeds and denominational
hierarchies had no place in the early church.
Therefore, following the New TestamemT)
book of Acts, we have put away these human
inventions and simply tried tamflow Jesus and
his Apostles.

This alliance goes back to the early 1800's.
As the pioneers were spreading across America's
fruited plains, so were Denominational schisms.
A fatherson team, by the name of Thomas and
Alexander Campbell got fed up with it
(along with many others). They decided to drop
all denominational names, creeds, and authority
structures and just be the Church as it is
described in the Bible.

Obviously this is an ovesimplification.
And our history as aNT church has been
checkerd (as was the church of théT). But
the basic concepts were both pure and popular.
In fact, to date, there has not been a faster
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growing religious movement in America than
the Christian Church. Baptists, Methodist, and
Presbyterians were all enamoredithw the
possibility to follow only the Bible and Jesus as
the head of the church. It would not be accurate
to say that they left their denominations, nor that
they started a new one. They simply dropped all
divisive names and partisan creeds to be the one
body that Jesus prayed about (John 1Ii232.

Today, especially in larger cities, we find
another resurgence to drop denominational
affiliation. But it has a different motivation.
Typically a church will find itself at odds with
the denominational leadship, not over doctrine,
but over personality. So the church buys the
building and goes independent. But God never
intended the church to be independent from the
universal body of Jesus. Nor did He intend for
men to take power positions and struggle fo
predominance.

Our call is not to individuality but to the
universal body of Jesus. Our call is not to the
"Right" denomination but to be nen
denominational. Simply put, our plea is to
restore Jesus as the only head of the body and to
restore the churcas described in the Bible.

If you take these pristine principles and
transport them into the real world, of course they
will encounter difficulties.  There will be
personality struggles, differences of opinion, and
organizational glitches. But our guidin
principle has been this: In Scriptures, unity; in
opinions, liberty; in all things, love.



WHAT IS THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH? & PART 2: UNITY
By Mark Moore

There are two main thrusts of the
Independent Christian Churches: (1) Allegiance
to the Bible and 3) Unity of all believers in
Jesus. This article will deal with the issue of
unity, the next will deal with allegiance to the
Bible.

Let's talk reality here. Can we really
expect Christians to be unified? That depends
entirely on what kind of unity yoare talking
about.

(a) Doctrinal agreemend Throughout the
history of the church, there have been more
divisions over the Eucharist (communion), than
anything else. Over a simple piece of bread and
a bit of grape juice, there have been at least 10
differert arguments: One cup or many, juice or
wine, leavened or unleavened bread, once a
week/month/year, transubstantiation or no, etc.
ad. nauseam. In fact, the famed bdédxe's
Book of Martyrstells of more Christians killed
by other Christians than by paga And many of
those deaths were because one believed
differently about the Lord's Supper than
someone else. And the Eucharist is just one
issue. We have fought over Millennialism, the
Canon, Inerrancy, Hermeneutics, Arminianism
and a whole bunch of ath words that most
people don't even want to learn how to spell.

Now, the likelihood of Christians agreeing
on doctrine is pretty nil. But the fact that we
disagree does not mean that we must
disfellowship. Nor does it mean that doctrine is
not essential There are certain doctrines that we
can never afford to err in (e.g. the deity and
resurrection of Jesus). For these define what
being a Christian is all about. God gave us the
Bible because He intended for us to understand
it and live by it. But orthe other side of this
dingy coin is the unfortunate fact that most of
what Christians have divided over is of no
interest to either the common man or God in
heaven. Biblical unity is hardly measured by
doctrinal agreement on insignificant issues.

(b) Organizational Unityd We have all
heard that the church is not the building but its
people. Perhaps you have also heard that the
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church is not an organization but an organism.
That is true, but naive. The church is also an
organization with boards, trusteesbank
accounts, title deeds, and texempt status. If
we look for unity in the organism led by Christ,
we will undoubtedly find it. But organizational
unity requires that we loose our grip on the title
deeds to the property. And even harder, it
requires that we abolish or at least ignore, the
unigueness that we have worked so hard to
create. "Churches" have labored furiously to
promote their idiosyncrasies. Their foundations
are laid with blood, sweat and pride.
Organizational unity requires an end that
uniqueness. Either we must all melt into one
new organization which we call can agree on, or
one existing organization swallows up all the
others. Call me pessimistic, but that is not about
to happen!

(¢) Humanitarian/Functional Unityd
Perhaps we auld find unity in humanitarian
efforts, or ecumenical eservices between
churches. It is unfortunate that more church
organizations do not work cooperatively. We
could speak to Washington with a unified voice.
Our corporate funds could alleviate muaman
suffering without each church covering the same
ground. Think what more ecumenical
cooperation could mean for world hunger, Bible
translations, legislative lobbies, etc. But two
things stand in our way. First, the prideful men
who build and leadtwrch organizations clamor
for credit. This is not only unfortunate, it is
sinful. Second, some feel that alliances with
organizations with different doctrine
somehow compromises their "pure doctrine.”
Now correct doctrine is essential to individual
salation. It just seems sad that while we are
preoccupied straining at gnats and swallowing
camels, the world suffers on a fast track to
destruction.

(d) Spiritual Unityd A group may have
spirit, but not The Spirit. That is, no church has
a 100% populationof Spirit-filled members.
Thus,no church is The Church. Spiritual unity,
then, is found only at the individual level, not



the corporate level. Two churches, even of the
same stripe, will not have spiritual unity. But
two Christians, from different gups can find
spiritual unity. Even without agreeing on all
doctrinal points, two believers who find each
other, find that they are members of the one
Church, led by the one Spirit, and committed to
the one Lord. Denominations are a sad, but
perhaps neceary evil. But Jesus' prayer has
not gone unanswered: "l do not ask in behalf of
these alone, but for those also who believe in Me
through their word; that they may all be one;
even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and | in Thee,
that they also may be in Udjat the world may
believe that Thou didst send Me" (John 17:20
21).
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WHAT IS THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH? & PART 3: THE BIBLE
By Mark Moore

As we pointed out in our last article,
there are two main thrusts of the
Independent Christian Churches: (2)
Allegiance to the Bible and (2) Unity of all
believers in Jesus. The last article dealt with
the issue of unity. This one will deal with
allegiance to the Bible.

The Bible is clearly an amazing book.
It speaks to hundreds of controversial
subjects with unmigated unity. That, in
itself, is an amazing thing. | defy anyone to
find even ten U.S. Senators that would agree
on five major issues of the day. But the
Bible was written on three continents over a
span of 1600 years by some 40 different
authors with varied backgrounds. The
authors included: king, politician, shepherd,
fisherman, military leaders, cupbearer,
prime minister, doctor, tax collector, rabbi,
etc. It even uses three different languages.
(The OIld Testament was written in Hebrew,
the New Testament in Greek, with a
smattering of Aramaic in both.) When we
consider such diversity in its production, and
yet such unity in its content we can't help
but suspect the Bible's Divine authorship.

Not only was its production amazing,
so has been its giribution. The Bible was
the first book printed after the invention of
Gutenberg's press in 1456. Since that date
nearly three billion copies have been printed
by Bible Societies alone. That is equivalent
to one copy every three seconds, twenty
four haurs a day for three hundred years.
This book has been translated more than any
other and is now in almost 3,000 languages.
More than 95% of the world's population is
able to read the Bible in their native tongue.
It has always been the #1 best sellé/hy?
Because despite multiplied efforts to silence
the Bible and/or discredit its teachings, it
still speaks with a "lion's roar." It comforts
the afflicted and afflicts the comfortable. It
is simply without parallel.

As a college professor, | read sesiof
books every year. The more | read, the more
marked becomes the difference between
God's Word and man's. These other books
prick my curiosity. The Bible pierces my
soul. Man's words cause me to ask many
noble questions. God's word gives me
answes. Contemporary literature helps me
process this world. The Scriptures propel me
into eternity. There is simply no comparison.
This book, completed nearly 2,000 years ago,
is as fresh as today's news pdirit is active
and living as a tweedged swordHeb 4:12).

But beyond being an amazing book
which is personal, the Word of God is also
extremely practical. The firm stand of the
Christian Church is that the Bible is practical
for the operation and institution of the
Church of Jesus Christ. That is, Wwave no
need for human creeds or hierarchies to run
the church. If Christ is the head, that is
sufficient. And if the Bible is God's word, we
need no other constitution and-layvs.

Now the Bible doesn't deal with each
event of our contemporary culturdt says
nothing directly about the Right to Life or
political parties (e.g. Democrat vs.
Republican). It does not deal with A.l.D.S.
or artificial insemination. So how can we be
guided by the Bible in today's world? The
Bible provides for three necesga
ingredients and Jesus provides the fourth.

First, the Bible is full of Godly
principles which guide our lives. If it did
deal with all the details of this world's
economy, it would be too big for any of us to
read. But these broad principles touch on
literally every aspect of our human existence
no matter when, where, or how a person
lives. Most people whalon't know what
God says abouyarticular issues are ignorant,
not because the Bible is silent, but because
they have not bothered to read it.
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Secand, the Bible calls for the
institution of Elders in the local churgh
Godly leaders who help teach and relate the
Bible to the local church. Third, where there
are matters of opinion, the Bible teaches us
to accept one another as Christ accepted us
(Rom.15:7). And how did Jesus accept us?
With forgiveness, gentleness, grace, and
generosity.

Finally, beyond the Bible, we have the
contemporary voice of God through the
Holy Spirit indwelling the believer. Itis He
who helps us understand and apply God's
eternal and divine Word today (1 Cor. 2).
Such a view of the Bible opens up for us the
freedom to take it as our own. But as
always, with freedom comes the
responsibility to diligently study and live out
the Word of God.
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WHAT IS THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH? & PART 4: BAPTISM
By Mark Moore

Besides our commitment to the Bible
and our commitment to unity, the Independent
Christian Churches have been identified by our
view of baptism. Here's the deal: We fully
immerse individuals in water as their initial [ste
of faith when they believe in Jesus. We do this
as a declaration of their forgiveness of sins and a
promise of their gift from Gadl the Holy Spirit.
Why? Because we sincerely believe that is what
the Bible teaches us to do. There are several
guestionspeople ask us about our practice of
baptism.

(1) Why do you immerse rather than
sprinkle? Because that was what Jesus and the
Apostles did. John the Baptist baptized where
there was "much water" (John 3:23). Philip and
the Ethiopian Eunuch "went dowmtd the
water" (Acts 8:3839). And because baptism is
a picture of death, burial (Rom 6:5; Col 2:12),
and resurrection (Rom 6:4), immersion is the
most appropriate form. In fact, the Greek word
for baptism baptizd means to immerse or to
dip. And in tte first few centuries of the church
it was the only form of baptism practiced by
Christians.

(2) Why do you baptize people right
when they confess their faith in Jesus? Why
not wait? In the book of Acts, the record of the
birth and growth of the churcleveryone who
was baptized did it at the point of their
conversion (e.g. Acts 2:41; 8:12; 10:48; 16:33;
22:16, etc.). Baptism is intended to be the
starting point for the Christian. It is the initial
act of faith. It has been compared to new birth
(Titus 3:5; John 3:5); clothing one's self with
Christ (Gal 3:27); and an entrance rite, like
circumcision of the Jews (Col 2:112). We
simply have no example of baptism which
properly took place at any other time than
conversion.

(3) Is baptism a necessary pa of
conversion? Let me begin simply by quoting
some Scriptures and then making application:

0 Matthew 28:1920 Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the
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Holy Spirit, and teaching #m to obey
everything | have commanded you. And surely |
am with you always, to the very end of the age."
8 Mark 16:16 Whoever believes and is baptized
will be saved, but whoever does not believe will
be condemned.

0 Acts 2:38 Peter replied, "Repent and be
baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

61 Peter 3:21 and this water symbolizes
baptism that now saves you dalsoot the
removal of dirt from the body butetpledge of a
good conscience toward God. It saves you by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Baptism in no way earns your salvation.
The very thought of gaining heaven by getting
wet is ridiculous. But baptism is the appropriate
expression of faith in God We are all aware
that "faith without works is dead" (James 2:24
26). So the question is not "Should we respond
to God's gracious gift of Christ?" but "How
should we respond to receive Christ?" When the
Jews first asked this question, the Apostle Peter
gave the answer in Acts 2:38. And Jesus, in his
great commission designed baptism to be part of
making disciples (see Matthew 28iP® and
Mark 16:16). Peter, in his letter, went so far as
to say, "Baptism now saves you . . ." Not that it
earns merit,but that it expresses faith. It is
God's ordained gift by which we die to ourselves
and are wedded to Christ. Some have
supplanted baptism with a "prayer of faith"
which is nowhere to be found in the Bible.
Baptism, however is riveted to tidT as God's
invitation to come to Christ.

(4) Can someone be saved if they have
not been baptized? In my answer to this
question you will notice a conspicuous absence
of Scripture. That is because the Bible neither
asks nor answers this question. TH& just
assunes that every believer will accept this
beautiful gift from God at conversion.
Therefore, we are left with my own opinion, (of
which | have many, free for the asking). But be



warned: This is the opinion of one man, not the
eternal word of God.

With thatunderstanding, yes, | feel that
person who truly believes in Jesus and bears
spiritual fruit, but never submits to baptism can
be saved. It is much like a "Caesarsastion.”

A child has come into the world, without passing
through the natural birth pal. If man is clever
enough to perform a Caesaresaction, |
suppose that God is too. However, it is both
unnatural and unhealthy. God's design, yea His
command, is for every repentant believer to die
to self and live to Christ through Christian
baptsm.
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In the boxes below, write in the vemsenbersfrom the passage which specifically mention one @léments of conversion. If an elemenecgssanihplied, place the verse number in

CONVERSIONS IN THE BOOK OF ACTS

brackets. Some boxedl Wwe blank.Then, on the back of this page, write a summary of what these passages teach about conversion. Also tell anigbihgahatssyoprdid this exercise.

Text in Acts

Teaching

Repent

Believe

Obey

Baptism

Water

H.S.

Scripture

Miracles

Joy/Awe

God's Choice

2:14647

3:1084:4

5:1516

6:7

8:913

8:2@39

9:1618

9:31635

10:3@48
(11:18)

11:1924

13:1812

13:4648

16:1415

16:2934

17: D4

17:1@12

17:2334

18:8

19:17
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INTERNAL SUMMARIES OF THE BOOK OF ACTS

By Mark Moore

Passage: | Preceded by: Characteristics
2:4D47 FirstSermon: Paacost 3,000 Added; Apostles teaching, fellowship, breaking
bread and prayer; awe; Apostles: Wonder and Signs;
Community/charity; Daily meetings; homes/meals; pr3
favor with people; Added dalily.
4:3337 EirstArrest Unity; Community/charitf2X's); power/Apostles (2X's);
Grace
5:1516 Firstinternal Corruption: Apostles: Signs and Wonders; meetings; public regarg
Ananias and Sapphira and women believe added; miracles
5:42 FirstBeating Daily meeting; Temple and house to house;
teachimg/preaching Jesus
6:7 EirstCommunity Disunity: | Word of God spread; Disciples increased rapidly with
Hellenistic Widows conversion of the priests
8:25 Firstnon-Jews Converted: | Preaching the Word of the Lord/Gospel
Samaria
9:31 Conversion of Saul Peace; Edification; fear of the Lord; Comfort of the Ho
Spirit; Increased
12:2425 | FirstCivil Persecution Word of the Lord grew/multiplied
13:49, 52 | FirstOfficial Missionary Word of the Lord spread; Disciples filled with Joy and
Venture Holy Spiri
_ FirstChurch Council Peace; Teaching and preaching the word of the Lord \
15:3835 many others
16:5 Picking up Timothy Churches strengthened in faith; increasing in number
28:3@31 | Conclusion to the book Peace; preaching the kingdom; tagatoncerning the
Lord Jesus; Openness, unhindered

Characteristiaf the church
. Church Growthi added, grew, increased: 2:41; 5:14; 6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5

Apostlesi miracles and teaching: 2:42; 4:33, 35; 5:12.

Preaching/Teaching: 2:42; 5:42; 8:25; 15:35; 28:31.

Peace: 2:47; 5:13; 9:31; 183328:3031.

b
c
d.
e.
f.
g.
O

Daily: 2:41, 46; 5:42; 16:5.
Unity: 2:44; 5:12.
Joy: 2:46; 13:52

ther posdile summary texts: 13343; 14:2423, 27, 28; 1980
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DEVOTIONAL SUMMARY OF THE BOOK OF ACTS
Tracing the Internal Summaries
By Mark Moore

Parallels of Revelation and Aétghe Battle books.
A. Similarity:
1. Both deal with the struggle and victory of ttieurch.
2. Both show the strategies of Satan and God in the fight.
B. Differences:
1. Acts begins at Pentecost, Revelation ends at the Parousia.
2. Acts focuses on the victory of the H.S., Revelation focuses on the defeat of Satan.
3. Revelation is animation, Acts is dooentary.
Internal Summary Passages (Scott); Pause Passages (Moore).
A. Introduce the concept of the pause passage:
1. They usually follow firsts.
2. They usually follow hard knocks.
3. About the time we think the church has been beat up, Luke stops us to tell us what
is really happening.
B. This is an appropriate time for us to pause and ask where we have been and where we
are.
C. Reflection allows us see our progr@sse are usually doing better than we think.
Characteristics of the church in pause passages
A. Church Growth§ pause passages)
There is a church growth frenzy.
This follows the pattern of Ac& 14 Ch. growth mentions in 28 chapters
120 (1); 3,000 (2); 5,000 men (4); Multitudes constantly added (5)
We are liars or sluggards if we are not interested in churchtignehether we are
motivated by pride or the lost.
B. Apostles (first 3 pause passages)
1. We don't have them or miracles anymore. (lll. My personal miracle and tongues
experience).
2. They are not the power behind church growth after chapter 5.
3. The leadership ohe church was transferred to the Elders.
C. Preaching/Teaching (5 Pause passages)
1. Simplicityd Death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.
2. Laity
3. Everywhere, anytime; (lll. Ray Marroquin in the Taxi).
D. Peace (5 Pause passages)
1. We are usually not martyrs.
2. We like a fght and if we don't have one we will make up some conspiracy.
3. Our war is not against flesh and blood.
4. There are antagonists out there to be sure, but most of the world is waiting to hear
about an answer to their needs.
E. Daily (3 Pause passages)

rpwNE
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1. The daily &wrch, from house to house is still the greatest.

2. Home Bible studies, fellowship groups, etc.

3. Koinoniais more than a pdtick dinner.

F. Joy (2 Pause passages)

1. We ought not to complain about the ministry.

2. If we cut down elders, boards, etc. why are we ssegdrwhen young people
don't go intaministry?

3. Sure there are tough times in ministry, but here are some of the things | am
thankful for: Scheduling, time to study the Word of God, support, purpose,
changed lives, retirement plan.

CONCLUSION: Look beyod the present turmoil and inconveniences, the church of Jesus
Christ will be victorious!
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Miracles in Acts

1. Jesus was validated by miracles (Luke 4:141987:23 23; Acts 2:22; 10:3839; Heb
2:3b' 4; JosephusAnt 18 8§63 64).

2. Miracles were a platform fgreaching and evangelism for the Apostles (Acts 3:12)i5:12
16; 15:12), Stephen (Acts 6:8), and Philip (Acts 8:6, 13, 18).

3. The first century world did not draw a distinction between the natural and supernatural
world. Hence, the reality of miracles waswasgd, not proved. What had to be proved was
whence the power ca®drom good or evil spiritual forces (cf. Acts 14118; 2 Thess
2:9).

4. Miracles in the Gospels are done exclusivel
done inhisname (cf. 3:1216; 19:1315)
1 There are seven exorcisms in the Gospels but only one in Acts
1 Jesus performs three nature miracles but none are performed by humans in Acts
1 Inthe Gospels no humans are punished through miracles but there are three human
deaths and two peapblinded (temporarily) in Acts.

5. There is a clear comparison between Peterds
Peter Paul

fimany wonders and miraculous signs were | Paul and Barnabas (the apostles) did many
done by the apostles ( 2 : 4 3) miracles and signs in loum (14:3 4)

Lame Man from birth (3:i110) Lame Man from birth (14i8L1)

Earthquake ends a Prayer meeting (4:31) | Earthquake ends prayers sung to God (16:2
Curses Ananias and Sapphira (3:1) Curses Elymas (13i82)

Healing with a shadow (5:15) Healing with a handkerchief (19:12)

Peter grants miraculous gifts through hands| Paul grants miraculous gifts through hands
(8:17) (19:6)

Raises Tabitha from the dead (9:40) Raises Eutychus from the dead (2@8)
Peters chains loosed (12:7) Paul 6s lofh(ki26)s f el
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Categories of miracles in Acts: Done by:
Resuscitations

VI.

VILI.

1. Peter raises Tabitha (9:3R) Peter
2. Paul raises Eutychus (2012) Paul

Healings Exorcisms

1. Peter & John heal the lame man at the Temple gatel@:1 Peter & John
2. Ananias cureSaul of his blindness (9:118) Ananias
3. Peter heals the paralytic Aeneas (93%3 Peter
4. Paul cures the lame man of Lystra (19)7 Paul

5. Paul heal s Publius® father of dy dauh
Exorcisms

1. Paul exorcises girl possessed of divining spit {6-18) Paul

Punishments

1. Peter strikes Ananias and Saphira dead-{3)6 Peter
2.  Saul struck blind on the road to Damascus-®:8 God

3. Herod slain by an angel (12:23) Angel

4. Paul temporarily blinds the sorcerer Elymas (1829 Paul

Cosmic Miracles

1. Souwnd of a wind and sight like a fire at Pentecost-&).2 Spirit

2. Earthquake at a prayer meeting (4:31) God

3. Philip snatched by the Spirit (8:39) Spirit

4. Paul shakes off viper from his arm (2&3 God

Miraculous escapes

1. Prison doors open for the Apostlésl(7-25) Angel

2. Peterreleased from prison by an angel (41Zb Angel

3. Chains fall from Paul and Silas (16:28) God

Co

llective Miracles

1. Many signs and wonders done by the Apostles in Jerusalem (2:43) Apostles
2. Apostles perform signs and wonders amdrgggeople (5:12) Apostles
3. Peterds shadow cures many i n t hePder
4. Multitudes from outside Jerusalem are healed (5:16) Peter
5. Stephen works great signs and wonders (6:8) Stephen
6. Philip cures crippled and possessed in Samaria3813) Philip
7. Miracles worked by Paul and Barnabas on mission journey (14£3ul & Barnabas
8. Great signs and wonders done among the Gentiles (15:12) Paul & Barnabas
9. Miracles worked through objects touched by Paul (1920 Paul (by proxy)
10. Paul heals all the ak brought to him on Malta (28:9) Paul
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THE NAME OF JESUS AND
THE UNIQUENESS OF CHRISTIANITY
Mark Moore & Mark Scott

Luke is especially drawnatking about the name of Jesus. He uses the noun name 61 times in the
book of Acts. When you combine Gigspel he uses the term more than any other writiee of

NT. The verb is used once in At&13. Luke knows the theological significance of the name of
Jesuslukel:3132).

So central is the emphasis on the name of Jesus idAdtsaB scholarsometimes refer to it as

the echo effect. The term name appears 14 times in these three chapters. All but two of those times

they refer to Jesus. The exceptions are 5:1 where the man named Ananias is mentioned and 5:34
where the Pharisee named Gamaligleintioned. Clearly, this new church is the church with the

right name. Sermonically, we could say that the church will be as strong as its focus is clear on the
name of Jesus.

Several things come to Christians in the name of Jesus from the peo§fi@stsieapter:

1. Healing (3:6, 16; 4. 1)
2. Suffering/Courage (4:17, 185:2840,41)
3. Salvation (4:12)

The emphasis that runs througfapters3d5 got started in 2:21 from the Joel prophaayd

everyone who calls on the name of the loitdoe saved. It catches more steam in 2:88eter
replied@Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Certainly a watershed placehiese three chapters is 4:12. Peter makes an exclusive claim to the
religious leaders. "Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given
to men by which we must be saved.” People who live in the Postmodern West realheaeed

this truth claim. Peter is saying that there is "no oneadlis®'i.€.no one of even a similar nature)

and no "other namehétends.e. certainly no one of a different name) that brings salvation. To a
pluralistic calire this sounds wayotmarrow(cf. John14:6). Indeed, it is narrow, but is part of the
uniqueness of Christianity. Other aspects of uniqueness might be: salvation is based on God's
actioné not man's; its founder is afivaot dead; it involves relationshipot ritual only;tiis

based on a persomot a philosophy; and it deals adequately with man's sin and separation from
God. Perhaps if we could sense this uniqueness more today our building would rattle when we pray
as well (4:31).
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Peterds Ser mons: Act s

A ME N 1 AFE.LIOS. .o 2:22/ 3:12
Getthe Apostles out Of FOCUS...........oevviiiiiiiiiree e 2:1516/ 3:1213
REEr 10 the O. T e eenr e e 2:16/ 3:13
AYou Kil.l.ed. . J.eS. S O e 2:2324/ 3:13 14
Rejection, death, resurrection Of JESUS............uuuiiiiiiieemviiiiieie e 2:23 24/ 3:13 14
ARepent and be..bhapt.i.z.ed/.t.urno.. ... 2:38/ 3:19
IS T TS T o T o O V= o 1 o PSR 2:38/ 319
Holy Spirit/Times of refreShing...........ooooriiiie e 2:38/ 3:19
(€00 [ E= T]=To U o B =TS L R 2:23 24/ 3:26
Jesus was promised inthe Q... 2:16, 25, 34/ 3:18, 24
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Will the Completion of the Great Commission Affect the Coming of Christ?

By Mark E. Moore

Texts to Consider

A. Therei s no text that clearly states that the da
17:31, the closest is Rev. 14:7).
B. 2 Peter 3:12 The Greek wordpeudontasloes not take a direct object. In other words, it is
the subject doing the speeding nw bbject being sped. Thus the idea is not us hurrying up
Jesus, but us racing toward him with moral behavior.
Acts 3:192071 It seems clear that the repentance of men has some bearing upon the coming of
Christ.
Matthew 24:14
1. Con:
a. Paul claims this was dorfRom 1:8; 10:18; 16:26; Col 1:6, 23; 1 Thess 1:8).
However, Paul was not responding to this text so his definition of terms should not
be taken as identical.
b. The wordoikoumendypically refers to the Roman world, not the globe as we
know it.
C. Mt 10:2223 usedelosin a similar context to refer to the completion of preaching
to Israel, not the globe.
d. Together, this suggests that it is reasonable to interpret Matthew 24:14 in the
context of the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.
2. Pro
a. This chapter does notearly distinguish between 70 A.D. and the Parousia, likely
for two reasons (1) the Apostles (and perhaps Jesus himself) did not fully realize
the difference between these two events. (2) 70 A.D. is a microcosm of the end of
the world. Thus many of thehpases can appropriately be applied to both events.
b. Dual Texts of Mt 24:
I.  Verses that apply exclusively to 70 AD16-20, 34.
li. Verses that apply exclusively to the Parolisgd, 36.
iii. Verses that apply to both6-8 (cf. Rev. 69), 1314, 2729, 35.
c. Dual ptrases:
. AAiHe who stands firm to the end3will be
Rev 2:1011).
i. AThe gospel of the kingdomo is intende
Anything less subverts the full glory due to God and reduces his rulership of
thsearth to a farce. Gododés nature deman
Palestine.
. AA testimony to all nationsodo echoes th
combination of fApreachingo and fAnati on
reign. The fact that casual reasibave taken it that way may be a
hermeneutical clue to its interpretation.
d. Thus that language that appropriately applies to the destruction of Jerusalem can
likely be applied just as appropriately to the Parousia.
Philosophical Considerations
A. Noah is usd as an illustration of the second coming iath24. Thus this hermeneutic has
already been applied to this passage: AWhat |
AThe Abomination that causes desolatisono had
of 168 B.C.E. as well as the Roman invasion under Pompey c. 60 B.C.E.).
B. Numbers 14:3334 states that the timing of the entry into the promised land depended upon

the Israelites. Their unbelief caused them to wander in the desert for 40 years. The bowls o
Revelation 16 are borrowed images of the 10 plagues of Egypt. By extension, the exodus is
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compared to the coming of Christ and the entry into Canaan to the entry in the new Jerusalem.
Thus the principle of Numbers 14 may well apply to the entry into¢ieCanaan.

The sovereignty of God is blended with the fvgd# of men. Our perception of God allows for

a flexible return of Christ.
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Will the Completion of the Great Commission Affect the Coming of Christ?
By Jeremy Bacon

l.  Texts
A. 2 Peter 3:12speudacansimply mean "strive for, be eager for, be zealous for" with no actual

"hastening" (cf. Isa. 16:5).

1. "Hasten" usually does not have and object, this does.

2. The pictures of "speeding" yet "waiting for" don't fit together well.

3. Smart people who agree
a. BAG--"strive for" (p. 769)

b. Kittel--"to strive after, to aspire to." Definitely not the idea of hurrying Jesus back
(6: 726).

C. Lenski-"being eager for" (p. 348)

4. Derived wordsspoudeandspoudazo
a. Common in Peter (2 Pet. 1:5, 10, B5t4).

b. Primarily "making one's tst effort", "eagerness," "zeal." This zeal "determines
ethical actions and behavior" for the Christian community. "The whole conduct of
life must be molded by it" (NIDNTT, 3:1169). Godly behavior is precisely Peter's
point here (esp. 3:11, 14).

5. Eager wathing and godly behavior are constantly associated with Christ's return. So
here. Does mention people being saved, but not our part in that. His concern here is that
we live godly lives in eager anticipation for Christ's return.

B. Acts3:1921

1. Not a disseation to Christians nor an oracle to the nations. It is a sermon to a group of
Jews who happened to go to the temple that day. Is Peter saying that Jesus would have
returned if all the Jews in his audience would have repented?

2. 3:19 20 can apply to thepecific Jews Peter is addressing: repent, sins wiped out, times
of refreshing (Acts 2:38), the Christ sent (Luke 17:21; John 14:23).

3. 3:21is the full Messianic kingdom the Jews would think Peter meant by v. 20. Peter is
explaining that this is "not yet."

4. Peter is not connecting repentance and thedning, but drawing a distinction between
what is "now" and "not yet" for his Jewish audience.

C. Matthew 24:14

1. In context with 1820, which is obviously 70 A. D. 120 seems to expound on the
"end" referred ton 14.

2. Oikoumeneeferred mainly to the Roman Empire.

3. Paul said the world had been reached in his time, and used much broader language than
Jesus (Rom. 1:8; 10:18; Col. 1:6; 1:23; 1 Thess. 1:8). (ASIDE: How much of the world
was "reached"? Christianityasted in the 10/40 window. Tradition says: Paul
Mediterranean; MatthemEthiopia; Mark-Egypt; ThomasPersia and India; Barnabas
India; Andrew-Asiatic nations.)

4. Dual reference? Thé®oming is unexpected (24:362). We wont have a clue. 70
A.D. has tons of clues: false Christs, Abomination (cf. Luke 21:20), the gospel to the
ends of the earth (24:14). By the very fact that this is given as a sign for the "end," it
could only be referring to 70 A.D.

[I.  Other Problems
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Jesus' return is no longer imment since not all people groups have heard. Yet the consistent
exhortation to godly living because of tH¥ @ming is founded on an immanent return.

Puts Jesus in a headlock. "We do this, he must do this." That's a dangerous place to be.
The pictureof Jesus' Return (Mt. 24:885:46; Mk. 13:3236; Lk. 21:34 35; Ac. 1:7; 17:31,;

Rom. 13:1114; 1 Cor. 15:51; 1 Thess. 53, 6; Titus 2:1213; 2 Pet. 3:1014; Rev. 16:15;

22:7, 20). Like a thief, we will not expect it, much less do anything to make &.cQur
response: wait, watch, and live godly lives. That's it.

Biblical motivation for missions: Compassion for the lost (Mt. 838 and the glory of God
(Ps. 57:911).
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SECTS OF THE JEWS
JosephusAnt. Xl111'5.9; 10.5 6; XVIII 1.31 4
JosephusWar b 11 8.14
By Mark Moore

I PHARISEE® Right-Wing Formalists
1. Origin

a.

b.
C.

2. Char
a.

b.

Named From the Aramaic "Perishim," meaning "separated.” In the Mishna this name
was given by the Sadducees, thus may not be complimentary or the name chosen by the
Pharisees.

Probably evoled from the Chasidim ("godly men"), first mentioned Ntaccabees

during the days of John Hyrcanus (1384 B.C.).

About 6,000 at the time of Jesus.

acter

Jesus denounced them severely (Mt. 1234 15:78; 23:233; Mark 7:313; Luke

11:39'49; John 539i 40; 12:48 50).

They were extremely influential with the general populous. So much so that the

Sadducees, even though they controlled the synagogue, would not dare reach a decision

without them. (See Joént. XlIl 15.5; XVIII 1.4).

They were prejudicagainst taxcollectors and sinners (Luke 152 18:9 13).

The more learned of the Pharisees were often Scribes.

i.  Originally secretaries of the kings.

ii. Became the learned class and thus the interpreters of the law.

iii. Intimately connected with the Pharisees.

iv. They were the copiers and preservers of the written documents of the law.

Scribal Training

i. Began at age 13 where a boy would be sent to Jerusalem and apply to the school of
a famous Rabbi.

ii.  Hierarchy of titles: Rab, Rabbi, Rabban.

iii. Positions availabk® transciber or copier, judge, head of a school, member of the
Sanhedrin.

iv. Forms of honor: Kiss in market; Greeting, "Abba"; chief seats; blue fringed
garments; best places at feasts.

3. Reverence for the LawvExtreme Legalists

a.

b.

In addition to the Torah, they followatie Oral law which was later recorded in the

Mishna. Some of these laws they believed were:

i. Given by God to Moses on Mt. Sinai and thus inspired.

ii.  Opinions settled by majority vote.

iii. Decrees by prophets and wise men at various times which was a "fertbe for
law": Abot 1,1, "Be deliberate in giving judgment and raise up many disciples,
andmake a hedge about the [aw

iv. Legal decisions with the power of the court.

Josephus compares their austerity and rationalism to that of the Stoics.

4. Two major parties;ite Talmud records 316 controversies between the two schools.

a.

Hilleld Liberal
i. Regard for the poor
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ii.  More Hellenistic.
(@) Born c. 112 B.C.; tradition says that he lived 120 years. If that is true he
would have been among the teachers of the law when Jesus was 12.
(b) His grandson and successor, Gamaliel, was a leader throughout Jesus'
ministry and the early development of the church.
(c) Because they were advocates of toleration, Jesus could be recognized by the
scribes as a "teacher of the law."
b. Shammai
i. Strict interpredtion
ii. Opposed tothe Romans.
5.  Other Beliefs
a. Resurrection
b. Proselytizing, Mt. 23:15
c. Predestination
6. Their ideas dominate Orthodox Judaism even today.

II. SADDUCEES Left-Wing Aristocrats
1. Origin
a. Unsure. Best guess is from the Hebrew wbsddik meaning "righteous However,
there is not adequate explanation for the shift from the "i" to a "u".
b. Jewish tradition says they descended from Zadok, "a disciples of that Antigonus of
Socho, who is mentioned in the Mishna as having received the oral law from Simon the
Just the last of the men of the Great Synagogue" (Fields, p. 234). This is a dubious
statement, however.
c. A more likely possibility is that they are descendants and adherents to the sons of Zadok
(1 K. 1:32 45; Eze. 40:46), who were in charge of keeping temfle. They were sort
of a sacerdotal aristocracy.
2. Characteristics
a. "Their aristocratic status notwithstanding, Josephus describes Sadducees as lacking in
social gracesJ(W.2.8.148166). Essentially rural land owners, they were characterized
by crudity, coarseness, loudness, quarrelsomeness, vulgarity, and violence (cf. Mt.
26:67f.; Acts 23:2f)" (Moulder, "SadduceetSBN, 4:279).
b. They actively accommodated Rome (John 19:12; Luke 23:2).
3. Doctrines
a. Denial of the Oral law (Jognt. XlII 10.6).
b. Denial of he resurrection (since Moses did not assert it). However, Jesus used Ex. 3:6,
16 (Mk. 12:26 27), to demonstrate the reality of the Resurrection. [Note Act$23:8
The Pentateuch is full of references to angels, thus the Sadducees likely only denied the
future of the human soul in the form of angels or other kinds of spirits.]
c. Freewill
d. Early Christian writers also said that they denied all the O.T. except the Pentateuch.
i. Likely this is a misconception and/or a confusion with the Sadducees and the
Samaritans.
ii.  Undoubtedly, they held the Pentateuch in higher esteem than the rest of the O.T.
e. They demanded rigid literal application of Mosaic law.
4. Disappearance
a. They quickly declined after the fall of Jerusalem inA7D.
b. This was caused by:
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i. Loss of power due to tHess of the Temple edifice.
ii. People naturally turn to hope in a future life during times of deep distress.
iii. The rise of Christianity was better countered by the Pharisees than the Sadducees.

lll. ESSENES$ Ultra RightWing Puritans
1. Origin

a. A semi monastic communit of approximately 4,000 spread in small eccentric
communities throughout Palestine, the most famous of which is on the N.W. shore of the
Dead Sea.

b. Although the Qumran community differed somewhat from the major doctrines of the
Essenes (e.g. Qumraes did not repudiate slavery, they did use oaths, and did not
condemn marriage), they were certainly at least a splinter group.

c. They ewlved out of a reaction to theslfenization during the time of the Maccabees.
"Righteousness movements" got stricter anatstriuntil they Essenes simply had to get
away from the evil influences of society.

d. ltis likely that the Qumranitewere either destroyed for fled in the fact of Titus before
marching to Jerusalem,D. 67.

2. Practices and Doctrines

a. They practiced communéving.

b. Ittook a year's initiation rights to get in.

c. 1/3 of the day was given to study, 1/3 to prayer, and 1/3 to manual labor.

d. They had a strong eschatological expectation.

e. Slavery, war and commerce were forbidden.

Writingsd Dead Sea Scrolls

a. 10s of thousads of fragments. The most important being the scrolls of Isaiah (for a
further list see Field\'T Backgroundsp. 243 244).

b. Foundin 1947 by a Arab Shepherd boy.

c. Prior to these scrolls, dated c. B.C. 100, our earliest Hebrew manuscript of the O.T. was
A.D. 900.

4. Differences of Jesus and the Essén8sme say that John the Baptist, Jesus and the Church is
Essene in nature, partly (oddly enough), becauseNffiedoes not mention the Essene
community; but then, neither does the Jewish Talmud! However, thege differences
seem to indicate otherwise:

a. Jesus ate with tax collectors and sinners (Mt. 1u@e 7:34).
b. Sabbath was made for man, not man for Sabbath (Mt 12; Mk. 2:23 36; Luke 6:6i

11; 14:16).

c. Jesus approved of marriage (John 2:1).
d. Jesus wator the common people (Mk. 12:37; Luke 7:34).

IV. ZEALOTS
1. Development

a. A radical, militant response to Hellenization. This really began as early as the
Maccabees. Josephusnf. XVIII 1.1) calls them the "4th philosophy.” But there was
really no single disernable group called the Zealots uatib. 67i 68.

b. Judas Gamalaa(D. 6i 7), popularized and disseminated much -&aiman sentiment
against the enrollment of Quirinius. Thus, he is sometimes identified as a "founder" of
Zealots.
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VI.

c. During Jesus day there were
i. Brigand$ Robbers BJ. iv. 3.3ff), which were common in such economic and
social conditions.
ii. Sicariid Urban terroristsBJii. 17.619). Named after the short daggers they used
for assassination.
iii. Politically fervent antRomans. This is likely the categothat Simon, the
Apostle fell into (Mt. 10:4; Mark 3:18).
d. They were the impetus behind the Roman destruction of Jerusalem A .70But
probably not a single identifiable group untili 3.
e. They were most prominent in Galilee.
2. Practiced Rally Cry = "Notribute to Caesar; No king but Jehovah; no tax but temple tax."
a. Refused to pay taxes
b. Guerilla Warfare
c. Considered it sin to recognized Caesar as king.
Herodians
1. Identification
a. Likely it only indicates those who supported the Herodian family and their gmlici
b. Some would consider them:
i. identical with the Sadducees.
ii.  envoys of or servants to the Herodian family.
2. Character
a. When Archelaus was deposed by Caesar Augustius. 6), and a Roman
procurator was put in his place, ngalews saw that as a "step baekd' and desired to
see the Herodians regain power.
b. They aligned with the Pharisees and Sadducees to eliminate Jesus (Marek 3:6; Mt. 22:16
[compare Mark 12:13]).
c. See Josephusnt. XIV 15.10;BJ. i 16.6).

Jewish Who's Who as it relates to Acts 4:1ff (MacktH

1. Priests = workers who administered the sacrifices (cf. Acts 6:7)

2. Captain of the temple guard = the man next in rank to the high priest and in charge of the
temple police.

3.  Rulers = priestly element in the Sanhedrin. Sometimes they were the samelasftpriests,
and they had power over the worship and running of the temple.

4. Elders = lay leaders of the community, mostly Sadducean in outlook.

5. Teacher of the Law or scribes = experts in written and oral law, usually Pharisaic in
orientation.

6. Sanhedrin= the Jewish senate afdipreme Court Had some power under Rome in the first
centuryA.D. They met in the southwest part of the temple. Also called the senate, the body of
elders, the council, the hall of hewn stone, great law court, etc. Condist@dren plus the
high priest.
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PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES CONTRASTED
By Markk. Moore

PHARISEES SADDUCEES
Conservative Liberal

Religious Political

Separatists Collaborators
Orthodox/Fundamental Modernist/Liberal
Supernaturalists Humanists

Name = The separate ones Name = Righteous (Zadok)
People were on their side Power was on their side
Believed in angels, spidatsd resurrection Denied angels, spirits and resurrection (Acts
(Acts 23:8) 23:8)

Scribal High Priestly

Believed all O.T. plus traditions Believed Pentateuch Only
Dominant PredestinatianSometimes even Total Freewill

fatalism

Sought a political Messiah Did not seek a Messiah
Legalistic, Hypocritical Materialistic, Scheming

The Pharisees and Sadducees, as well & tHerodians, conspired together to Kkill
Jesus (Mark 3:6; Mt. 15:1).
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SANHEDRIN
(Notes compiled by Mark Moore)

Hebrew borrowed a Greek WWJNEDRION, meaning ocouncil o

Also calledPRESBUTERION o0 body of &6; ActsRzy) a@ERAGUSIAZ 2 :
(esated ;Aosepbhud7ralls it the BOULE (o0counc

First appears in Hellenistic times c. B.C.tB6Qgh it likely hatso r i g i n s 70ieldersMo s e s &
(Num 11:16, 225

A normal Sanhedrin consisted of 23 ju@fgeSanii.1) Each Jewish cityas to have one.

The Jerusalem council, however, had three times that number of judges: 23 X 3, plus the high
priest = 70; but since a council was not allowed to have an even number, one more was added
for a grand total of1(m. Sanii.6)

Majority wee Sadducees; but the powerful minority were Pharisees

Roughly equivalent to our Supreme Court

Supposedly established by Moses (Exodus 24:1)

Mishna Sanhedrin 4.3,4 explains the seatingiaraichy

Capital punishment was taken away by the Romansitat.ab30, except in matters of
temple violation

. AfterA.D. 70, a new Sanhedrin was established at Jabnehpitssidsint wagochanan ben
Zakkai
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PRAYER IN THE BOOK OF ACTS
By Mark Moore

The book of Acts is, in many ways a blue print of how'do church.” Prayer is an
excellent example. Prayer is mentioned in one form or another 10 times in Matthew, 12 times in
Mark, and 5 times in John. But Luke mentions it 19 times in his gospel and 32 times in Acts.
Look up the following Scripture passagesd see if they don't give you some practical
guidelines for prayer.

I.  What happened after the church prayed?
Pentecost (1:14)

Earthquake and Evangelism (4:31; 16:25)
Resuscitation (9:40)

Miraculous Release (12:5)

Healing (28:8)

hat did the church pray fer
Its leaders (1:24; 6:6; 14:23%)
The manifestation of the Holy Spirit (8:15)
Sinners to Repent (8:24; 26:29)
Missions (13:3%)
Physical safety (27:29)
Healing (9:40; 28:8)

CUALNRE OAWNE

lll.  When did the church pray?
1. Intimes of Crisis (7:59; 12:5, 12; 16:25)
2.  When making desions or establishing leaders (1:24; 6:6; 14:23)
3.  When repenting (8:22; 9:11%)
4. When saying "Goodbye" (20:36; 21:5)
IV. The church prayed habitually:
1. The whole church (2:42)
2. The Apostles (1:14; 6:4) & Leadership (13:3%)
3. Peter (3:1; 10:9; 11:5)
Paul (22:17)
5. Comelius (10:2, 4, 3031)
6. Jewish Women (16:13, 16)
7. Actual prayers (1.245; 4:24 31)

4.

* Accompanied by fasting
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Barnabas

His real name was Joseph but the Apostles but is old friend Saul? He hunted him up in
call ed him ABarnabaso0 aTarsus where Saklmad imeen layingilowAnd dikelya i ¢
t hat means fASon of a Prstarfing eharghesofor the ket part of & wears e
says it means ASon of (Adxlt:2B@6).age ment O (Act s
4:36). Linguists are not sure how Luke came up After a couple of years of working
with that definition ( wegettenp Banabandnd $aulchean @ ta nded imw a s
much about % century Aramaic as Luke did). But Jerusalem. The prophet Agabus predicted a
we do know why Joseph earned his nickname. He famine in their old home. So these two take up a
used his influencand finances to encourage both collection from the Gentile church of Antiochda
individuals as well as the progress of the Gospel. handdeliver it to the Jewish believers in

We first meet him in Acts chapter 4. He Jerusalem (Acts 11:230). Again this fostered a
was originally from the island of Cyprus but had good bit of unity in the church. When they
immigrated to Jerusalem where he apparentlyr et urned from the fAmissior
invested in some real estate. Althoughthie O.T. back young John Mark, a relative of Barnabas.
God said Levites could own no property, Palestine And when the Holy Spiritalls them to take the
was no longer under the theocratic rule of the Go s p e | t o Cyprus, Bar nabe
Bible but under the hand of the Roman grounds, John tags along for support (Acts 1.3:2
government. This allowed Barnabas to purchase 5). This led to a serious rift between Saul and
property. After his conversion he sold the tract of Barnabas. John Mark left early for Jerusalem
land and ga® the proceeds to the Apostles to before the first missionary journey had ended
distribute to the poor Christians of the city. This (Acts 13:13). Up to that time Barnabas was the
contributed to Bar nab asgimayofigue oh thengir. &is name iIs lalwagss t h e

unity of the church. mentioned first and he was really the leader even
The next time we run into him he is taking in the church of Antioch (although both were
the newly converted Saul under his wing (Acts consi dered offici al del ega

9:29). Undbrstandably, when Saul returned to that church [Acts 14:4]). But from here on out
Jerusalem after a 3 year hiatus, none of the Saul is called Paul and is always mentioned
Christians would touch him with a ten foot pole. It before Barnabas (except in Lystra, where the
was Barnabas who risked his reputation, not to natives believed Barnabas was Zeus and Paul
mention life and limb, to introduce Saul to the Hermes [Acts 14:12]). Barnabas was apparently
band of the Apostles (cf. G418 19). It was a fine with the transposition of leadership. Buteaft
brief stay (only 15 days), but it was long enough to the Jerusalem council, where this dynamic duo
arouse an angry mob against Saul and long enoughdefended grace, he wants to revisit the churches
t o i mpress Barnabas w itheyh start8catogktidesnd incude JohintMark oa n d
integrity. the trip (Acts 15:3641). The ensuing debate was
Some years later a Gentile church erupted not a pretty sight. Although their personal
in Antioch. The Apostles of Jerusaleneeded a  affection never waed, their cooperative ministry
del egate to go i c heck canteioragabrupbhalt They went sepaeate lwaysa s
encourage the new believers (Acts 1124). Barnabas with John Mark, and Paul with Silas.
Barnabas was the logical choice since he was from This is the last we hear of this magnificent man in
that vicinity, and because he had demonstrated the book of Acts. He was not perfect; Paul had to
such acceptance of the likes of Saul. When rebuke him for following Per in his shunning of
Barnabas got tlie his encouragement only added Gentile converts in the fact of Jerusalem
fuel to the fire of GoddJudaizdso (Gal 2518)i Naneéthelass,dheti®ea c hu
grew like gangpusters. He needed help. Who else colossus of grace and a man worth emulating.
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Acts 5:34

Gamaliel

1. Grandson of Hillel

2. Eminent doctor of law

3. First of doaaecave the heroied tilesof Rabban
4. Paul was one of his pupils (Acts 22:3)

5. He convinced the Sanhedrin to let the Apostles go rather than
kill them (Acts 5:34i 39)

6. One tradition says than he later became a Christian, but that
seems incagruous with the high esteem accorded him in the
Tal mud: AnSince Rabban Gamali el
ceased. 0

7. His grandson (Rabban Gamaliel Il) added to the 18 benedictions
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SEVEN PURPOSES OF LAYING ON OF HANDS
By Mark Moore & Mark Scott

We seldom see it, but every once in a while during a particularly potent religious
ceremony we observe the church leaders lay hands on someone. It may occur during an
ordination service on a Sunday night or in a hospital bed for a dying saint. We w#ich w
wonder as they display their religious authority by touching a fellow human being. In the Bible,
however, this religious touch was not so0o unco
clearer meaning to this esoteric act. It could function iorabrer of ways.

1. Laying on of hands was used to bestospaitual blessing (Gen 48:122). A person with
Godgiven authority, like a parent, priest or prophet, could symbolically pass their blessing
along. Perhaps it is only mystical or symbolic, but pegrs that God recognizes the action
and responds appropriately.

2. Sometimes this touch expresses identification as in the case of a sacrifice or the scapegoat
(cf. Lev 1:4). By laying his hands on the victim, the priest symbolically passed the sin
alongtot he ani mal, or at | east said, @AMy touch
vicariously for wus. o

3. To receive or give healing (Acts 9:12, 17; 28:8). There is great power in the human touch.
Just how much we do not know. The ancients often held grgzerstitions concerning
touch and healing as if power flowed from one person to another (Matf22R1
Nevertheless, God has often bestowed physical healing through human touch.

4. Sometimes laying hands on someone was violent, not benevolent (Actd i4.3) way of
saying someone was handled roughly, mugged or otherwise mistreated.

5. According to some interpreters Acts 8i14 indicates that the Apostles laid hands on the
Samaritans to incorporate them into the church as well as to bestow spiriiaingihem.
In other words, in this incident, touching the Samaritans was a sign of acceptance and open
fellowship. It would be similar to our action of hugging.

6. Laying on of hands was also used to commission a successor for a task (Num 27:23; Acts
13:3).You are symbolically passing on your task or authority to them as you appoint them
or send them out. This is the closest idea to what our action means when we ordain a
person into ministry.

7. Itwas used (exclusively in Acts by the Apostles) to imparitspirpower on the recipients

(Acts ©6: 6, 8 ; 8:18; 19: 6; 2 Tim 1:6). |t I
be able to do this same thing today.
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ANALYSI S OF STEPHENOGS TRI AL
By Mark Moore & Mark Scott

The book of Acts is the continuing sagfalesus, particularly as his mission is carried out
by the Holy Spirit. One of the dominant themes, especially as the book advances, is to show the
similarities between Jesus in Gospels and his continuing incarnation through the lives -of Spirit

filled Christians. Stephen offers us a clear example of how that works. As Stephen faces his
mi |

persecutors, his port

l. Stephends Atl8user s

rait i s

(vv. 1

S

1

trikingly

S i

When Jesus was dragged before the Caiaphas, they brought in false withesseseshd

out the proceedings at night to avoid any kind of confrontation with the crowds. Later as Jesus
crowds

was | ed to Pil at e, t

he

wer e st

rred

manhandled by a frenzied crowd who produced deliberatentadgls in order to eliminate this

Afheretic. 0O

Il. Stephends GChdr ges

Note the chiasm in these charges. Moses is [the

human author and impetus to the law and Jew
cust oms. I'n a similar

(vv. 13
(A) Moses (B) God
i$B) Holy Place (A) Law
way Goddadls presenc

temple makes it a holy place and establishes
authority.

i{é) This Place

(A) Customs

[I. Stephendés Life and

Deat h

as

a Mirror

looks like Jesus. It seems clear that Luke is delibgrdtawing a comparison.

1. Both worked miracles (Acts 2:22; 6:8)

2. Both were falsely accused @il 26:59ff.; Acts 6:11, 13)

3. Both were charged with threatening to destroy the tempédt @8:65; Acts 6:11,
13, 14)

4. The same group charged both of thenah6:57f.; Acts 6:12)

5. Both were misunderstood and misrepresenteatt(®6:61; Acts 6:14)

6.

nearly identical phrase on theirligs:F or gi v e

aredo ng. o
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Both died through unjust trials and mob actiboke 23:34; Acts 7:5960), with a
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ACTS 7 IN THE OLD TESTAMENT:

Acts7 | OT Topic

2 Gen 11:31; 15:7 Call of Abraham

0360 Gen 12:1 Depart from your country (at Haran)

4 Gen 11:3332 Going to another country

056 Gen 12:7; 17:8 Canaan would be His possession

0607 6 | Gen 15:1814 Caplvity and servitude in Egypt

8 Exod 3:12 Worship God on this mountain

8 Gen 17:613; 21:4 Circumcision

9 Gen 37:11, 28; 39:20238; 45:4 Jealousy of Joseph's brothers

10 Gen 39:21; 41:406 Joseph make governor of Egypt

11 Gen 41:54; 42:5 Famine

12 Gen 42:2 Jacob sent sons to Egypt for grain

13 Gen 45:816 Joseph's brothers visit 2nd time

14 Gen 45:9; 46:987; Exod 1:5; Deut 10:22 | Jacob's whole clan invited to Egypt

15 Gen 46:5; 49:33; Exod 1:6 Jacob's whole clan come to Egypt

16 Gen 23:16; 389; 50:13 From there, removed to Shechem

17 Gen 47:27Exod 1:7 Multitude

0185 Exod 1:8 New King (Pharaoh)

19 Exod 1:1011, 15622 Mistreatmen& edict to murder boys

20 Exod 2:2; Heb 11:23 Moses was a beautiful baby

21 Exod 2:3 Put in Basket

22 1 Kings 4:30cf. Luke 24:19 Moses' wisdom

23026 Exod 2:1013 Mosesilled and Egyptian

0 27 9 ( Exod 2:1815 Moses fled to Midian

331 Exod 3:33 Burning bush

0 32 0| Exod3:6 God spoke

0 336 | Exod3:5 0Take off your sand
03406 | Exod3:7, 10 God sends Moses

0 350 | Exod2:14 OWho made you a rul ¢
36 Exod 516 Moses' miracles

0376 Deut 18:15 (cf. Acts 3:22) Prophet like unto Moses

38 Exod 19:1320:26 31:18; Deut 9:10 Received Law at Sinai

39 Num 14:3 Exod 32:823 Fathers were disobedient

0 400 1 ( Exod 32:86 Golden calf

0 402 3 ( Amos 5:25, 26 Prophecy concerning Israel's apostasy
44 Exo0d25:89; 26:1537 (=36:838) Tabernacle

45 Joshua 34 18:1; 23:9; 24:18 Joshua brought up tabernacle in the conqug
46047 1 Kgs6:1638 8:1 621 Building @ the Temple

048500 | Isa66:D2 (cf. Acts 17:24) God does not dwell in houses made with hg
51 Exod 329910;33:35; 34:9Lev 26:41 Uncircumcised hearts, rebellious

52 1 Kgs19:10; 2 Chr 36:456 Neh 9:26(cf. Persecuted dlie prophets

Matt5:12,23:31, 37)
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The Difficulties of Acts 7
By Mark Moore

The Bible is a book of faith. It is also a book of history. Some suggest that it can be one without
being the other. We would assert, however, that if the Bible is inaccurate historically tlyjatasit
against it being a reliable book of faith. Ther e
accuracy. When critics assert that it is full of errors and discrepancies we want to know whether there is a
reasonable response. Is the Biblestim all its details or is it tainted with human errors? To some this
article will seem like an unnecessary tangent. Granted, we are about to delve into some meticulous
details. Furthermore, our faith does not stand or fall on such trivialities. Nonsthald®ok that is
divinely inspired andhccuratan its details is a secure guide to matters of faith. And that matters a great
deal.

Acts chapter 7 is a veritable mine field for critical skeptics. From this passage no less than six
accusations have beerade against the historic reliability of the Bible. It is our plan not merely to answer
these six accusations, but (a) to shibvat manycriticisms against the Biblensubstantialand (b) to
provide some guidelines for critiquing such criticisms.

I TheLlomat i on of Abrig&hamoés Call (7: 2

Stephen says that God called Abraham while he was still back in Mesopotamia. But Genesis
11:3712:1 makes it look like Abraham received his call in Haran years later. The solution is simple: God
called Abraham in Mesopotamiaf. Genesis 15:7; Nehemiah 9:7) and later reaffirmed his call from
Haran. There is nothing incompatible in these two passages.

Il. The Death of Terah (7:4)

Genesis 11:26 says that Terah was 70 years old when he became the father of Abram, Nahor and
Haran . After Terahoés death Abraham | ef't Haran at th
you come up with Terahés age of 145 when he died.
205 years, not 145.

There are a number of proposed sohsido this discrepancy (Cf. Reegats p. 306 7). The
simplest however is this: We assume that Abraham was the first born son of Terah because he is the first
named. It is more likely, however, that he was named first because he was the most prootitieat, n
ol dest (this same phenomenon occurs in theilist o
21) . I n fact, Harandés son Lot appears to be about
Nahor. Therefore, it looks like Harantlse oldest, not Abraham. If Terah was 70 when Haran was born
and 130 when Abraham was born, there is absolutely no problem with this text. The difficulty here
appears to be with our assumptions, not with the text.

M. Length of Captivity (7:6)

Stephensays that their captivity lasted approximately 400 years. A number of texts agree with
him (Gen 15:13, 14; Exo 12:40). Others, however, suggest that it was 430 years from the time Abraham
received the promise to the giving of the law. This would reducedpévity to 215 actual years of
bondage (Gal 3:17; Josephus)t 2.318). Furthermore, the genealogical listings are problematic if the
bondage lasted more than 215 years. This an oversimplification, but the bottom line is that there is some
evidence for 430 year captivity and other evidence for a 215 year captivity. First, we need to understand
that Stephen is simply citing from the O.T. not teaching his own chronology. Second, what bdth the
and the O.T. emphasi ze i ss fathfeness todhe pronosé hetmade toE x o d u
Abraham, not any kind of specific time line. That is not to say that chronological accuracy is unimportant
but it does explain why the details given in the Bible are skeichigey were not given priority over the
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broaderist ory | ine. 06 Therefore, we may not be able to
likely the Egyptian bondage (lasting 215 years) is the key to the whole story (which lasted a full 430
years). The ancient texts did not differentiateMgein the key part of the story and the whole and this has

led to a confusion as to the specific numbers ass
definitive answer to this problem as of yet, there is certainly not enough evidenceptot sugharge

historical inaccuracy.

A The Number of People in Jacobdés Family (7:14)
Stephen says there were 75 but Genesis claims there were only 70 (Gen 46:27). The LXX agrees

with Stephen. This is not because the LXX and the Hebrew O.T. contradatbdother, but because

Stephen and the LXX counted differently. To be specific, the LXX appears to include in the count two

sons of Manasseh, t wo of Ephraim as wel |l as one o

admittedly there is a goddit of variance in how different ancient authors counted the family).

V. The Burial of Jacob (7:16)

Was Jacob buried at Machpelah by Joseph (Gen 50:13) or in Shechem with Joseph and his other
sons (Josh 24:32; Acts 7:16)? After all, Acts 7:16 makes it likekdll their bones were brought back
from Egypt to be buried in Shechem. 't is pretty
50:13) they would not have been carried by the Israelites into Palestine (unless, of course, they were dug
up inMachpelah, carried to Egypt and then returned to Palestine with the remains of his sons. This would
be ridiculous. Therefore, we assume that Jacob, who is the subject of verse 15, is no longer the subject of
verse 16. Grammatically this is a bit awkwar@ wever , Jacob (a. k.a.. #fAlsrael
as the whole nation. Thus Jacob is included in th
not, in fact, carried back to Palestine with theirs.

VI. Abrahambébs Tomb (7:16)

The questim i s t hi s: Did Abraham buy the tomb at S
7:15). However, the O.T. (Gen 33:19; Joshua 24:32) specifies that Jacob bought the field. One possibility
is that Abraham had purchased a field in Shechem while he lived tBere 12:6). After all, he also
purchased a burial plot in Hebron (Gen 2311%). Perhaps Jacob merely recovered that property. This, of
course is speculation. A more likely explanation takes into account Hebrew society. In Jewish culture
fathers and sons eve so closely aligned that an individual, acting on behalf of the clan could do
something on behalf of the forefathers. Perhaps .
forefather.

While we may not be able to give iron clad proof for mostheke accusations, there are very
reasonable suggestions. We should remember that Stephen was not charged with historic error by his
accusers (at least as Luke records it). We should also remember that ancient documents are often fraught
with difficulties in detail. Part of this is due to the extensive copying and moving of these documents over
an extended period of years. But more than that, the authors and their original audiences were not as
fixated on details as modern Westerners. They were an ofelystitat concentrated on the story line, not
a literate society with the leisure of meticulous precision. Consequently we should (1) get the story before
obsessing over details, (2) give any ancient author the initial benefit of the doubt, particotzlyhsy
were c¢closer to the events than we, (3) appreciat
skepticbdébs track record, in the face of critical
money down on the Bible.
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Persecution
By Mark Moore

l.  Vital Stats and Facts about Persecution of Christians

1. 163,000 Christians die every year for their faith. Half of all the Christians who have
ever died for their faith did so in this century alone, some 35 million! 15,000,000 of
these were @hodox or Catholic Christians who died under the Soviet regime between
1917 and 1980, primarily in prison camps.

2. Persecution tends to rise with evangelistic effectiveness.

3. The top ten persecuting countries are: Burma/Myanmar, China, Egypt, Iran, Laos,
North Korea, Pakistan, Saudi ArabBydan(2 million since 1985), Vietnam.

4. After fierce lobbying, American legislators agreed to levy punishments ranging from
diplomatic protests to economic sanctions against countries that persistently persecute
Christiansand other religious minorities.

5. Those killed for their faith (by millions): Christians, 70; Muslims, 70; Hindus; 11,
Jews, 9; Buddhists, 4; Sikhs, 2; Bahaoi s,
numbers dondot add up floestcause of rounding

6. Worst eras for Christian martyrs:

a. Roman persecution of early Christians
b. 12"1 14" centuries when Genghis Khan and Tamerlane massacred millions of
Christians.
c. 1970'si 230,000 per year.
d. 20257 210,000 (estimate).
Il.  Terrifying Slaughters

1. 1630: some 30,000 Christians in Japan (mostly Catholic) were executed often by
crucifixion. Seventy of them were crucified upside down on the beach at low tide so
that they would drown when the tide came in.

2. 19201930: 200,000 Russian Orthodox priests, monks andweresslaughtered.

Many crucified by nailing them to the door of their churches or stripped naked, doused
with water and left to freeze in the winter air.

Recently in Iran one Christian was injected with Radioactive material and then
released. Probably tie a slow death.

1960 1970's: During the cultural revolution in China, some 400,000 died.

1970's: Under Idi Amin, 100,000 of the 300,000 killed were Christians.

1994: As many as 500,000 of the 700,000 Rwandans killed were believers.

Since 1970: as many &9000,000 Christian and Animists have been killed in Sudan

by the Muslims of the north.

[ll.  Myths of Persecution

1. The church grows when it is persecuted-act: Due to persecution, the number of
Christians in Turkey have dropped from 32% to 0.2% this centui§yiia they
dropped from 40% to 10%. Iran went from 15% to 2% and Iraq from 35% to 5%.

2. Martyrs are church leaders or evangelistsMost Christians who have died have not
born direct witness to their faiths. They are sweep away in a flood of ethnic cggansin
or trapped in war torn regions. Prison camps have been more common that crosses.

w

No ok
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3. Christians are primarily martyred because of their testimony of JesusThe social,
economic and political factors listed below have much more to do with Christian
deaths tha preaching the gospel.

4. Martyrs die glorious and victorious deaths, rejoicing to suffer for JesusMost are
poor and frightened. They are mothers, children, workers and students, just trying to
fight for their lives.

5. We can stop it We cannot changethert ur e of humanity. We <can

that Christianity threatens the worl d. We
This, however, is10 excuse to sit idly by and do nothing!
IV. Reasons for PersecutiorPe opl e dondt g e mlessthey fesl thraatehed.c k ot |

Furthermore, persecutionriarely an issue of religious difference alone.

1. Religiousi the doctrine of Christianity is opposed, rising number of converts threatens

the hegemony of other groups.

2. Financiali Christian doctrine tl@atens certain trades or practices; Christians band
together and share business and resources; Christians have lands, property and
resources others want to confiscate.

3. Anti-Western bia$ Christianity is seen in many places as Western. Where the West is
haed, so is Christian faith.

4. Politicali Often social, religious, and political groups get melded into one. Often it is
the political threat being attacked, not the religious faith. Some Christian groups also
slander other religious or political groups dmal themselves attacked.

5. Racismi Again, certain groups are dominated by Christians. If there is genocide

against that ethnic group, it may have little to do with their doctrine.
V. What can we do?

1. Pray

a. More than 300,000 churches in 100 countries will tedke ip the International
Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church.

b. Add this to your weekly prayer list.

c. Pray specifically that (a) God would be glorified, (b) the great commission would
be completed (which will, of course, initialigcreasepersecution), @y
particularly Peterds prayer for bol dnes
that Jesus would come, (d) that the Holy Spirit would first purify and then
comfort his church (Rev. 6:1Q1).

2. Write lettersi Do not expect a direct response. But@ldn be di scouraged,

mean that things wondédt change behind the

3.  Symbolic Suffering make a personal sacrifice or inconvenience as a reminder of

your brothers and sisters in the throes of suffering.

4. Stayinformed Read a book on persemit; watch a video; put one of the key
information web sites on your #dAfavoriteso
department for current resources both printed and on the Web.

Teach a lesson on persecution in your church.
Give generously to relief effte on behalf of the persecuted church.

oo
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SAMARITANS
By Mark Moore

[.  Origin

A. Their name, "Samerim,” means keepers (i.e. of the Torah)

B. Peoples imported by Esarhaddon after the Assyrian captivity of 722 B.C. They
intermarried with the poorest of the Jews wyere left in the land. They had a
commitment both to their own idols and to Jehovah (2 K. 1224 2 Kings 17:41
betrays their dual commitment.

1. The Samaritans, however, claim that only 27,290 Israelites were deported
according to the figures of Assgr documents. Thus a sizeable population of
Israelites remained and made proselytes of the imported peoples.

2. Furthermore, Samaritans claim that unfaithful Jews caused Eli to move the
sanctuary from Shechem to Shilo B.C. 1100.

C. Jesus calls them "aliens," k&1 17:18.

Il. Causes of Division

A. The civil war between Rehoboam, son of Solomon (c. 930 B.C.) and Jeroboam and his
golden calves (2 Chron. 10)

B. Rebuilding of the temple (B.C. 5B816)

1. They pretend to want to help, although Ezra 4:1 calls them adversariesiah"J
and Benjamin."

2.  When they were rudely rejected they turned to open hostility. Through their
complaints to the Persian kings they delayed the building progress until 519 B.C.
under Darius (Josephusnt. XI 4.3; Neh 2:106:14; 13:28).

C. Rival Temple; cfJohn 4:20 & Josephudnt. XI 8.2 4; XIII 9:1.

1. As the tensions between the two groups grew, and as the idolatry in Samaria
lessened, the resentment escalated.

2. In 409 B.C. a certain Manasseh, the son of the H.P., was expelled from Jerusalem
by Nehemiah beause of an unlawful marriage. He found refuge in Samaria and
through the permission of the Persian king Darius Nothus, he built a rival temple
on Mt. Gerezim for the Samaritans. (Joseplumsiquities XI. 7. 8, is
considered by some scholars to be arkiti on Nehemiah).

3. An alternate (and more likely) scenario has the Samaritan temple built by the
permission of Alexander the Great during his Palestinian conquest B.C. 332.

4. They rejected the Jewish interpretation of Deuteronomyi 280 14; 16:2; and
26:2, that there be only one acceptable temple to God and that on Mt. Zion. In
fact, the Samaritan Pentateuch at Deut. 27:4 has Moses commanding that an altar
be built on Mt. Gerezim rather than on Mt. Ebal.

5. John Hyrcanus leveled the Samaritan temple in B2Z.(Josephugnt. XIlI
9:1). When Herod the Great offered to rebuild their temple they refused because
they learned that he would also rebuild the temple of Jerusalem (Jos&phus,

XV 8.3i11.1).
D. This crystallized the animosity between the two graamps$the Samaritans did

everything they could to annoy the Jews.
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They took a preSyrian position during the days of Antiochus Ephiphanes IV (2
Macc. 6:1f.). They, in fact, claimed to be descendentiseoSidonians and

fought alongide the Seleucids agairtee Jews, B.C. 167164 (Josephugnt.

X1l 5.5).

They refused hospitality to Jewish travelers in Samaria (cf. Luké 5332
Thus,someJewsapparentlycrosedto the East side of the Jordinavoid

Samaria

They had their own Pentateuch, which theaiaed was older and superior, and
which they claimed to observe more faithfully. They did not consider the other
books canonical.

E. Josephusintiquities18. 2. 2. claims that at one time the Samaritans broke into the
temple in Jerusalem and defiled it withnes.

lll. Jewish contempt for Samaritans
A. They spurned them as Kin

1.

5.

They constantly reminded them that they were mere Assyrians. As early as
Ecclesiasticus 50:226 they were lumped together with Idumeans and

Philistines as the three greatest enemies ajees.

Because Samaria was frequently a refuge to Jewish renegades, they considered
the Sanaritans guilty of Jewish blogted.

Alexander the Great, c. 332 B.C. rejected their claim to be true Jews and
therefore exempt from tribute in the Sabbatical year.

Even today therés great reluctance about intermarriage between Jews and
Samaritans and Jews will not allow Samaritans to be buried in the Jewish
cemetery at Tel Aviv.

Herod Antipas was the son of Herod the Great and Malthace, his Samaritan wife
which causé significant animosity.

B. Theywerespurnedoy the Jews

1.

2.

3.

Ecclesiasticu$0:25 26 lumps Samaritans together with Idumeans and
Philistines as the three greatest enemies of the Jews.

To say someone was demon possessed or a Samaritan was synonymous (John
8:48).

They were on par with Gentiles ¢(Matt
mutes and bastardsi( Qidd.4.3).

Theywere contaminating(cf. John 4:9)

C. Jesus dealings with the Samaritans

=

2
3.
4

Woman at the well, John 4:42

10th leperLuke 17:1%3 19

Great ommission, Mt. 28:1820

Parable of the Good Samaritdmuke 10:30' 37
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IV. History of the Samaritans
Chronology of rulers (From Field$hirteenLesson®©n NT Backgroundsp. 183).

A.

PO~ E

W

4.

Sanballat | (ruling in 444 B.C., Neh. 2:10)
Delaiah, son of Sanballat (c. 410 ff
Sanballat Il (c. 390 ff.)

Hananiah, son of Sanballat Il (ruling in 354)
Sanballat Il (c. 335 ff.)

estructions

Alexander the Great slaughtered many Samaritans and placed there a large
Macedonian colony, B.C. 332.

Pontius Pilate massacred some of thember ina.D. 36.

Roman emperor Vespasian slaughtered 11,600 Samaritans in the 1st century
(JosephugJ. 11l 7.32).

Hadrian A.D. 117 138), placed the Temple of Zeus over the ruins of their
temple, thus they could not rebuild it.

Today there are about 4@amaritans in Nablus (this has grown from less than 200
earlier this century). They have their own synagogue and Pentateuch. They are
hyperMosaic.

V. Samaritan Religion
Like the Jews they are:

A.

1.

2.
3.
4

5.

Monotheists

Avoid all images

Loyal to the Law of Moses

Hold astrong Messianic expectation, in fact they shared the Qumran (and
Christian), interpretation of Deut. 18:18.

Accepted orthodox feasts (as did the Qumran community). They celebrate the
Day of Atonement, Unleavened Bread, Pentecost, Sabbath, and Passorgr,
which they sacrifice lamldsthe last vestige of animal sacrifice in the Western
world.

Unlike the Jews

1.
2.
3.

Had a rival Temple at Gerezim

Rejected Jerusalem priesthood (as did Qumran)

Accepted only the Pentateuch (like Sadducees), as well as their cionvealr
Joshua, which differs considerably from the Jewish version.

The Samaritan Pentateuch

1.

Changes from the Jewish books
a. Emendations of objectionable or questionable passages
I.  Preflood men never beget a child after 150 years.
ii.  Anthropomorphisms and anthpopathisms
iii. Historically questionable passages
b. Alterations for Samaritan theology, hermeneutics and domestic worship.
I.  Elohim is connected with plural verbs 4 times (Gen. 20:13; 31:53;
35:7; Ex. 22:9). The Samaritan Pentateuch changes all these to
singularverbs.
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ii. The locations of Gerizim is inserted several places in order to justify it
as an acceptable place of worship.
iii. An 11th command is added to the Decald@gte built a temple on Mt.
Gerezim, which they consider the "naval of the world." They believe
it was here that Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice.
2. Origin
a. It was inherited by the 10 northern tribes.
b. It was introduced by Manasseh at the time of the building of the Samaritan
Temple on Mt. Gerizim.
c. Not open to the Western world until the 17th century.
d. Its text supports the LXX, favored by Roman Catholics rather than the M.T.
favored by Jews and Christians.
D. Similarities with other religious groups
1. Qumran
a. View themselves as "Sons of Light."
b. Messianic expectations, especially on Deut. 18:18.
c. Both use vergomplex solar and lunar calendars.
d. Neither celebrate Purim or Hanukkah.
e. Qumranites also used an edited Torah.
2. Christians
a. Both John and Hebrews appear to have similarities to Samaritan beliefs.
b. Samaritans have often been very open to Christian evangefisAtiE 8).
3. Islam
a. Similar view of "The day of Judgment"
b. Marqgah's work (a Samaritan theologian), later reappears in the Koran.
c. Samaritans often use the varied Moslem slogan, "There is no God but God."
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MAGIC
By Mark Moore

I.  Foundations of Magic

A. Definition: The word comes from the name of a Persian priestly tribe and was
borrowed in the Greek language [MAGOSI. It has a range of meanings:
1. Wisdom of the Fast (Matt. 2:1)
2. Wonder worker (Acts 8:9,11; 13:6,8)
3. Quacld see related term [GOES] in 2 Tim. 3:13.

B. Magic is an effort to control or manipulate supernatural forces for ones' own benefit.
Alt differs from science i n being nonrat.
el ement of constraint in contrastn to reld9@
argue that in origin magic is more nearly akin to science than to religion. Magic and
science have in common the view that the same actions, the same ‘formulas,’ under the
same circumstances will produce the same results" [FergBaokgrounds of Early
Christianity, 1987, p. 178].

C. Hecate, represented in triplicate with the cords in her hands indicating her control of
the underworld, became a favorite of the magicians.

D. Magic has two major forms:
1. Sympathetic (imitativé) one imitates in a magic formula exercise what (s)he

desires to happen in actuality.
2. Contagioud What happens to part will happen to the whole. Thus parts of
human bodies (e.g. hair), are involved in the formula.

Il.  Magic in the Graec&Roman World
A. Magical Papyri (2ntsth centuriea.D.)

1. These were much like cook books in their recipes.

2. Invocations of deity include multiple epithets, (e.g. the Paris Magical Papyrus,
"the god of the Hebrews, Jesu, Jaba, Jae, Abraoth, Aia, Thoth, Ele, Elo," see
DeissmanlLight from the Ancient EasGrandRapids, 1965, p. 260). The
phil osophy behind this is that by knowi
gain power over him/her.

3. The recipes/incantations had to be repeated with absolute precision in order for
them to be effective.

4. Such books were boed in Ephesus, Acts 19:19.

B. Practicing Magic

1. Beliefs included: demonology, astrology, fate, occultism, magic.

2. Secrecy of the formulas was also imperative for their efficacy.

3. Both parts of the ceremony, the incantation (oral/verbal) and the reci (ritu
practice by the use of material), were important for attaining the desired result.

4. Desired results might include healing, fame, wealth, power, obtaining a lover
(which often meant the dissolving of a current marital bond).

5.  Amulets were worn close thé¢ body as beneficent charms. Those of animal and
vegetable matter have obviously not survived, but there are many small
inscriptions which archaeologists have recovered.
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6. A similar idea was the curse tablet. A malediction would be inscribed on lead,
andsometimes pierced with a nail. The words might be written backward so as to
protect them from wandering eyes which might read the words and thus break the
spell. It would then be cast into a well in order to represent the "falling" of the
person being cuesl. One such curse was recovered and is today in the Guildhall
Museum in London which says: "I curse Tretia Maria and her life and mind and
memory and liver and lungs mixed up together, and her words, thoughts, and
memory, thus may she be unable to spela&twhings are concealed . . ."

7. Gnosticism was, at various times and various places, involved in magic, but the
two are separate and distinct phenomenon and should not be confused.

C. Jewish Element

1. Jewish magicians were substantially influential (cf. YlMatural History,
30.2.11).

2. SeveraNT texts reflect Jewish involvement in magic (Mt. 12:27; Acts 13.6;
19:13 14) in spite of the fact that such involvement was frequently condemned
(Lev. 19:26 28, 31; 20:6; Deut. 18i94; Isa. 8:19; Malachi 3i5).

3. Both Jews and pagans assigned Jesus' power to perform signs and miracles to
demonic powers or magical arts (MarR3; JustinApologyl, 30; Origen,
Against Celsu4.38;b Shabbati04b). In like manner, Christians assigned
pagan fAwonder s émonsd2 Thelsse 2:2%; drevk 18t 1ffp10:20)

lll. Astrology

A. Three components:

1. Astronomical observations (developed especially by the ancient Babylonians).

2. Greek science.

3. Philosophy (especially Stoic which saw interrelatedness of all parts of the
universe.

B. Called "Mathematici" because of the mathematical calculations involved in
astronomy, or "Chaldaean" which came from the Mesopotamian beginnings of
astrology.

C. It was both science (especially important to agriculture and selling) and religion.

IV. Magic & practiced in the Bible

A.

B.

Astrologyd Deut 4:19; 2 Kings 217115 (esp. B5); Isa. 47:13; Jer. 7:18; Jer. 1021
44:1°7 25; Dan 2:2, 45, 10; 3:8; 4:7; 5:7, 11.

Magician (Enchanted) Genesis 41:8, 24; Dan. 1:20; i3, 27; 4:79; 5:11
[functioned to interpredreams]; Exodus 7:112, 22; 8:719; 9:11 [functioned as
workers of miracles]. Is. 47:12; Eze. 18i28; Acts 8:11; Rev. 9:21; 18:23; 21:8,
22:15.

Necromancyl Sam. 28:719 [witch of Endor]; Deut. 18:11; 26:14; Isa. 8.19; 29:4.
Witchcraf® Exodus 2:18| ev. 19:31: 20:6, 27; Deut 18:10; 2 Ki. 9:22; 2 Chron.
33:6; Micah 5.12; Nahum 3:4; Gal. 5:20.

Medium(s)/Spiritist(8) Lev. 19:31; 20:6, 27; Deut 18:11; 1 Sam. 28i3;722 Ki.
21:6; 23:24; 1 Chron. 10:13; 2 Chron. 33:6; Isa. 8:19; 19.3; 27:9.
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Diviners /Divinationi Gen. 30:27; 44:5, 15; Lev. 19:26; Num. 22:7; 23:23; Deut
18:10, 14; Joshua 13:22; 1 Sam. 6:2; 15:23; 2 Ki 17:17; 21:6; 2 Chron 33:6; Isa. 2:6;
44:25; Jer. 14:14; 27:9; 29:8; Eze. 12:24; 19;@3; 21:29; 22:28; Dan. 2:27; 4:7;
5:7, 11; Mal. %1 7; Zech. 10:2.

Sorceryi (divination by alleged assistance of evil spidtdgix. 7:11; 22:18; Lev.
19:26 31; Num. 23:23; 24:1; Deut. 18:94; 2 Ki. 17:17; 21:6; 2 Chron. 33:6; Isa.
47:9, 12; 57:3; Jer. 27:9; Dan. 2:2; Nahum 3:4; Mal. 3:5; Acts 8:9] 831®:19.

1. Practiced by:

Egyptian® Exodus 7:11, 22; 8:7, 18, Is. 19:3; 19:12

Balaan® Numbers 22:123:30

Jezebd 2 Kings 9:22

Ninevite® Nahum 3:45

Babylonian$ is. 47:9 13; Ezeldel 21:2(122; Daniel 2:2, 10, 27
Belshazzad Dan. 5:7; 5:15

Simon Magué Acts 8.9,11

Elymas® Acts 13:8

Damsel at Philip@ Acts 16:16

Sons of Scevéa Acts 19:13

Ephesian ChristiadsActs 19:19

Astrologer® Jer. 10:2; Micah 3i67

m. False ProphefsJer. 14:14; 27:9; 29i®; Eze. 13:69; 22:28; Mt. 24:24
Forbidden (Lev. 19:2&8, 31 20:6; Deut. 18:014); Denounced (Is. 8:19; Mal.
3:517).

Would be confounded (Micah 3:7) and cease (Ez. 12£313:23; Micah 5:12).
Falsification (Ezek. 21:29; Zech 10:2; 2 Thess 2:9); work of the flesh (Gal. 5:20).
To be punished by death (ExodusI®, Lev. 20:27; Deut. 13.15).

Practiced through the agency of familiar spirits (Lev. 20:27; 1 Chr. 10:13; 2 Chr.
33:6; Is. 8:19; 19:3; 29:4), Entrails (Ez. 21:21), Images (2 M. 23:24; Ez. 21:21);
and Rods (Hosea 4:12).
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TWO INTERPRETATIONS OF ACTS 8: 14117
By Mark Moore

“When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter
and John to them15When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit,
16 pecause the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been baptized into the

name of the Lord Jesusl’ Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the
Holy Spirit.

I. H. Marshall Acts p. 157) says, AThis i s perhaps the
Indeed, it does present a quandary. First, the Holy Spirit is essential for a béliévés his presence
alone that definitively qualifies a person todehild of God. Second, baptism is always connected with
conversion in the book of Acts. If these two statements are true, then it appears that we have a group of
Samaritan converts who are not yet children of God. That is a paradox!

One solution is to sathat the Samaritans had thelwelling of the Holy Spirit but lacked any
kind of miraculous gifts. In other words, they ar
supernatural gifts like tongues, prophecy and miracles. There arals@asons why this makes sense.

First, everywhere else in Acts where people are baptized they are fully converted, including the gift of the

Holy Spirit. And nowhere else in Acts do Christians receive the Holy Spirit by laying on of hands. What

they recere from the laying on of hands is, in fact, miraculous gifts (Acts 6:6, 8; 19:6; cf. 2 Tim 1:6).
Second, the Apostles hold a special position in Acts. It appears that they alone are able to dispense
charismatic gifts through the laying on of hands. Thins, Apostles would be necessary for getting the
church fAup and running, 6 but not for making disc
Indwel l ing of the Holy Spirit is not visible, wh
used throughout the Bible to describe the empowerment of the Holy Spirit with no particular reference to
salvation. In other words, when the Holy Spirit comes upon a person you expect to read about a dramatic

and visible display of power not necessarily avarsion.

On the other hand, the simplest reading of this passage would lead one to believe that the
Samaritans had been baptized but somehow were not yet fully converted. So a second solution has been
proposed: Even though the Samaritans are baptizedwanttd normally get the Holy Spirit, God
withholds (albeit briefly) or delays the coming of the Spirit. Why would God act in such an extraordinary
way? The Samaritans are the first flmws to accept Jesus. While that is wonderful, it also presents a
potental crisis of disunity. We could have easily ended up with a Jewish church, a Samaritan church, a
Roman church, etc. In order to force these two groups together, God withheld the Holy Spirit from them
until such a time as the Apostles could come from 3éxos and grant their approval to the fledgling
congregation. Thus their laying on of hands was not merely to impart spiritual gifts but to proclaim
acceptance of the Samaritans into the body of Christ. Thistage conversion should be seen, therefore,
as an anomaly, perhaps even a-timee event. God does not usually allow people to accept Christ and
then make them wait to receive the Holy Spirit, nor does he convert peopleaya#ind finish the job
later. (This passage is a pretty shaky piteat for a twostep conversion either through Catholic
confirmation or charismatic baptism of the Holy Spirit).

The book of Acts is a wonderful model of how to do church. However, it is also a historical
record of the events which established the church. Thesgsewy necessity, may be unique and-non
repeatable. Our present text is such an example. While this is clearly what God did, it is not necessarily
something we should expect him to do as a regular practice.
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EVANGELISM IN ISAIAH

1:18 Comeletusreason"Come now, let us reason together. Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall
be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.

7:14 Virgin Birth: Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign; the virgin will be wdtarahwill
give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

9:®7 Descriptionof JesusFor to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on
his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasin@atk
of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on
David's throne and over his kingdom

28:16  CornerstoneThe Sovereign LORD says: "See, | lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious
cornerstone foa sure foundation; the one who trusts will never be dismayed.

29:1314 Rejectiorof the Word "...The Lord says: "These people come near to me with their mouth and
honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me ip malgeoti
rules taught by men. Therefore once more | will astound these people with wonder upon wonder;
the wisdom of the wise will perish, the intelligence of the intelligent will vanish."

35:®10 You in wdking with JesusA highway will be there; itlMbe called the Way of Holiness. The
unclean will not journey on it; it will be for those whk iwahat Way; wicked foolgll not go
about on it. No lion will be there, nor will any ferocious beast get up on it; they will not be found
there. But onlyhe redeemed will kahere, and the ransomed of the LORD will return. They will
enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake
them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away.

40:35 Johnthe Baptist A voie of one calling: "In the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make
straight in the wilderness a highway for our God...:

40:2031 Hopein the Lord will renewyoustrength”...The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the
ends of the earth. He wilbt grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. He
gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youths grow tired and
weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the LORD will renew their
strength They will soar on wings ligaglesthey will run and not grow weary, theywdlkand
not be faint."

42:14  Gentlenessf Jesus'Here is my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen one in whom | delight; I will
put my Spirit on him and he will bring jestio the nations. He will not shout or cry out, or raise
his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff
out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; he will not falter or be discouraged &ibllshest
justice on earth. In his law the islands will put their hope."

53:48 SubstitutionanAtonement”...But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by lEsweanedhealed.
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid
on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he
was led like a lamb to the slaughter, artesp before her shearers is silent, so he did not open
his mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away...
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A Brief Biography of St. Paul
By Mark Moore
It would be difficult to exaggerate the impact that Paul had on Christianity. His attiaeks on
church prompted the first missionary activities. His conversion and subsequent preaching transformed the
Jewish messianic movement into a universal religion. His intellectual genius was embedded iNTis thirteen
letters which became a cornerstonelioirch doctrine and polity. Next to Jesus, he stands as the greatest
founder of Christianity.

I.  Background Damascus, he went to Arabia fog better part of
Saul was born in Tarsus (Acts 22:3) about thehree years where he received instruction directly
year zero. Thus he was a slightly youngeifrom the Lord through revelations (Gal 1:17). This
contemporary of Jesus. His family apparentlywas apparently his apostolic training. Although
moved to tle capital city of Jerusalem during hiswe 6r e not told what he did
formative years of puberty, where he became @reached and planted churches anderprently
prize pupil of the great rabbi, Gamaliel (Gal 1:14).rritated the king of Arabia who put a warrant out
His parents raised him to be deeply orthodox. Hefor his arrest (2 Cor. 11:42). Thus, after he returned
was of the tribe of Benjamin and circumcised onto Damascus, he had to escape through a window
the & day (Phil 3)%. He f ol | owe dintihewalhandshot foat it to derugaem (Acts 9:25).
footsteps, becoming a Hebrew speaking Pharise®f cour se, it wmthadThemuch b
(Acts 23:6) and a tentmaker by trade (Acts 18:3)apostles wanted nothing to do with him and would
He was also born a Roman citizen (Acts 22:28) antlave ostracized him had it not been for the
was fluent in Greek language and culture (e.g. Actisitervention of Barnabas (Acts 828. He only
17:28; Titus 1:12), botif which he used to his introduced Saul to Peter and James (Gal 1:18)
advantage on his missionary ventures. before Jesus, through a trance, ordered him out of
No one knows whether Saul was actually athe city because of a Jewish plot to take his life
member of the Sanhedrin. We can know, however(Acts 22:1318). He escaped to Cilicia where he
that he had influence with the Jewish rulers. Hewas silent for nearly 5 years.
t ook charge of 0 ge digthends stoning
Christian miayr (Acts 7:58), and subsequently helll. Paul 6s Mi ni stry
became the chief persecutor of the early church. It was approximately the year 44 C.E. when
With vicious rage, he invaded homes andBarnabas found Saul and enlisted him for the
synagogues, imprisoning and scourging both memurgeoning work &ntioch (Acts 11:2826). After
and women (Acts &3; 22:4; 2641; Gal 1:13).  Agabus predicted a famine in Jerusalem, Barnabas
His reputation even preceded hiwer 100 miles and Saul collected an offering for a massive relief
away in Damascus where he arrived with letters oéffort for the Christian Jews. After delivering the

extradition from the High Priest (Acts 8118. assistance to Jerusalem, the two returned to
Anti och wi t hin, BhnrMek lffets 6 c ou
Il.  Conversion 12:25). Thus he was available to accompany the

Suddenly Saul was blinded by a bright light atApostles of Antioch (Acts 14:4), when the Holy
midday. He was both physically and spirituallySpirit prompted the leaders of the church to send
knocked to the ground. Afterréle days of fasting them out (Acts 133B). It was on this first tour
and prayer, God sent a certain Ananias to himtat h a t Saul 6s name wa&%, chang
baptize him into Christ and inaugurate his ministrymost likely to relate better to his Gentile audiences,
as Apostle to the Gentiles, approximately 35 CEand t o remind him that he \
(Acts 9:919; 22:16; Rom 11:13). After preachingino d war f i shd) .

There are four notable missionary tours of Macedonia and Achaia, accompanied by Silas,
Paul. The first encompassed Cyprus and Asidimothy and Luke, among a number of others who
Minor, lasting from approximately 848 CE. constantly joined him along the way%49C.E.).
From this tour we read his model sermon to thelt was from this pesid t hat we read Pa
Jews (Acts 13). The second tour took him tosermon to pagans (Acts 17). The third tour took
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him to Ephesus in Asia minor, as well as themuch of this took place during the three years in
churches he had previously established around thArabia and the five years iriciil Needless to say,
Aegean Sea @6 C. E. ) . From hargrwatrdedl|l Pafl &aul 6s bi oc¢
sermon to Christians (Acts 2Mis fourth of his letters have been lost.
missionary journey comes after his imprisonment There is one other incident of central
(2 years in Palestine and 2 years in Rome). Henportance to Paul. About 49 C.E., a group of
apparently went to Spain and revisited many of higdewish legalists arrived in Antioch. They
disciples in Crete, Ephesus, Macedonia and Rome.ont r adi ct age of Brace laiidsarguad s s
He was put in a dungeon about the year 67 andhat all Gentiles had to become Jewish through
shotly thereafter was beheaded by Nero on thecircumcision or their conversion to Christ was
Ostian way, just outside of Rome. invalid. The issue escalated until it had to be settled

His travels are characterized by a number ofby a council in Jerusalem, attended by Peter and
things: (1) Paul preached in synagogues first andr esi ded over Ifdpthed Raule s , Je
then, when rejected, moves into the broaderwon. . . or should we sayage triumphediThis
Gentile community. (2) He planted chesch indelibly marked the church. It was truly, now, an
through preaching the gospel message of the deathternational body rather than a splinter Jewish
and resurrection of Jesus, and then establishesgect.
elders in the local congregation. (3) He targeted
major metropolitan centers as strategic platformdV. Paul 6s Theol ogy
for evangelism (Ephesus was the religious center, Grace in Christ is the key to Pauline theology.
Athers the educational center, Corinth the It is encapdated in Galatians and expounded in
commercial capital, and Rome the political Romans. It has two corollaries: (1) The supremacy
epicenter). From these centers the gospel emanated Christ. Paul unreservedly exalts Christ as the
out and planted satellite churches. (4) In nearly i s en Lord, seated at God
every major city, he left one of his associates tareator, redeemer and judge. He is not merely the
train leaders. He alsalded new personnel to his Jewish Messiah, he isdGimcarnate. (2) We are
team and mentored them to become evangelistssaved by grace through faith. All of our works are
(5) Paul never accepted money from churches henerely expressions of faith, not means of grace. As
was planting. He worked as a tentmaker until giftsa result of these two corollaries, the body of Christ
arrived from previous churches he had plantedhas certain obligations. Three stand out. First, we
Once he left a location, he expectexidhurch to are to love one anothas Christ loved us. This
support his efforts with other church plants and love is radical and absolute. Second, we are to
frequently wrote letters of encouragement and/orbecome unified into one body in spite of our
rebuke to his churches. He also revisited mostodi ver si ti es. The church 1is
the churches he planted. (6) He sufferedrule 8 the embodiment of his kingdom. This
immensely. His own countrymen beat him out of necessitates unity across racial, econacanid
jealousythe Gentiles beat him when he interfered gender lines. Third, if we are truly united with God

with their financial gain. 2 Cor. 1828 says, in Christ, then we will begin to look, act and speak
among other things, that he was imprisoned (cflike God. In short, accepting Christ leads to
Acts 16:23; 21:11; 24:27; 28:30), flogged 5 times, 0l i ne s s of i festyl e. P

beaten with rods 3 times, stoned once, shipwrecked ncapsul ates Jesusd two gr
three times. Ais was written c¢. 55 C.E. when Paul God and love people. Furthermore, both achieved

was still in Ephesus on the third missionary their aims via the life of the cr@sseltabnegation

journey. Thus, this list does not include beingand suffering was the key to their victorious lives.

attacked in Jerusalem (Acts ZB3B)) being strung

up to be flogged (Acts 22:25), or being-ship

wrecked for a fourth time (&c27). Furthermore,

the material in Acts fails to mention any of the five

floggings, two of the three times he was beaten

with rods, nor any of the three shipwrecks. Likely
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